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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCESCO 


REPORT MADE AT 


SAN FRANCISCO. 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


8/26/sh, T/21423,285 8/12, 


REPORT MADE BY 


HENRY D. GRUSH bas 


TITLE - 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C . 


y 
4 7 _ _ 
~ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: [hone soeye ree Zz (7 /-/, 5 


Reliably reported that one ARNAUTOV listed as present at 3 executive 
meetings of ARI during 1953 and 1954. ARI cited by US Attorney General. 
Subject's car reliably reported parked vicinity of CRC Sponsored event 
on /li/Sh. CRC cited by US Attorney General, Subject attended CP meet» 
ing 6/23 and 7/6/Sh,according to reliable informant. Subject reliably 
reported head of Graphic Arts Workshop, affiliate of CIS. CLS cited by 
US Attorney General, Graphic Arts Workshop social at subject's home 
6/6/54. Reliable informants reported subject attended RAS events during 
June and Auge, 1954. RAS cited by US Attorney General. Subject reliably 
reported to have contacted Soviet Embassy officials on 7/8 and 9/5h. 
Subject also reliably reported to have attended International Women's 
Day meeting 3/20/5) and to have painted portrait of GERTRUDE WARWICK , 
alleged CP charter member, Subject and wife reliably reported to begin 
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vacation -8/16/5l at Oakdale, Calif. | ab) 
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en ee 


executive committee meetings of the ARI. One 


SF 100-6359 


1. American Russian ‘Institute (ART) 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General of the US 
pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


NAUTOV was listed as present 


SF T-1, of known reliability, made ec the proceedings of three 
at meetings on October 13 and 17, 1953, and on Yamuary 12, 195he 


. pf 
2. Civil Rights Congress (CRC) Cant b 
The CRC has been designated by the Attorney General of the US 


‘pursuant to Executive Order 10150. 


SF T-2, of known reliability, made available a leaflet advertising 
a dinner and talk sponsored by the CRC to be held on April h, 1954, from 
h:00 to 8:00 PM at 18h) Palou Street, San Francisco. 


SF T-3, of known reliability, reported that an automobile with 1954 
California license 7Bl,503 was parked in the immediate vicinity of 18h) 
Palou Street, San Francisco, at sometime during the period 4:00 to 8:00 
PM on April 4, 1954. On April 23, 1954, it was ascertained through the 
records of the California Department of Motor Vehicles that the above 
license was registered to the subjects . 


3, Communist Party of San Francisco, "The Eleven" Branch 


The Communist Party (CP) has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the US pursuant to Executive Order 10150. : 


SF T-l,, of known reliability, reported that the subject was. among 
those present at a meeting of "The Eleven" Branch of the CP at 411 Pierce 
Street, San Francisco, on June 23, 195h. | 


_ The above informant also reported that the subject was present at a 
meeting of the above CP Branch on July 6, 195k, at 586 hith Avenue, San 
Francisco. . _ 


4. Graphic Arts Workshop 


SF T-5, of known reliability, stated that the subject heads the Graphic 
Arts Workshop, a California Labor School (CLS) affiliate, which has 
working area in the rear of the hall at 11 Valencia Street, San Francisco. 
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The CLS has been designated by the Attorney General of the US 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF 1-6, of known reliability, furnished a CLS leaflet which listed 
the subject as one of the instructors for the summer term classes of the 
Graphic Arts Workshop. 


SF T-7, of known reliability, disclosed on June 1, 195), that a 
social sponsored by the Graphic Arts Workshop was to be held at the 
subject's home, 1007 Washington Street, Colma, on June 6, 195h. 


SF T-8, of known reliability, reported that the following 195) 
California license ‘plates appeared on automobiles observed to be parked 
in the inmediate vicinity of the subject's home on the evening of June 
6, Woks 


1A76508 
1026795 
1F61,60), 
6B86007 
The above plates were ascertained through records of the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles to be registered to the following individuals 
respectively: 


. Mrse AURO (ISON . yt 
6 Dubéan Street,,San Francisco CAlt 

FRANK A f 

88), Alabama Stree »an,.Francisco Cahl 

RICHARD/ CORRELL. i? 
256 Third Avenue, San Francisco CA Af 

SUSAN H<PRETERS p 
1270 Waller Street.,.San-Francisco, CAM 


SF T-9, 9 Aciown . reliability, reported that exhibits ascribed to Calf 


subject, RB SON, FRANK A. ROWE and R. W.YGORRELL appeared in the 
space alotted to the Graphic Arts Workshop af \the San Francisco Art’ 
Festival at Union Square, San Francisco, on September : 19536 


SF T-10, of known reliability, reported that one SUE ETERS and CAht 


subject were present at a meeting of the Graphic Arts Wo shop on March 
28, 1953, at 1932 Cabrillo Street, San Francisco. . “ 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 4 le 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 5 


SF 100-6359 


Se Russian American Society, Ince (RAS) 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General of the US pursuant 
to Executive Order 10150. 


SF T-13, of known reliability, reported that the subject attended the 
RAS picnic held May 30, 195) at Gavriloff's Ranch, Petaluma, California, 
at which he made a speech stating | that the RAS stood for peace and its 
members were good Americans, . 


SF Tel; reported that subject was present at an RAS meeting June h, 
195, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Franciscoe 


The above. informant also ‘reported that subject was present at an RAS 
meeting June 1, 195h, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, at which 
time subject restated the RAS position regarding interviews with F.B.I. 
agents in that individuals approached should be polite, but refuse to 
discuss any matters unless in the presence of an attorney. 


SF T-13 also disclosed that subject was present at the RAS meeting 
June 11, 1954 at 321 Divisadero St., San Francisco. 


SF T- reported the subject was present at an RAS meeting June 25, 
1954, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco. 


The same informant noted that the subject was present at the 13th 
anniversary banquet of the RAS on June 26, 195), at 321 Divisadero St., 
San Francisco. At this banquet the subject made a speech in which he stated 
that the purpose of the RAS was to fight for peace and a better future 
for the people of the United States and the world. The specific purpose 
was to fight Russian Fascists who were expelled from Russia and are 
now welcomed by the present administration. These individuals are to be 
exposed as traitors. 


The same informant reported that the subject was present at an RAS 
meeting July 2, 1954, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco. 


The subject was also reported by above informant to be present at an 
RAS meeting July 23, 1954, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, at 
which he announced that the Post Office Department was destroying books 
and magazines from the Soviet Union and, therefore, the HAS was not 
receiving these items. It'was decided that the subject should get in 
touch with other progressive organizations ,who had the same trouble, for 
the purpose of sending a joiht protest to the Post Office Department, 


‘the United States Attorney General and Congressmen. 


ee eee 


SF 100-6 359 
B. ASSOCIATION WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS 


at 


On July 8, 195k, SF T-11 disclosed that the subject entered the ARI 
at 90 McAllister Street, San Francisco, at approximately 10:10 AM on July 
‘~ 8, 195le The ARI has been described abovee Subject departed from the 
Wie at 12330 PM the same date with VLADIMIR GERASIMOVICH DUDENKOV and 
(} VIKTOR WXZEGAL and they, proceeded in the subject's car to Fishermen's 
Ny Wharf where they had lunch. At approximately 3:25 PM the three proceeded 
Wn the subject's car to the Cliff House at Point Lobos, San Franciscoo 
SF Twll reported that after a short stay at the Cliff House, the subject, 
DUDENKOV and ZEGAL returned to the Plaza Hotel by way of the deYoung 
Museum. . 


~ 


On July 9, 1954, SF T-11 reported that at 5:55 PM of that date 
subject picked up DUDENKOV and ZEGAL in front of the Plaza Hotel and 
drove them to subject's home at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, and 
remained there until 11:00 PM. » a 


SF T-12, of knoympneliability, disclosed that HOLLAND ROBERTS of the Celt | 
NAUTORE. and inquired if anyone had given him any —_ * 


ARI contacted VICTOR An 
messages for ROBERTS, ARNAUTOFF ‘replied that it was indefinite as it was 
not decided if they were going or not, ROBERTS thought it no.use waiting 
any longer in. that case and said he actually would wait awhile longer, 
put then would have to leavee ROBERTS and ARNAUTOFF agreed to meet the 
following Tuesday. ARNAUTOFF commented he had "tails around here. 
"ROBERTS said he had them too but that they mean nothing in his life any- | 
mores a 


~ . 
| -t HOLLAND DAROBERTS as of April 16, 195), was one of the two - 

Norticers of thé ART in San Francisco, according to SF T-12. Current 
"(summer 195) biiiletins of the CLS list ROBERTS as Director of thet 


institutione , 


i 


The significance of the above contact is not known nor if it had - 
reference to the visit of DUDENKOV and ZEGAL. 


“C. MISCELLANEOUS . | 


466 Membership in Art Associations 
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SF Tell, of unknown reliability, disclosed that the subject was a 
member of Artists Equity, which she described as an association of artists 
in San Francisco, which to the best of her knowledge was not Communist 
influenced. 


SF T-15, of unknown reliability, revealed that the subject was a 
member of the San Francisco Art Association, which to the best of the 
informant's knowledge was not Commnist controlled. 


2. Finances 


SF T-16, of known deliability, @isclosed that commercial account No. 
4306 gf <(IOTOR and TD and LIDIANAENAUTOFF at the Bank of America had the follow- 
ing ées: 7 CANE 
As of June 28, 195k, = $229.60 
As of July 21, 1954, - $236.92 


3. International Women's Day 


SF T-+13 identified the subject in attendance at an International 
Women's Day meeting March 20, 195k, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Fran- 
cisco. 


he Portrait of GERTRUDE WARWICK 
\i GERTR La CK, according to an article in the DPW of ‘April 29, 
Ch Ah, page 7/ joined the CP in 1919 as a charter member. The article 
Prather noted that the subject had studied her for a portrait and that 
subject told Mrs. WARWICK, "I think your personality is a great deal 
bigger than I can put down in a portrait.'"' The "Daily People's World" 
(DPW) is a West Coast Communist newspaper. 


The May 11, 1954, issue of the DPW contains a photograph of a 
portrait of GERTRUDE WARWICK, The text under the photograph is as 
follows: "This portrait of GERTRUDE WARWICK, taken by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 
was unveiled Sunday at open. ceremonies. Copies of the portrait are - 
available at $1 each. They may be secured by writing the 'Daily 
People's World,* 590 Folsom Street, San Francisco," 


On the same page under ithe heading "250 Jam Double Birthday Party" 
appeared the following: “AL/RICHMOND, Executive Editor of the sponsoring 
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. CONFIDEMTIAL 
SF 100-6359 


'DPW' unveiled a portrait of Mrs. WARWICK by artist VICTOR ARNAUTOFF." 


‘SF T-13 furnished an invitation to a birthday party for GERTRUDE 
WARWICK to be held May 9, 195), at 610 55th Street, Oakland. Among other 
activities this invitation listed the unveiling of. a portrait by the 
subject of GERTRUDE WARWICK. 


5. Vacation 


SF Tel, indicated that the subject and his wife were to begin their 
vacation August 16, 1954, and that they were to stay at a farm with 
address Route 2, Box 86, Oakdale, California. Informant. noted that subject 
and wife have been spending vacations at this farm for many yearso 


«Pew 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 8 


» 


SF 100-6389 
—— ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
SOURCES : | 
- oo DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE «AGENT TO. —3——SCSC«&STLES. NUMBER 
SOURCE AND/OR DESC. OF INFO. RECEIVED WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 
SF T-1- 


is Anonymous 


spe EIA) =10) 
is A : s we 
SF T.3 Subject's car parked b/u/SN. FRYE 100-6359=1176 
is Fisur, agents.-vicinity CHC event, A.J. TENNYSON 
SF office ae / . Me 
SF Tel Subj attended CP mtg \7/7/Sh G.D. COAKLEY 
6/23/5h ‘ 
Subj Attended CP mtg 8/8/54 | " 
7/6/54 
Subj attended RAS mtg B/l/Sk > tt 
6/u/Sh . 
Subj attended RAS mtg 7/7/Sh 9 
6/11/5hL ON 
‘Subj attended RAS mtg 7/7/5h on 
(6/25/54. \ 
Subj attended RAS banqg-7/7/5) " 
uet 6/26/5h — Sy 
Subj atterided RAs mtg 7/7/54 tt 
7/2/su 
Subj attended RAS mtg 8/l/5h " 
; 7/23/5u — 
: Subject's vacation 8/10/54. " 100-6359-1210 


(orally) 


SF rs H Subj heads G.A.W. 5/26/54 Wed. HOY 
is 
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SOURCE 


SF 26 | i 


SF 1-8 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (cont) 


“DATE OF- ACTIVITY. 


aa AND/OR DESC. OF INFO 


Subj. G eA We instructe 


or 


“G. A.W. social ‘at sub- 


Ject's home 


Sete DON TANNIHILL, Cars: vic. subject's 


Broadnoor PD 
sf r9 

SA HENRY D. GRUSH 
SF Office 


‘SF _t-10 


SF T-13 


home 6/6/54 


Exhibits of. SAW. 


Infor re SUE PETERS 


HOLLAND ROBERTS 
contacted subj 
HOLLAND ROBERTS 
office of ARI 


RAS’ mbg 5/30/Sh 


RAS mtg 6/11/54 


Subject at WARWICK 
party 
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DATE 


6/1/54 


7/10/Sh._ 


9/25/53 


4/3/83 


*\1/6/5i . 
-1/8/5h 


1/9/5u 


6/7/Sh 


7/1 /Su 
6/7/54 


DLA. 


AGENT TO 


RECEIVED -- - WHOM. FURNISHED 


P.H. KELLER- 
MEYER 


J.M. WUSLICH 


H.D. GRUSH 
MERRILL 


SF Agents 


H.D. CRUSH. 
(orally) 


“ysis 
x 


FILE NUMBER 
WHERE LOCATED 


100-6 359-1186 


100-0-83323A 


105-2427-L0 pge 8 4 
100-6359+1177 ot 


100~6 359-1183, 1188 


100-6359-1190 


* 100-6 359-1205 


100-6 359-1189 


SF 100-6359 


DATE 


TROY, Day & Night 
Branch, Bank of 


_ America 


\ 


t 


' LEAD: 


‘THE SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE -- 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (cont) 


AGENT TO 
WHOM FURNISHED 


H.D. GRUSH 
(orally). 


J.B. BENNETT ~~ 
_ F..KUBLMAN 


J.B. BENNETT 
H.D. GRUSH 
(orally) 


S.F. FEWSTER 
H.D. GRUSH 


. DATE OF ACTIVITY 

SOURCE AND/OR DESC. OF INFO RECEIVED 

SF T-13 (cont) Intl. Women's Day 6/7/54 
3/20/54 . 
Portrait GERTRUDE 6/7/54 
WARWICK - - 

SF T-14 Subj member Artists 5/19/5u 

FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 
SF_T-15 Subj menber SF Art 8/23/54 
_ _ASS Lo ° 
SF T-16 Subject's finances 7/23/54 
Mrs. MARGARET 


FILE NUMBER 
WHERE LOCATED 


100-6359-117) 


100-6359-1189, 


~100-6359-1175 


This report 


This report 


Will continue to follow activities of subject. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA STANIEY F. FEWSTER dated 6/30/5h. 
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SAC, San Franetseo (100-288108) September 3, 1954 
oy j04~47@ 78> bee PERSONAL ATTENTION 
of Btrector, FBI (100©386062-Sub 47) 
u 
EMERGENCY DETENTION PROGRAM a 
SEARCHES mo 
Reurlet of August 27, 1954. \ 
| Enclosed herewith are two copies of a ~E 
nenorandum which has been forwarded to the Department oi 
to be attached to the Master Search Parrant for search ON 
of the premises occupted by Victor Michael Arnautoff 
and hts wife, Lidia Arnautoff, 1007 Yashington Street, 4 
Colma, Californias. } 
, é 
fhe enclosures should be incorporated into Se 
the list of places to be searched under the Haster / 
Search Yarrant at the time capttoned. Program is placed es 
én operation. as 
x 
by 
ey “ 
age Bufile 100-47675 (Arnautoff) | oN 
ey a oe ee | a 
a “ye SEE FILE_Z00- SNeoca- 376 oe 
ww : x 
Q 
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Mr. Tolson- 
Mr. Boardman. } 
Mr. Nichols- ; 
Mr. Belmont. 
Mr. Harbo__- 
Mr. Mohr.___— 
Mr. Parsons. 
Mr. Rosen___.___.. } 
i Mr. Tamm. }. 
i Mr. Sizoo.._.— | 
: Mr. Winterrowd_ | 
i Tele. Room.____ 
! Mr. Holloman. § 
Miss Gandy. : 


DUPLICATE 


SEP ~ 3 1954 


MAILED 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100~35602) 8/27/5h 
SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100~28810B) 
TETCOM — SEARCHES | 


«TS 
It is requested that the following premises be included under the 
master search warrant? O 


A. Residence of VICTOR MICHAEL , ARNAUTOFF. and wife LIDIA ARNAUTOFF , 
1007 Washington St., Colma, California 


ols Residence of VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF and wife LIDIA ARNAUTOFF 
/ 2s The ARNAUTOFFs resi. de at 1007 Washington Ste, Golma, Calif, 


36 ARNAUTOFF is regularly contacted by Soviet officials from 
the USSR Embassy whenever they come to SF, He is also 
head of the RAS, which has. been cited by the US Attorney 


General and is. a.CP member. : 


ha Tho following contraband material, may be found at the 
above address: 


A a tecozee 
_ 


Ae Propaganda. material of the enemy or insurgents. 


De Propaganda. material which fosters, encourages or 
promotes _ the policies,. programs or objectives of the 
enemy. ‘or ‘insurgents. 


Ca- !msograph. machines or other letter producing media 
on which such propaganda afore-mentioned has been 


‘or is being. prepared. 


d. Any and all records ineluding membership and financial 

_ records of any. organization or groups which. has been 
declared subversive or. may hereafter be so declared 
by the Attorney Genera. 


@. | Cash funds either: in currency or coins, . proinisorry 
a notes or | ohecks: or securities of any nature. ~ : 
HDG :bas | - 
REGISTERED | 
}/&< LQ me Beef be 76 » TE \ 


NOT RECORDED _ 
176 SEP 7 1954:.% a 
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|. . SAN FRANCISCO OCT 2.8 1999. | 8/21 9/5 320,283 


WILLIAM B. DILLON 


oh 
{ TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
/ SF | 8 ‘INTERNAL SECURITY = ¢ - 
el L victor MICHAEL ARNAUTORF, was. N ) .. 
| (tA f _—___ a 
Er SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 43: oo 4) ae oe 
,y cM aa > 
ay ee | pr For? 
TT age OCR EBCEHCP ESAT Sd 
_ ARNAUTOFF continues to reside with his wife, LYDIA, at 1007 Washington ly ? d 
Street, Colma, Calif.; is employed as an Art. Instructor at Stanford Oe oe 
University, Stanford, Calif. — 


Subject is a member of "The Eleven" Branch 
of the CP and attended CP branch meeting on 8/li/5l. Subject is president 


and active in Russian American Society, Inca; was in attendance at functions 
of the California Labor School, Inc. and American Russian Institute of San 
Francisco, all organizations designated by the Attorney General under. 

EO 10150. Subject and wife vacationed for two weeks during August, 195) 
on the ranch of ELMER L. MAUPIN near Oakdale Galif.; spent vacation of 1953 
at same location. - - . 
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tht fin Fe The current telephong/directo 


for San Francisco and vicinity, — 
“issued in July, 1954, indicates that tHe subject resides ‘at 1007 Washington 
Street, Colma, California (PLaza 5-072) 
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. US. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-—~-60637-2 


SF 100-6359 
WBD:jeh 


Ms. By ctor Michael 
enemas eae 


The~abeve information was confirmed by San Francisco T~1 who 
also advised that MRNAUTOFF is still employed as an Art Instructor in the 
g Art Department of Stanford“tniversity, at Stanford, California, where his. 
iy telephone number is DAvenport 3-911, Extension 59, mm, 
San Francisco T-2 also confirmed the residence and. employment 


/ ~ of the subject and also advised that the subject's wife, Mr se LYD TAs. 
NAUTOFF, who also resides at 1007 Washington Street in Colma, is presently 
unemployéd and is looking for work. 


Be. CONNECTIONS WITH ORGANIZATIONS CITED 
BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ‘THE UNITED 
STATES PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 
1050 


. . 
ie ; .i1. Communist, Party. of San Francisco 
; vommunist 4 


The Commmist Party (ap) has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Exequt ive Order 1050. 


T+2 advised on October 13, 195 hi that subjeet ARNAUTOFF is a ‘member 
of "The Eleven" branch of the CP of San Francisco and is an active member of: 
the branch although ARNAUTOFF does not hold any office in. the CP of which 
T~2 is awaree 


Tm2 also advised that a meeting of "The Eleven" branch of the CP_ 
Was held on Au Su, at 331 Acacia Avenue in San Bruno, Califomia, 
and VWroto! a NAUT e among the five members of the branch 
who were in attendance. Subject read an article by WILLIAM FOSTER concerning 
the danger of war which was published in the May, 195) rea "Political 


Affairs". The group then discussed the article and GEORGIXWILLIAMS, one 
of the members present, expressed the opinion that United ‘St@tes defeats 
at Geneva, Peace in Indo China, and the increasing trade between East and 
West was easing the war danger. ARNAUTOFF challenged this statement and 
stated that events had sort of cornered "our War Mongers" and these people 
feel that time is running in favor of the Soviet Bloc and they had better 
start a war now for there would be less chances of winning at a later date. 


e 
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Qe Russian ‘Americal Society, Ince 


. The Russian American Society, Incorporated (RAS) has been 
designated by the Attorriey General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10]50. ; 


[+2 advised on October 13, 195), that ARNAUTOFF continues to 
be an active member of RAS and presently holds the position of president 
of the organization. T-2 recalled that ARNAUTOFF has been president of 
RAS since the organization's inception in approximately 191. 


San Francisco T-3 made available an announcement of the "CHEKHOV 
Festival" which was being sponsored by the RAS and the American Russian 
Institute (ARI) of San Francisco on July 31, 1954... ~~." 
_—_— t . ‘ 
, ; ’ The informant attended the festival which was held at 321 Divisadero 
. K Street im San Francisco, the address of the California Labor School (CLS) 
ae ROBERTS, Director of CLS and president of ARI, made a very flowery 
speech praising the works of ANTON CHEKHOV. The informant noted that VICTOR 
’ and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF were among those in attendance at the festivals 


San Francisco T~) confirmed the attendance of ARNAUTOFF and his wife 
at the CHEKHOV. Festival and indicated about 150 persons were at the gathering. 


. San Francisco T-5 also confirmed the attendance of Mr. and Mrs. 
ARNAUTOFF at the CHEKHOV Festivdland he estimated approximately 65 people 
were present. 


[m2 indicated a meeting of the RAS was held on August 6, 195, 
at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, which was attended by seven individual 
including subject ARNAUTOFF and his wife. The group accepted an invitation 
from the Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born to take part in an 
international festival to be held in Oakland, California. ARNAUTOFF was 
authorized to contact the ART to propose a joint celebration by RAS and ARI 
for the Great October Revolution for November 7, 195). ARNAUTOFF made a 
report indicating he had contacted a number of progressive organizations 
for the purpose of arranging a joint protest to the Post Office Department 
for its failure to deliver Soviet books and newspapers but found that none 
of the organizations he contacted were willing to make such a protest at 
this time. 
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San Francisco T-6 confirmed the attendance of ARNAUTOFF and his 
wife at the RAS meeting of August 6, 195). 


- T-2 advised that a meeting of the RAS was held at 321 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, on August 13, 195k, andthe subject and his wife 
were among the ten individuals in attendance. . 


he. © eA : ; 
~ Ss ar DYjastocraey reported on happenings in Indo China and at 
Ce the Geneva Confefence and his material was apparently taken from newspaper 
articles. 


GEORGE “ILLTAMS gave the Marxist approach to’ these happenings 
and claimed that the Geneva Conference was a big defeat for American 
diplomacy and American imperialistic aims. WILLIAMS was disappointed with 
the Geneva decisions because he felt that the whole of Indo China hould 
have~been given’ to HO CHI-MIN. , 


The group also Ciscussed German cruelty and one member claimed 
that cruel behavior was a natural characteristic of all Germans, but 
ARNAUTOFF stopped the discussion by declaring that no nation is good or . 
bad and that all people are good until bad governments spoil them. ARNAUTOFF 
pointed out that the Russian people under the Czars conquered many countries 
but under the Soviet Government the Russian people ceased to be conquerors 
and are friendly toward all the world. ARNAUTOFF indicated that under the _ 
Western capitalistic government the Germans are revising Nazism and think 
about war with the Soviet Union while the people in Eastern Germany are 


peaceful and do not want any war. 


_ On September 8, 195), T-2 advised that a meeting of the RAS had . 
been held at the CLS on September 3, 195, and that ARNAUTOFF and his wife 
were included among the six individuals in attendance. No regular meeting 
was held because only four members of the board were present. A letter 
was read from the Committee for the Protection of the Foréign Born asking 
that RAS be one of the sponsors for a national convention to be held in 
Chicago, Illinois in December, 195). No decision could be reached due to 
a lack of a quorum. , 
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On September 12, 195), the RAS sponsored a dinner at 32] Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, according to T~2. About 20 people attended and the 
_ admission charged was $1.50 each. The subject was there. 


a 


3. Calif ornia Lebor School, Tne .. 


The California Labor School, Incorpa ated (CLS), of 321 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, California, has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


San Francisco T-7 advised on July 21, 195h, that a lecture 
entitled "Guataumala" was held at the CLS on July 15, 1954, and that subject 
was in attendance. 


San Francisco Bs reported on July 22, 195 55 that a"Starobin. 
Workshop" had been held at the CLS on July 17, 19Sh. This was also referred 
to as a peace Workshop and was attended by a group of approxima tely 150, 
people which included the subject. 


gosaPe/ STAROBIN spoke on peace and the oe was divided into three» , 
unit for. panel ise NSe 
s for p ussio Se Cuts 


San Francis co T~9 advised on mnguet ky tat condone, 
acLS.instructor, had expressed the opinion that the Starobin flor STO wae 
actualt ty a conference at which LCE. policy was set forth. 


San Francisco T-10 advised that during a meeting on June 16, 
195i, a person interested in raising funds for the "Daily Peoples! World", 
a West Coast Communist Mees iTK a discussion efNgP’ “clubs washeld and at 
Ay ad MPBES time a CP member’ sta HAS MICHAEL and. RS SEP LOLOY HOLLAND ROBERTS 
ws Mand4EDVIN Gren TSOBEL CF SREY 


Indo China", This book was published by Ganneron and Kahn, len York, New 
York, and in a leaflet by the publishers announcing the book, STAROBIN was 
described as a foreign correspondent and commentator in world affairs since 
1939, formerly foreign editor of "The New Masses" and a person who covered 
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se el 
the United Nations for. the sDeily Worker" Y(STAROBIN was said to have spent 
195i and'1952 in Western Europe, traveling. ASYOSStHS~USSR. to China in 
1952 where he spent the years 1952 and 1953, and. visited Viet Nam from 
China during that time. |. —_—— 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist newspaper. "The 
New Masses" was cited by the Attorney General as a "Communist Periodical" 
on September 21, 1912. 


T~7 furnished a copy of an undated mimeographed letter received 
from the CLS indicating that among the artists who would appear at the CL 
during the Fall Term of 195 was subject ARNAUTOFF. 


T-2 advised on October 13, 195), that so far as he knows, subject 
ARNAUTOFY is not teaching any classes at the CLS at this time. 


h. American Russian Institute of 
San Francisco , 


The American Russian Institute of San Francisco (ARI) -has been 
designated by the attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 1050. oO 


T-2 advised on October 13, 195, that subject ARNAUTOFF is a 
member of the ARI, continues active in its affairs and he is. believed to 


be a member of the ARI's Executive Board. 


San Francisco T=11 advised on September 3, 195, that she had 
note: that the subject and his wife are among the individuals who usually 
attend most pictures and social events which have been sponsored by ART 
in recent months. : . 

C. MISCELLANEOUS 


1. Finances 


The following information should not be made public prior to the 
issuance of a subpoena. . 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 19 


* 


o»- .@ 


SF 100-6359 
WED: jeh 


é 


On September 28, 1954, San Francisco T=12 advised that the 
commercial account for the subject maintained at the Day and Night Branch 
of the Bank of America, Powell Street, San Francisco , California, had a 
balance of $119.90 on August 26, 195, a balance of $138.27 on September 20, 
195k, and was the recipient of a deposit of $253.0 on September 2, 195). 
T-12 advised that during the month of September, 295), ARNAUTOFF and his 
wife issued about fifteen checks drawn on this account,. all of which were 
in minor amounts and apparently used to pay bills. 


The informant noted that on, September 3, 195), Check #1603 was 
made payable to the San Franéisco Bank in the amount of $76.00 while on 
- September 14, 195), Check #1612 was made payable to the Tidewater Associated 
Oil Company inthe amount.of $26.22. The informant directed attention to 
the fact that a number of small checks payable to "Cash" had been cashed at 
King! s Market, a large. super market in Colma, the residence of subject. 


‘2. Vacations 


_ The following investigation was conducted by SA CLARENCE We 
DUNKER : 


AT OAKDALE, CALIFORNIA 


HUGH L. APPLING, Postmaster, advised that ate 
been changed to Rt. 2, Box 717, and was a ranch 
~SgAUELLL—He advised that this address had been known for ot “as the re) 
ot ssian Camp". He advised for a number of years a number of Russians me 
people of Russian descent spent their. vacations at this ranch, and that the 
ranch had a group of cabins off the road near the river. 


. APPLIL NG advised that the ranch was formerly operated by the 
GIBSON Brothers. ~ 


WESIEY MINES 729, . atvieo@ that © a - 
Rte 2, Box 717, which was near kis eae formerly.-kriown as Rte, “ox 86 
and was a dairy farm operated by MIMER_LSWWAUPIN. He advised that MAUPIN 
had operated the ranch for approximately one year, but that for many years 
this ranch had been known as the thussian com Ke advised that it was 
started many years ago by a man he ‘underst boxes was Polish, that fo several 
NEBSON, but actually owned by 


years it was operated by HERBERT and FLOR NSS 
WANS) 


Col he 


SrA RIT RTL NME TREN NN ab HA SRS AAC 


-~7-— 
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GIBSON's father and uncle, whose names he did not-know. He advised the 
GIBSON's sold the place to some people cal LEWBUCK INGHAM, who in turn 
sold it to:ELMiz L. MAUPIN. He advised that HERBERT and FLORENCE GIBSON 
now live on a ranch near LaGrange, California. ; 


MILAM advised that there were several cabins near the river about 
% three hundred or more yards from the ranch house which were occupied during 
the summer months by Russians and people of Russian descent, who apparently 
came from San Francisco or the Bay area. He advised that on Sundays, during 
the summer months, there were frequently picnics at this place and that. there 
were sometimes 30° or lO people in attendance. 


MILAM advised that he knew of no unusual activity concerning the . 
"Russian Camp" and under stood that it was a social gathering place. 


He also advised that a man named TRSLUCK who was a real estate 
man from San Francisco, and was also of Russian descent, had a house at 
Knights ferry, which was only a few miles from the "Russian Camp" and that 
TESLUCK had cabins in the rear.of his house in knights Ferry, which were 
also occupied by Russian people during the swamer months. He advised that — 
in recent years a number of the people who had occupied TESLUCK's cabins 
had apparently moved away, and there were not nearly as many Russians fre- 
quenting the Knights Ferry area as there were a number of years ago. 


Mrs. NOMI MAUPIN and her husband ELMER L. MAUPIN, Rt. 2, Box 717, 

advised that they had purchased the ranch at this: address approximately a 
year ago from LAURA BUCKINGHAM, Stockton, California. They advised that 
they understood the BUCKINGHAMS had operated this ranch until Mr. BUCKINGHAM 

had died and that they lived at the ranch for approximately three years. 
She advised that prior to this time for a period of six or seven years the 
ranch was operated by HERBE?T and FLORENCE GIBSON, who she understood Lived 
on Waterford 2 Road, near LaGrange, Califor niae. - 


She advised that she understood that the place was originally 
started by a man named PASCAYICH (oh) and that he was told by a Russian 
doctor that that particular territory was a very healthy place. He advised 
that in view of this PASCAVICH allegedly erected a number of cabins and 
that the cabins were used by Russian people and people of Russian descent 
from San Francisco for their vacations. They advised that they understood 


that this had been taking place for at least twenty years. 


ny 
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They advised that when they bought the property about a year 
ago, Some people contacted them and asked if they would continue the cabins. 
They advised that as this was profitable they continued to rent the cabins 
for $12. per week on some and $15. per week on others. -They advised that 
there were 11 cabins in all. ; 


‘ The MAUPINS advised that they understood that all of the people 
who rented the cabins came from San Francisco, that this was a social 
gathering place for people of Russian descent and that they spent their 
time fishing, playing poker and swimming. 


They advised that Mr. and Mrs. ARNAUTOFF had been renting a cabin 
from them for a period of two weeks and were leaving on September 1, 195). 
Mrs. MAUPIN advised that Mrs. ARNAUTOFF mentioned that when she returned 
to the City she would have to look for another ~job, that she had been told 
by her employer that it wovld not be necessary for her.to return to work. 
She advised that Mrs. ARNAUTOFF claimed that she had had'an operation and 
had been away from work for some time. She advised that she (Mrs. ARNAUTOFF) 
claimed that her husband was a teacher at Stanford University and that they ha: 
a son who had recently been discharged from a branch of the Armed Services. 


The MAUPINS advised that the ARNAUTOFFS had only been renting 
cabins for two years as far as they could determine and that the original 
reservation for the ARNAUTOFFS had been made by Mrs. NICK GORSHENINof San 
Francisco. They advised that Mr. GORSH:NTN! was apparently a stevedore and 
that he had a friend named CASTLEMAN, who visited there. a Ca &. 


They advised that the only mail they had noted OES NAUTOFFS 

- was mail from their son JAKE, who was supposed to attend an Arts “and"Crafts 
School in San Francisco and that the only outside visitars they had noted was 
&@ couple who stayed two nights and had three children. 


Mr. MAUPIN advised that recently he had been down at the camp . 


whigh was some distance from the ranch house and ‘that he had noted that 
AS: NIC SHENIN had a sickle and hammer made of wood hanging in front of his 
tent MAUPIN advised that he told GORSHSNIN he would hdave’to take down the 
hammer and sicklee - Oo VS a 
’ al 


ecg) emamenncenpaneet 
The MAUPINS advised Weert a Mrs. ACTMERICHARDS, who was of Russian 
descent and was married vo Waptiin wave TECHARDS » USMC, had been coming 
to the Camp for many years. The believed“that she was a reliable individual. 
They ady#Sed that a Mrs. ROBERRYSHARPE, a Mrs. TED ARCEKISHNEN, anda lrs. ° 
_ SOHN YEISEGADIS were constant” sumer vacationers at the camp. ae 


— — BUA, 
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MAUPIN advised that he had noticed that the occupants of 
the camp liked to keep to themselves and that they spoke Russian among 
themselves, when they were at the camp, and even spoke Russian to the 
children. He advised that it was his impression that the people came to 
the camp mainly for health reasons and that the people of the camp never 
caused any difficulty. 


T-3 advised on September 7, 195), that in connection with the 
vacationing of ARNAUTOFR-fnd his wife in Oakdale, California, the informant 
recalled that EERNESEXPARTZ is manager of a hospital in Oakdale, and lives 

\ in a small home in that community. The informant was unable to state whether 
PARTZ and the subject were acquainted or associated together. — 


On August 10, 1953, T~3 also advised that BERNESE PARTZ had 
been Secretary of the Baltic States Culturel Committee in San Francisco in 


about 1949, and that so far as the informant knows PARTZ has not been active 
recently in Communist front activities. 


- 10 = 
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San Francisco T-13 advised in February, 1952 that the Baltic 
States Cultural Committee, also known as the American Baltic Cultural. 
Committee consists of two representatives each from the Estonian, Latvian, 
Lithuanian and Finnish progressive groups in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
This committee sponsors: social affairs for those nationalities and by having 
united gatherings the group can obtain better organizations. Money obtained 
from these affairs is divided equally among the various nationalities and 
is used by them in backing pro-Communist causes. 


3. Automobile oo . 


On ‘September 5, 1954, a 1950 Ford four-door automobile was observed | 
parked in front of the subject's home in Colma by SA HENRY D. GRUSH and the 
vehicle was equipped with 195) California license WO-LUE. It is noted that 
such license plates are issued in California to amateur radio operators 
sometimes called "ham operators. 


The records of the California Departunent of Motor Vehicles 
indicate that this license was issued for a 1950 Fa,ay Motor Number BOLB- 


126,332, which is registered to MIKE or LILLIAN DJA .NAUTOFF ,  603_South _ 
.__redondo Avenue, Manhattan Beach, california. this person. is the subject's 


eldest son. SMITE SAECO acs 
h. Communications 


San Francisco T-1\ advised that.he had observed the billings for 
long distance telephone calls made by the subject during a part of August 
and September, 1951, but no calls of any intelligent significance were 
noted. 


\ 
ae — ‘October 13, 195), T-2 advised that the subject's son, JACOB 
Xkaonoee, is presently attending some school in the East Bay Area and is 
Siding théree The informant learned that JACOB ARNAUTOFF has a job, but 
was unable to determine any further details. 


5. Relatives 


pe 
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Telephone Call 
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. of Information 
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10/12/5h; . 
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RAS 3 8/6/5 h 


RAS, 8/13/5) 


PAS, 9/3/56. 


- : ; - RAS, ~ 912/54 me 


7/31/Sk 


BERNESE PARTZ 


SOURCES 


tata tec see sr nme 


9/15/5h 


Date 
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8/10 Sh 


vo 8/3/5h 
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8/10/s); 
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SA DONALD 
BF. COFFIN 


100~6359— 
D. GRUSH-..1235 


oon 
\ 


* -n . 
ie 
; ° @ & 
> . 4 


ae 


SF 100-6359 


WBD:jeh 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
SOURCES (CONT'D) | 
Identity Date of Activity Date Agent to File Number 
of Source. And/or Description Received whon where. 
of Information Furnished Located 
SF Th. 7/31/5h 8/10/Sh SA ELSWORTH 
Ls F. HEMING- — 
, WAY | 
SP ToS: 7/31/sh 8/2/5h ‘SA WILLIAM 
x \ . : de HOY 
8/6 /5\1 8/13/5u_ 
SF T-2, CLS, 0 V/2/sh SR FRANK 
SN BAS S. PERRONE. 
. ey eerste “ cris letter _ _ ee. Of 15; S) power ee | 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D) J EOP? 
“SP TBs | OLS 7/22/5 SA WAYNE - 
a Te H. WEBB 
fof 7/12/94 B/16/S 
‘SP P93 Starobin 8/L/Sh = SA RICHARD 
; Workshop H. NELSON 
SF T-10, CP meeting 6/17/Su " 100~988))~ 
; 6/é/s | | | 3479 b 
SF T-1l, 9f3/s4 9/3/54 SA STANLEY 100-635~ 
F. FEWSTER 123) _ 
SF T-12, | Finances  9/28/5h SA WILLIAM instant 
Mrs. MARGARET B. DILLON report 
TROY, Bof A, 
1 Powell Ste, 
San Francisco 
~13- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
SOURCES (CONT'D) 
Identity Date of Activity Date Agent to File Number 
of Source And/or Deseription Received whom . where 
of Information | ___Furnished Located 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D) }-... SF T=13. Baltic States 2/13/52 SA HENRY  105-615~-96 © 
os os Cultural . D. GRUSH 
Committee 
SF T-1h, Toll calls | 9/20/Sh SA MAURICE 100~6359- 
August and M. DeJEAN 1237 


Sept. 195 


The data on the subject's security index card was 
checked on October 13, 195), and- determined to be current and accurate. 


SAN FRANCISCO DIVISTON 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
AND VICINETY 


Will follow and report the activities of subject 
ARNAUTOFF. ; 


REFERENCE: Report of SA HENRY D, GRUSH, San Francisco, dated 8/26/56 


-1h+ 
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her - Fitzgerald 


gae, San Francisco (200-6859) (orginal and . pecember 9, 1954 
; © one) | 


Director, FAI (100-47675) 


peconnen FPeRNAL SECURITY ~ 8 


et toe, 
ut Arnautoff, Is =-Ry Sodac,y Washington; 2. C., Is - Be” 
s : 


He’ is already on 


the Security Index... a 


ss Fnasmuch as the subject does not. appear to 
offer any potentialtties. fron the informant standpoint, 
the Bureau feels that the communtcations regarding him 
should continue to be. forwarded under the classification 
Internal Security « @, rather than under the classification 


Internal Securtty ~ Re _ : 
ce = = Fashington Field (Information) 


NOTES 


(0) oe . 


(5) ho 
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‘MAILED 8 i :, WUESNOS eECAUILA ZECL 

DEC 5 = 10B4 - 
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é (iis 

| fe. Polsua | 

~ Boardman i 

Ba ehols A [ ; 
- a 


. Jef 
; FOIA(D)(7)-(D)] of aes 
AIRTEL FOIA(b)(7)-(E) | y Mz. 
: 3 « Mer. Stzco 
FBI WASH FIELD - 12/2/ ‘4 | Bir. Winterzowd. 
| Tele. Room 
| 


DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC SAN. FRANCISCO Miss Con 


VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, IS-R; SODAC, WASHINGTON, D.C., IS-Hu= acon 


Po 


(BUFILE 65~30092) ° | \ 


' 


\ 


3 


WFO INDICES REFLECT THAT ONE VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF IS 
MENTIONED IN THE REPORT OF SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER DATED 2/2/53 
AT SF, ENTITLED "VIGTOR MICHABL ARNAUTOFF" (SF FILE 100-6359). 
PROVIDE WFO WITH ONE COPY OF THE RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 
FOR INFORMATION. THIS MATTER SHOULD BE GIVEN PREFERRED , 
IMMEDIATE AND CONTINUOUS ADMINISTRATIVE AND INVESTIGATIVE 


UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN (<-_ 3, , 


ATTENTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SACLETS 54-32 (G) AND 54-38 (N). 
THE SOURCE SHOULD BE PROTECTED BY A T SYMBOL WHEN USED IN 


A REPORT IN VIEW OF ITS SENSITIVE NATURE. ~RUC = ry" | 
: RK 
[tir, Belmont | a 'e LAUGHLI i 
Mr. Belnont ay : 
RGMsLAZ hy oo eg 
105-NEW OED © G oe bed Bo kod 
L = WFO, 16597 ISNB.H (Sopac) —xeRORDE? arr ae 
a LSA | i ti rae U aie in. 
. pH on G& Te a nee 13 1954 
ge I AK aspect 
| AIRTEL f. @ 4 Ai | __ 
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[1 Eofward to File Review 
Cotketurn to chy gpeal Ext. 
SuperW#sor 


Room /O¥7 


(7) All_-References 

[erSubversive References 

[—] Main References Only 

[J Main References Only 

(1 Restrict to Locality of 
CEr Breakdown £1 Buildup [Variations 

[-) Exact Name Only 

C2] Exact Spelling 
[J Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


SUBJECT - ‘ 


Address 


Localities 
Birthdate & Place 


Searcher 
ee oc Be 


. FILE NUMBER ; «SERIAL 
a pepo. bh sews wale hey 


aot ra Laisa, 
a hehidinare, ame. 
VALA ake dich Oat 


oe ~ > a oe 
{ ene 
! . Cn /. oe O  -FD-36 
: . SS scoumnn . 
_ "| Mr. Tolson. a 
oe jie Mr. Boardman. : ; 
hee Ae Mr. Nichols__p- i 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ° ™ 
a ; a, “ee . BelmontZ__ 
we UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE — } 


aL Mr. Harbo 
a Wir. Mohr. - 
— . Parsons. 


ek ee ee rere 


FBI S#l FRANCISCO (100-6359) 12/9/54 


Transmit: the following Teletype message to: 
7) DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF , WAS. 5 Is-C. 


AIRTEL 12/2/54 STATING 


ARNAUTOFR 


| 


IS SUBJECT OF CURRENT INVESTIGATION BY SF. REPORT SA WILLIAM Be 
DILLON, SF, 10/28/51, INDICATES SUBJECT EMPLOYED AS ART. INSTRUCTOR 
AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY, STANFORD, CALIF. , WITH RESIDENCE AT 1007 
WASHINGTON ST., COLMA, CALIF. REPORT IDENTIFIED: SUBJECT AS 
CURRENT MEMBER OF "THE ELEVEN" BRANCH OF CP, USA, AND PRESIDENT OF 
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i , sei and wife are members of “Phe Eleven" Branch of. the 


CPs attended branch meetings held in San Francism, Calif., on 9/15529/5l45 
and 10/13,27/5i, according to informant. 


Subject. is president of - 


RAS, Ince arid active in its functions; extended eongratulations on 
12/2/54 to Soviet Embassy, Washington, D.C., on anniversary of USSR 


fi "October Revolution, 


CLS, San Francisco, Calif., had display of 
_ subject's works of art from 10/31-11/1h/5he 
Ny at CLS functions on 9/22, 10/23 and 11/5/Sh. 
FT cited by Attorney General under, Executive Order. 10150. 


ARNAUTOFF was in attendance 
“CP, RAS and CLS all - 
Mrs. LYDIA 


ARNAUTOFF secured employment during November 1954, at Russky Kustar, 
San- Francisco, Calif., book store ‘and novelty Shope | 
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A. CONNECTIONS WITH ORGANIZATIONS CITED 
BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE U.S. 
PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 10150 


(1) COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) 
© 4 RNAUTO EF 

SF Tel advised that/members of "The Eleven" Branch ‘of the 
CP, including members_VICTOR/and LYDIA ARNAUTOIF, held a meeting on 
September 15, 1954. The meeting began at 321 Divisidero Street but 
later adjourned to the San Francisco ocean beach in one of the 
memberts automobiles. The informant stated that the meeting was 


disorderly and gloomy and that LYDIA ARNAUTOFF stated that the Russian- 


‘American Society, Inc. (RAS) was fast losing its members and was in 
anger of disintegrating. She indicated to the members present that 
most people do not want “bo be seen at 321 Divisidero, and it was 


decided that the members of RAS should invite people to their respective 


homes in order to influence them. Mrs. ARNAUTOFF also announced 
that since her return from her vacation she had not seen her "boss" 
from the CP Section Committee and so had no CP news for the group. 
One of the members announced that the CP would fight all suppressive 
laws recently passed by the Congress. 


The September 29, 195) meeting of "The Eleven" Branch was also 

held at the ocean beach in San Francisco in one of the member's — 
- automobiles and the subject. and his wife, LYDIA, were present. The 

meeting was brief and one of the members announced that the RAS 
was unable to meet its financial obligations and it was proposed — 
that the California Labor School (CLS) be reouested to reduce the 
portion of the rent for 321 Divisidero, allocated to the RAS, . 
$25 or 430 a monthe, It was also proposed that the RAS felepione 
be discontinued as one means of reducing expenses. (T-1, 10/6/5h) 


On October 13, 1954, according to T-l, a meeting of 
"The Eleven" Branch of the CP was again held at the San Francisco 
beach in a member's automobile and VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF were 
presente The subject's wife explained the importance of CP group 
decisions with regard. to mass organizations. The matter. came before 
the group because one of the riembers had mentioned at the September 
29, 1954, meeting that it was not important for the CP members to_ 
discuss and reach deci ‘fons concerning the RAS. 


Member CEORGENWILLIANS spoke for about a half hour on 
the role of CP members within mass organizations, saying that members 


CALS LE 7 
‘Snemrsrantmenmemcrmaereitet en 
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of the CP are the leaders of the masses and the CP members must 
keep the leadership by discussing problems among themselves, 
reaching decisions, and only then bringing the matters before the 
massese WiLLAMS pointed out that CP members are equipped with the 
knowledge of social science as set forth by MARK, ENGELS, LENIN 
and STALIN 


According to T-1, Mrs. ARNAUTOFF announced at the October 
13, 1954, meeting that "The Bleven™ Branch of the CP had already 
collected $25 for the "Daily People's World" and she hoped that . 
the branch would be able to top its quota of $300. 


At the October 13, 195, meeting it was decided that the 
branch would celebrate the Great October Revolution with the CLS on 
November 6, 195), according to T«l, and the branch was to organize 
the banquet while the CLS would supply a speaker and a film entitled, 
"Ten \ Days That Shook the World." 


- Tel reported that a meeting of "The Elven" Branch of the 
CP was held on October 27, 1954, at 411 Pierce Street, and the subject 
and his wife were among those in attendance. No regular meeting was 
held and the comrades spent two hours addressing envelopes for a 
leaflet concerning the elections, which was being mailed to members 
of the San Francisco Russian Colonye The informant noted that the 
_addresses were being taken from the telephone directory and the 
informant commented that the leaflet was written by member GEORGE 
WILLIAMS and typed by LYDIA ARNAUTOFF. ° 

The CP, USA, is an organization which has been designated 

by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive © 
Order 10150. 


(2) RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC. 


Tel attended an RAS meeting September 10, 1954, and noted 
that the subject and his wife were present. The meeting was devoted 
to a discussion of a dinner party to be given on September 12, 

1954, by the ARNAUTOFF's at their residences 


. On September 17, 195, a meeting of the RAS was held and 
the subject and his wife were among the members present, accozding 
to Tl. No political discussion took place during the meeting and 
one of the members spent the time telling of stories of Soviet Life 
which he had read in Soviet magazines. 
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“According to T-1, the subject and his wife were also present 
at. the September 2h, 195) meeting of the RAS. Mrs. ARNAUTOEF announced 
that she was holding a party at her home on Sunday, October 3, 195h, 
and that the funds raised at this gathering would be divided equally 
between the RAS and the "Daily People's World" (DFW). At this meet~ 
ing it was announced that the American Russian Institute had refused 
to celebrate the Great October Revolution jointly with the RAS. 


Before the meeting of September 2, 1954 began, HOLLAND 
ROBERTS, Director of the CLS, announced that there would be an 

exhibition of the paintings of subject ARNAUTOFF at the CLS during 

October 1954, and ROBERTS suggested that one of the RAS members 

should make a speech explaining the fine work done by ARNAUTOIF as 

a fighter for progress and for the great future of the working classe - 
This..suzgestion caused a heated debate among the members present CARLIE 
and :it-was finally agreed that member MI CHABUYSHOPAVOLOV would be 

asked“to make the speech. 


The subject and his wife were present at the FAS meeting _ 
of October TQL95), according to Tel, ARNAUTOFF introduced a new C aA 
member, a Mrs. ROWN from Los Angeles. One of the members of the 
RAS made a comme&{ that the Independent Progressive Party. (IPP) 
candidates had no thanse whatever,in the election. ARNAUTOFF and 
members GEORGE WILLIAMS and MAR NSHOPAVOLOV all declared that the 
IEP, had a very good chance to mak wonderful showing in the 
elections 


‘The members of the RAS held a meeting on October 8, 195), 
‘according to Tel, and Mr. and Mrs. ARNAUTOFF were among the members 
present. + was announced that the RAS was in need of $100 a month 
to pay. its current expenses and a discussion was had as to the means 
of reducing expenses such as securing a reduction in the rent and in 
discontinuing the RAS telephone service. Mrs ARNAUTOFF announced 
that the dinner party which she gave at her home on October 3, 195h, 
netted $73 which had been divided equally between the DRY and RAS. - 


T#l advised that a regular meeting of the RAS took place 
“on October 15, 1954, and that the subject and his wife were in 
attendance. The meeting was of an educational nature and the 
discussion concerning the Nine Power Conference in London was opened 
by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF who declared that the conference was called to 
revise the European Defense Community (EDC) which had been repudiated 
by the French Parliament. Subject AHNAUTOFF also stated that it was 
a senene to ma starize Germany and to revise plans for war against 
oviet Unio 
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Mr. and Mrs. ARNAUTCHY were among the members present 

at the regular meeting of the RAS which was held on October 29, 195l, 
according to T=1. Subject ARNAUTOFF began the meeting by distributing 
election leaflets issued by the IPP and requested all members to 

not only vote for the IPP candidates but to urge others to do likewise. 
Subject ARNAUI[OFF also announced that on November 5, 195), there would 
be a lecture by DPV foreign correspondent JOSEPH CLARK who would 

speak on Soviet Russia. 


Tl advised that the meetings of the RAS referred to above 
were all held at 321 Divisidero ftreet, and that the number of members 
present varied froin ‘Seven to fourteen. 


SF T-2 advised that he was the recipient of a letter ftom 
the subject and his wife announcing a “Siberian Peiemeni dinner" at 
the ARNAUTOFF residence on October 3, 195. T2 attended this dinner 
party and ascertained that it was sponsored for the joint benefit 
of the RAS and DPW. He noted that no political discussions took place 
during the course of the dinner. 


SF T-3 advised that the subject, on December 2, 195, 
contacted the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C., and extended 
a warm greeting of congratulations on the 37th Amiversary 
of the Great October Socialist Revolution. The informant noted 
that ARNAUTOFF gave as his address, 321 Divisidero Street, San 
Francisco, and this is the regular address.of the RAS of which 
subject ARNAUTOFF is the president, according to Tl. 


; The RAS is an organization which has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


(3) CALIFORNIA LABOR SCHOOL 


SA DIRCK A. MERRILL attended the San Francisco Art Festival 
at Aquatic Park on September 22, 1954, and the program which he was 
given indicated that the CLS Graphic Arts Workshop had a number of 
exhibits on display and among the participating artists in the Graphic 
Arts Workshop group was VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. 
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SF T+ furnished an announcement of the CLS for the fall 
Tern from September 27 until Recember 3, 1954, which named HOLLAND 
ROBERTS as Director and FELICXCLARK as Registrar of the CLS. This CAA// 
mimeographed item carried the ‘daption "Program of Classes and Special 
Events." It announced that a "Retrospective Exhibit of the Life™ 
Work of the American Painter VICTOR ARNAUTOH'," with a display of 
oil paintings, drawings, prints and lithographs would commence 
October 31, 195). The program indicated that ARNAUTONF would give 
an address "Why I Paint" beginning at 8:00 PM on October 31, 195k. 


SF T#5 advised on October 19, 1954, that HOLLAND ROBERTS, 
Director of the CIS, had indicated that the CLS was having an exhibit 
of the works of ARNAUTO FF at the CLS, 321 Divisidero Street, from 
Octgber 31, 1954, until November 1h, 195k. 


The DAW of October 28, 195l,. on page 7, carried an 
announcement of the exhibition of ARNAUTOFF's works at the CLS 
ahd indicated that twenty-two different exhibits would be on displaye 


The DPV is a West Coast CP daily newspaper. 


The DPV for Novenber 17, 1954, on page 7, carried a byline 
story by ELLIOT CIAY of San Francisco entitled, "ARNAUTOHY = An 
Artist’ With Something to Say." This article indicated that ARNAUTOFF 
had been an assistant to painter DIEGO RIVERA in 1929 in Mexico. 
ARNAUTOFF was said to have gone to Mexico after studying at the Calif- 
ornia School of Fine Arts since his arrival from China a few years 

previously. It was stated that ARNAUTOIFF began as a sculptor but 
‘thet”’his major works were murals, rather than easel paintings. 
One of his works of art was described as a dramatic piece entitled, 
"193, ‘Strike’, "depicting the ruthless shooting of unarmed longshoremen 
. by the San Hrancisco Police." The DEHN article also mentioned that 
ARNAUTOFF was once the San Francisco feneing champion in the 
epee event.e He was described as "a social realist." 


A box article displayed with the article of ELLIOTT CLAY _ 
in the DPN of November 17, indicated that the ARNAUITOFF art exhibit 
at the CLS would continue through November 21, 195, and spanned 25 
years of ARNAUTOFMs: worke 


THOMAS C. LEIGITON, Art League of California, 1256 Market 


Street » advised SA WILLIAM J. OVERMAN that he had received material 
at his home referring to the art display of the works of VICTCR 
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_V | | LE 
ARNAUTOMP and of EMMY LOUA\PACKARD. LEIGHTON commented that both had Che 
‘formerly been students at She Art League school and had been separated 
due to CP activitiese 
SF Te6 furnished a . throw-away announcement from the CLS 

entitled, "Exhibition of Paintings 1931-5)" to be held. at the 

gallery of the CLS at 321 Divisidero Street, commencing October 31, 

1954. This throw-away listed the twenty-two paintings and works of 

art on display and it was noted that painting #1. was entitled 

"The Walls Too Have Ears,” ant #12 was entitled "193" from the 

International Longshoremen and Warehousemen'ts Union (IIWU) collections 


T#6 staved that a "Festival of Nationalities” was held 
at the Finnish Hall in Berkeley, California on October 23, 195, 
and -that-:he noted that subject ARNAUTOFF was among the approxinately 
four“hundred persons presente 


SFT-7 stated that he was also present at this "Festival . 
of Nationalities" and that it was held at 1819 10th Strest in 
Berkeley. The event was sponsored jointly by the CLS and the Northern 
California Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born. 
Informant I-77 also noted that subject ARNAULOFF was present. 


SFT-8 attended a lecture at the CLS held on Novenber 5, 

195k, on behalf of the DP¥. The lecturer was JOSEPH CLARK and 

approximately one hundred and fifty people were presente AL RICHMOND cA — 

of the Editorial Staff of the DRY, acted as chairman and the’ (Rect re eS 

was for the purpose of celebrating” the 37th amniversary of the 

October Revolution. JOSEPH CLARK announced that his talk wa 

based on a foreign correspondent of the New York Times named SALISBURY. 

who had lived for five years in Russia. 
oe 


The CLS is an organization which has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 


10450. - 
. B, CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


(1) NORTHERN CALIIORNIA PEACH COUNCIL (NCPC) 


SF T-9 advised on July 25,1952, that the NCPC has as its 
primary objective the agitation of all “peace proposals" set forth 
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by the CP and that the NCPC was to serve as a clearing house for peace 
activities in the San Francisco Bay Area and the eight Northern 
Califomia counties. 


The DW edition of March 10, 1954, on page 7, carries an 
article concerning subject ARNAUTOR® and indicates that hundreds 
of the world's leading artists had joined in honoring VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF, a veteran San Francisco artist and teacher, for“his 
outstanding work in support of peace.” It was said that ARNAUTOFF 
had received congratulatory letters and telegrams from artists 
in Mexico, the Soviet Union, Sweden, Britain, and from all over 
the United State J Mention was made that one of the congratulatory ¢, S. zR / 
wires was from D Ngo Vice President of VOKS Art Section Ur? 
and a member of the USSR Academy of Arts. The Executive Committee 
of the. British/ Peace Committee also sent a telegram. Others 
identified furnishing ARNAUTOTP with messages of congratulation 
were: ANTONW -FREGIER who wrote from Mexico; sD asd NECA ’ 
- chairman of ‘tity Arts Division of the Southérn CaliforAia Chapter, | 
Arts, Sciences and Professions Council; JOHN HOWARD LAWSON and ROCKWELL 
KENT. The article went on to say~that a number of Bay Area artists 
participated in a reception tendered to ARNAUTOF¥F by the NCPC. 


Mention was made that the NCPC used Sketches by ARNAUL OFF 
for its Christmas campaign cards in both 1952 and 1953. 


The DPW article of March 10, 195), mentioned that ARNAUTOFF 
had been born in the Ukraine, had lived and worked in Mexico, and 
had been a resident of the United States for approximately twenty-five 
yearSe 


SF T#10 stated that a luncheon was held on October Sy 1955 
at the Hang Har Low Restaurant in San Francisco under the: sponsorship 
of the NCPC for ESLANDA ROBESON, the wife of the singer, PAUL ROBESON. 
‘ARNAUTOFF and his wife attended this function and the group . 
consisted of about sixty individuals. Mrs. ROBESON made an address 
‘concerning the United Nations and Colonialism in Africa. 


(2) LITHUANIAN LITERARY SCCIETY, aka 
American Lithuanian Workers Literary Association 
T-2 advised during December 1952, that the San Francisco 


Bay Area Branch of the American Lithuanian Workers Literary 
Association was founded in 1921 in Oaklanc, California, by VINCENT 
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BURDA at the instigation of CHARLES KESSEL, who, according to the 
informant, was a CP member and who is now deceased. BURDA was the 
original chairman of the organization and KESSEL served as its secre~ 
tary-treasurer. 


T-2 advised on October 4, 195k, that he had been at a 
meeting of the Lithuanian Literary Society, Branch 153, at 630 Hamilton 
Street, San Francisco, on September 19, 1954, and noted that Mr. 
and Mrs. ARNAUTOHF were present. The affair was of a social nature 
and a profit of $70 was made by selling food and drinks. 


C. MISCELLANECUS 
(1) CONTACTS 


A inotor velticle » carrying 195) California license 8B1150h, 
was observed by SA HENRY D. GRUSH at L215 PM on November 7, 1954, ° 
parked hear the subject's home at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, 
California. The automobile was parked on the south side of the 
subject's driveway. 


The Califonia Department of tigtar. Vehigles indicated that the 
license number in question was issued to GEORGE ARSE 50 
Rossmoor Drive, San Franc isco , _Calibornia, oe a 19,0 Pontiac with 
Motor Number 6767300. 


The files of the San Francisco Office contain no pertinent 


data identifiable with mes 
ye 

(2.) EMPLOYMENT OF MRS. LWpTA WRNAUTOR 

MRS VICTOR MVICAAELXKA RMAULOFR IE 
AdVite Was Teceivedyon November 10, 1954, from T-1, 
to the effect that Mrs. LYDIA ARNAUTOFF is employed at the Russky 
Kustar, a San Francisco book store and novelty shop, 1200 Divisidero 
Street in San Francisco, California, which is operated by JERKY 
FEINGOLD. According to the informant, it appears that Mrs. ARNAUTOFF 
is enployed at this place of business on a full~time basis, — 
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(3) ATTORNEY 


Advice was received from SF T-11 on October 26, 195h, 
to the effect that subjecf, ARNAUTOFF had arranged for an appoint- 
ment to see attorney GEORGE ANDERSEN at his office at 3:30 PM on 
October 26, 195. GEORCELANDERSEN is a member of the law firm of 
Gladstein, * andersen and Ldonard which maintains offices at 20 Mont- 
gomery Street (Douglas 21§821), San Francisco, California. Members - 
of this law firm have served es legal counsel to Known CP members 
‘on many occasions in connection with legal actions andCongressional 
hearings in the San Francisco Bay Area. 


(4) FINANCES 


The following information should not be disclosed except 
in the usual proceedings following the issuance of a subpoena. 


SF T-12 advised that subject ARNAUTOFF continues to 
maintain a commercial account at the Day and Night Branch of the 
' Bank of America, 1 Powell Street, San Fran cisco, California, and the 
balance in this account on September 27, 195, was $138.27. On 
October 22, 195, the balance was $106.6, while on November 2h, 
1954, the balance was ©121.55. Deposits in the amount of $253.15 
each were made on October and November 1, 195). 


T-12 stated that the checks being charged against 
AFNAUTOFF's account included the following which are of possible 


interest: 
Check Number Date Payee Amount Endorsement 
1612 9/11/54 cash $10 "RAS 
1620 10/5/54 San Francisco Bank 76 SF Bank 
1627 10/7/5) Tidewater Associ~ . 
ated Oil Co. 28,23 ~ne 
1638 11/6/54 cash ~ 10, Russky Kustar 
1639 11/6/5, cash 5 RAS 
16,2 11/8/5u cash 5 American Rus sian 
Institute 

W490 11/10/54 American Civil 

Liberties Union 5 American Civil 


Liberties Union . 
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T+12 advised that the balance in the subject's savings 
account A#7155 on Noverber 2h, 1954, was $173e16, there having been 
no activity in the account subseouent to September 16, 1954, when 
a $25 withdrawal was madee , 


(5) HEALTH 


Tc advised on November 18, 1954, that subject ARNAUTOFF 
was in touch with a doctor, believed to be Dr. ASHER T. GORDON, 291 
Geary Street (Garfield 1-3027), San Francisco, California, and 
made inquiries concerning certain tests. AHNAUTOFF was informed 
by Dr. GORDON that the urine showed blood cells and ARNAUTOFF should 
call at the doctor's office for another check = otherwise everything 
was ek ARNAUTOFF made an appointment to see Dre GORDON on November 
235 19946 


T-5 learned on December 8, 1954, that ARNAU!OFF had again 
askéd Dr. GORDON as to the results of laboratory tests and Dr. GORDON 


had indicated to ARNAUTOFF that the laboratory reports had been 
received.on December 8, 1954, and that everything was satisfactory. 


Xu , - P Lad 
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' Date of Activity ‘Agent to File 
Identity of and/or Description Date Whon Where 
- : : . 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D)  anibenart of Information Fee de Furnished Located 
vo, “tlis; | CP meeting 10/6/54 SA G.D. COAKLEY 
VO SL 9/15/54 
CP meeting, 9/29/54 10/6/sh 
"  * yo/a3/sh1a/3/sh 
oF 10/27/5k 1i/3/sh 
“RAS, 9/10/54 10/6/Sh 
" 9ftt/sh " to 
fl 9 12 h /3iy>- it tt 
" 10/i/sho " 
"10/8/51 11/3/54 
" 10/15/54 " ur 
" 10/29/5h wt ns 
Mrs. ARNAUTOFF's : — 
employment 11/9,10/54 " *~.100~6359=1258 
Ta2 is - 


RAS, 9/29 & 10/3/54 10/4/54 SA D.L. COFRIN 


Lith. Lit. Society SA H.D. GRUSH 
formation 12/1/52 


Lith. Lit. Society 
meeting 9/19/5 10/L/54 DL. COFFIN 100-6359=1273 
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ADM. PAGE (conte) 


_ ' Date of Activity Agent to File 
Identity of | and/or Description Date Whom Where 
Informant of Information Rec'd. Furnished Located 
T~3 is 12/2/54 . 12/2/5 ~ee 100-6359=1286 
_ Anonymous source , 
of WFO 
CIS Fall Term s«O9/4.3/S SK AMES 
_... announcement . DUNPHY 
GIS art exhibit. 10/19/54 anwnnenee ene 
Health 11/18 312/8/5h.nnne-- 0 wenne eee 
WON “CLS art exhibit 11/2/Sh FS. PERRONE___ 
Wh announcement 
\ WAN Festival of Nation- ; 
SO _ alities, 10/23/54... 10/27/54 " 
SE T-7 is " ‘To/29/5h = SA DAA. 
; 4 4 \ *, . mse MERRILL 
LSP. Taa is CLS-FW lecture “11/9/54 SA LAF. ©=—'100--6359=1280 
va 1/5/54 | TULLY _ 
SFTa9 is “NCPC thumbnail 7/25/52 Web. *-100=28875+85,pe17 
a WHITNEY a 
SF T#10 is NCPC 10/11/Sk = SA Ke 
} 3 MOORE 
SF T-11 is GEORGE ANDERSEN 10/26/5h ween een 
appointment : 
Tm12 is Accounts A-306 and =: 10/25/5h, SA W.B. instant report ~ 
ROBERT HUMPHREYS A-7155 | DILLON 
Chief Clerk, . . ; 
Bank of America, sO 11/24/54 SA J.E. 100-6359-1285 
1 Powell, SF | McHUGH | 
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T symbols have been assigned to the above individuals at 
their request to conceal their identities and to comply with Bureau 
instructions. 


TRADS: 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


AT WASHINGTON, D.C. . 


THE SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 
AT SAN FRANCISCO AND VICINITY 


Will follow and report the activities of subject ARNAUTOFF. 


RE FERENCE 3 


The report of SA WILLIAM B. DILLON dated 10/28/5h et 
San Franciscoe 
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SPORE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HzS 


SEE FILE 66-2554-7530 FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT _ JUNE MAIL d _ = bar | 
= . : a 


| ae NUMBER L00- of 2627S -/53 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT — 
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* DIRECTOR, Bt (100-7678) 


SUBJECT: 


_ Eleven" Branch, Communist Party, USA, and there have. been 


of this organization ina roximately ‘1941. The RAS is listed 
under E. 0. 1050. { ae “10/13/5 and 11/3/5h) ; 


January | 21, 1953.. 


' lees 
REGISTERED: “MAIL |; 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


3 


DATE: 


2/18/58 = 


- 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


VICTOR “MICHAEL Geatrore, ws WAS « 


INTERNAL SECURITY =- C 


SECURITY INDEX REVIEW 


Subject ARNAUTOFF was born at Marinpol, Russia, on 
November 11, 1896. He was naturalized at San Francisco. California , 
on August 2, 1939. He is presently employed as an Assistant 
Professor in the Art Department, Stanford University, Stanford, 
California, and'‘he resides at 1007 Washington street, Colma, 
California. He appears to be in good health. 


ante 


Subject is. presently a member of and active in "The Eee 


at nA). 


Subject is the President of the” ‘Russian ‘American ; 
Society, Inc., and he has held “that position’ Since the inception 


indications of ‘his defection from the CP. 


Subject is ‘also active in the affairs of. the American 
Russian Institute of San Francisco and the California Labor 


School, organizations listed under E. 0. (10450- , 
and ) 


Subject refused to be interviewed by ‘Bureau Agents on | 


‘Subject has been tabbed for, "DETEOM "as he is considered _ 


a "key figure" jin the CP.: He is currently active’ in the CP, heads 
the RAS and is considered a local leader’ in: ‘Subversive activities. 


Subject is considered a ‘potential espionage agent of the 
USSR’.as the investigation of his activities ‘over the years has 
disclosed that he. is usually contacted by, Soviet diplomats visiting 
the San Francisco area. Subject extended:congratulations to the 
Embassy of the USSR on December 2, 195k;;in" connection with the 
celebration of the October Revolution in Bugsias 
UN, 
tena 9 / 


cet vs 


‘SE 106-28810D (S. I. Review) 


S ERECORDED - 77 


flag, 


© MAR 3 1955. | 


RGF sefw 


: DIRECTOR, FBI 2/18/55 
. FROM: SAC, SAN "FRANCISCO oa 

RE : VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was.. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


The "COMSAB" tabbing for the subject is being deleted. 


It is recommended that this subject's name _be retained 
1¢ Security Index of the,San. isco Office, and that his - 
Tatoo tabbing be continued in view of his active CP membership, 
the fact that he heads a CP front group, that he is a leader 
and key figure in Communist activities, and as he is a potential 
espionage subject. 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
6°. ¥ “Ditheetor,. Far “ao0-47675)- 7 of = DATE: 3/14/55 


FROM : < SAC, San Francisco (100-6359) _ ' 
at " a ee 
_ suBjEcT: VICTOR wrcuans aura, was Card U. De he 
. y) . Is -¢ : a 3 . > / w : 


| an It is recommended that a Security Index Card be Prepared on the 
-. above-captioned individual. 


e ’ The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ie 


NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED_ ALIEN 
COMMUNIST_______SOCTALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) : 


‘TAB FOR DETCOM__ “a TAB FOR COMSAB delete RACE _ Sx 

| 2) [fro _ - 

DATE OF BIRTH. | PLACE OF BIRTH ___ 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) __~_ 

| _ a ahh 

rae be ay 
Qe wl 

KEY FACILITY DATA: | OS eB | 2; 


GEOGRAPHIC AL REEDRENCE NUMBER = RES PONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


, RESIDENCE ADDRESS . 
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DATE OF MAIL 3- GP-FS 


-HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR 4 = inte : 
SEEOE, ROOM #36 ‘S29TB- 


SEE FILE 66-2554~7530.FOR AUTHORITY: 


SUBJECT __- __JUNE MAIL 


| ‘REMOVED BY. 1 5.9 MAR 16 1955 - 
“PILE NUMBER 206 us 4 267 a ail 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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. ce 
DATE OF MATL _3- y o- Fe 


“> HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR eamae 
OFFICE, ROOM 2B 
. S2I9 LB 


SEE FILE 66-2554-7530 FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT __- JUNE. MAIL 
“REMOVED BY” By y APR o 4955 
‘FILE NUMBER _ Lae. - 267 73- a 
as 


; -SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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’ ‘+ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ” 


FORM No. 1 - "SAN FRANCISCO of 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


| REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE SY oO 
SAN FRANCISCO mae Forme _ [WILLIAM B, DILLON anf 
; MAR 16 1955 2 Ly 25h, 7y2hy255 


p TITLE é} CHARACTER OF CASE . 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was , Ce INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


\ | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Wi $ ‘ | \ 
OG J\ —_ e 3@pn Ta \q, \ 
RTS gh sasesaes Zs 


Subject resides at\l1007 Washington Street, Colma, California. He 
is employed as Assistant Professor of Art, Stanford. University, 
Stanford, California. Subject and wife, LYDIA-ARNAUTOFF are members 
- of "The Eleven" branch of the CP,USA; subject attended. C branch 
meetings on 11/9/54, 11/30/54, 12/14/54, 1/4/55 and 1/18/55, Subject 
is President of the RAS, Inc. and active in its affairs, was in at- 
tendance during winter of 1954-55 at affairs of the CLS, ARI of San poo 
Francisco and California Emergency Defense Committee, all organi zations 
designated under Executive Order 10450. Subject's bank accounts had. 
balances under $150. each in January and February, 1955. x 


lee SECC, | 
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- DETAILS: 


ALL informants mentioned in this report are of kmown relia- 
bility unless expressly stated otherwise. 


\ 


‘The San Reanetses Revenes Telephone Directory which was 
issued in March, 1955 shows that the subject resides at 1007 Washington 
Street in Colma, California (a suburb of San Francisco, California) 

where his telephone number is Plaza S-0472). The Bulletin of Stanferd | 
University, Stanford, California for 1954-55 lists VICTCR MIKHAIL 

GF pen avrorr as an Agauotant rrofessor of. Arte 

AI 


The Bulletin indicates that ARNAUTOFF and instructor RAYMOND E. 
BROSE, were scheduled to teach classes in Oil Painting, No. 106 scuring 
the Autumn and Winter Quarters, » ARNAUTOFF was scheduled to teach classes 
in Painting Techniques, No. 107,during the Winter Quarter, He was al.so 
scheduled to teach classes in Print Processes, No. 110 during the Maver 
and Spring’ “uarters. 


‘A schedule of classes indicated that ARNAUTOFF was scheduled 
to teach Print Processes in Room 314 from 10-11 am on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday during the Winter and Spring Quarters. He was scheduled to 
teach classes in Advanced Life Drawings» No. 102, in Room 313 on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 1-3 pm. Professor ARNAUTOFF was also scheduled 
to conduct Elementary Drawing classes in Room 313 from 25 pm on Monday, 
Wednesday and Frid tay ° 


_ The schedule of classes of Stanford University gave no indica 
tion that ARNAUTOFF has any classes on either Tuesday or Thursday. 


The Stanford University Bulletin indicates that the school 
quarters are scheduled as follows: 


Autumn Quarter . September 27, 1954 to Deconber Ts 
.. 1954 ° 

Winter Cuarter January 3, 1955 % o liexch 18, 1990 

Spring Cuarter arch 28, 1955 to Bes 5 , 1955 

Summer Quarter Juke ate 1935 to September 6, 1955 
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‘By CONNECTICNS WITS CRGANIZATIONS CITED BY 
THE ATTCRNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 


PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE CRDER 10450 


le Communist Party, USA SP) 


The CP, USA has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-1 advised on December 3, 1954 that a meeting of "The 
Eleven" branch of the CP was held November 9,.1954 in subject ARNAUTOFF!S 
Car parked near the San Francisco, California beach. Five members of the 
CP branch were present including ARNAUTOFF and his wife, LYDIA.and a 
discussion. of the recent elections was held. According to T-l, it was 
rather a gloomy discussion as all present felt that the general trend 
was "reactionary", ; / 


The Communist members in attendance at the November 9, 1954 
meeting decided to get in touch with CP membefs.in the California Labor 
School (CLS) for the purpose of censuring FOLIOS NRIRK,, the hegistrar a 


F The members agreed that during the celebration of the anniversary 
_ of the Soviet Revolution on November, 6, 1954, FELICE CLARK had actéd in - 
a very defiant and antagonistic manner, When people arrived to see the 
motion picture, FELICE CLARK refused to admit them to the CLS Librer; 
and it was necessary for them tc wait in the hallway. The CP members 
agreed that from the start FELICE CLARK was against CLS celebrating the 
October Revolution together with the Russian American Society, Inc. (RAS). 


The CP members agreed that FELICE CLARK thus showed a lack 
of Communist understanding and therefore merited a censure, After the 
discussion it was agreed that subject. ARNAUTOFF would see HOLLAND 
ROBERTS, Director of CLS and arrange a joint meeting of the CP members 
in order to consider the censorship of FELICE CLARK, . 


T-1 stated that a meeting of "The Eleven"branch of the CP 
was held on November 30, 1954 at 411 Pierce Street in San Francisco, 
California. Five CP members were present and the members prepared FAS 
leeficus for mailing, . /RNAUTOFF and his wife were present, 
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Member ceont cars read“eight ‘questions concerning thé-GP 
branch's participation in the elect#ons and T-l1 understood that these 
questions had been handed to LYDIAMARNAUTOFF, the subject's wife, by. 
the CP)Sectionmleadership. These”questions concerned the preparation 
; that the branch had taken with regard to election rallies and tne part 
< taken by the branch in the election campaign. GP member GECRGEAQTLE TANS One 
voiced the opinion thet in the next election the CP will drop the “Tndepen= 
dent Frogressive Party (IPP) and concent rate on the Democratic Party. 
Le 
The March, 1955 Sen Fx ancisco Revetise: TeLeptitenertne Pet enhone’ 
Directory indicabes, that 411 Perce Street in San Francisco is the 
residence of CLARANSILVEESTEIN, She was not identified by +1 as 
present at the meeting of the CP held at her residence on November 30, 


1954. \ : . / 


aOR A Meme rm 


T-1 advised that a meeting of "The Eleven" branch of the CP 
was held on. December 14, 1954 at 586 44th Avenue in San Francisco and’ 
five members were present includirg ARNAUTOFF and his wife. Tl des- 
cribed the meeting as a "registration" neeting and stated that- LYDIA 
ARNAUTOFF used -an adjoining room to interview each of the CP members 
in turn as she registered them. T-1 stated that the questions that 
Mrs. ARNAUTOFF asked included those about age, occupation, union parti- 
‘cipation, mass organization activities, but in addition asked if the . 
members had any criticism about the CP leadership and the way the 
leadership was conducting Party affairs, The members were also asked 
if they approved of the CP stand toward the governmentts nersecution of 
CP members. A question was also asked as to whether the members felt 
there was: sufficient leadership from the "higher-ups" in the CP, 


According to T1, all CP members in attendance at the meeting 
of December 14, 1954 were registered and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF completed a 
separate questionnaire for each member as she reristered them, The 
informant believed that the members were registered under their true 
nares. 


T-1 stated that at the meeting of December 14, 1954, after 
he registration hed been completed, a discussion was held concerning 
the New Year's Party to be put on by the RAS, ‘ 
The San Francisco Reverse Telephone Directory issued in 
Maxon, 1955 reflected that 585 4dth Avenue in San Francisco is the 
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residence of JESS KOZY and T-1 mentioned” that NICOLATAKOZY was one 


of the members of © He CP present at the meeting of December 14; 1954. 


T~1 advised on January 6, 1955 that a meeting of "The Eleven" 
branch of the CP was held on January 4, 1955 at 10C7 Washington Street, 
Colma, California, the residence of subject ARNAUTOFF, Five members 
were present and they included the subject_and his wife The meeting 
was of an educationel nature’ and discussed the article in’ the November 
issue of "Political Affairs" entitled "Is the United States in the Early 
Stages of Fascism?", This article was by WILLIAM Z. FOSTER and indicated 
that there was not as yet fascism in the United States. Member CHORGE 
WILLTAMS was in disegreement on this point and subject ARN AUTOFF took 
issue with WILL TANS, pointing out that if fascism existed in the United 

. States there would be no such things as protests against loyalty oaths, 


In the course of the meeting of January 4, 1955, Mrs. LYDIA 
ARNAUTOFF reminded the CP members present that the "Daily. Peoples World" 
subscription drive was on and that they should assist. Mrs. ARNAUTOFF 
also announcec that the subsection "boss" of the CP wented to meet with 
"The Eleven" -branch and there was some talk among the CP leadership 
concerning the creation of a new section for national groups. 


T-1 stated that at the meeting of January 4, 1965 the CP 
members brought up that the registration had disclosed that apparently 
there was not enough coordination between the CP leadership, and the 
branch, and that the decisions sent to the Section level of the CP took | 
months to be decided and the branch advised. © 


{-1 reported on February 1, 1955 that "The Eleven" branch of 
the CP held a meeting on January 18, 1955 at 411 Pierce Street, San 
Francisco, California, -the residence of CLARA SILVERSTEIN. Six 
individuals were present and these included ARNAUTOFF and his wife. 


An individual referred to as "Evelyn" attended and was identi- 
fied as the Chairman of the Outer Mission Subsection of the CP, EVELYN 
told the CP members present that the Section and County leaders are in. 
trouble; that the old, trained.leaders are gone, some to jail and some 
underground and that their phaces have been taken by young undeveloped 
comredese EVELYN stated that as a result of these changes, the rank 
and file comrades do. not get sufficient leadership. 
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EVELYN then questioned the members in turn as to their 
opinion of the situation, and the members made complaints concerning Lack 
of leadership, too. much tine consumed by the Party apparatus, lack of 
personal ‘contact with OP leaders and it was brought out that it had 
been three vears since "The Eleven" branch had been visited by the 
Section leader. 


EVELYN pointed out that "The Eleven" branch is 4 minority 
‘ national group and therefore cifferent from other branches and she > 
suggested that consideration be given to keening the branch in the sane 

Section but finding someone -among the County leaders who is familiar 
‘with the branches: problems who could be contacted in mase of need. 
She suggested that a National Minérities Committee should be created 
within the County organization to which the branch could send a repre 
sentative, She also suggested that a National Minority Subsection 
could be created to which the branch might be transferred. 


ras advised on February 1, 1955 that it was not possible at 
that time to further identify the individual called "Evelyn", 


2, Russian American Society. Inc. (RAS) 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10420. 


T-1 advised on October 13, 1954 that subject ARNAUTOFF is the 
President of the RAS and has held that position since the inception of 
-the RAS in approximately 1941. 


AML RAS meetings described hereinafter were held at 321 
Divisadero Street in San Francisco, California, which quarters are shared 
jointly by the RAS and the CLS. 


T-1 advised on November 3, 1954 that a regular RAS meeting 
was held October 22, 1954 and that ARNAUTOFF and his wife were among 
the seven individuals present. During the meeting ARNAUTOFF announced 
that the RAS would celebrate the amniversary of the Great October 
Revolution on November 6th and would celebrate jointly wivh the CLS by 
arranging a banquet and entertainment whi.ch would include a Soviet film 


' Tl reported on December 3, 1954 that a celebration of the 
NW: 15047 Docld7ZAWMkOO Rage 6@ the Soviet October Revolution was held on November 6; 


SF 100-6359 - 
WBD: anf 


> 


1954 under the joint sponsorhip of the RAG and the CLS. About seventy 
persons attended the banquet and an additional forty odd individuals came 
in later see a Soviet documentary film entitled, "Ten Days That. 
* Shook Th@ World". During the course of the banquet, ARNAUTOFF and Dr. 
. Y HOLLANDYROBERTS, Director of made speeches. 


GLS, 
ae 


In ‘his talk ARNAUTOFF stated that the Soviet Union does 
everything possible to promote the arts, live, music, painting and 
sculpture, ARNAUTOFF stated that it would he to the advantage of the 
United States if we raised our “iron curtain" and allowed free cultural 
interchange between the two countries. . 


ARNAUTOFF introduced ROBERTS ‘who made a long speech praising 
ARNAUTOFF as a progressive painter ~- one who did not break his ties with 
the people and serve the capitalist class. ROBERTS also related his 
experiences in the Soviet Union when he was a delegate to the Second 
World Peace Congress and he expressed the hope that he could repay the 
Soviet hospitality some day, ROBERTS concluded his address by asking’ 
all to work toward real peace. 


According to,imformation furnished by T-1 on December 3, 1954, 
the RAS held a meeting on November 12, 1954 and sixteen members were 
present, including subject and his wife. The meeting was of an educa- 
tional nature and member BCRIS VON VAH lectured on the reign of Iva 
the Terrible in Russian history. _ . 


T-1 advised on December 3, 1954 that an RAS meeting was held 
November 19, 1954 with six persons present including subject ARNAUTOFF, 
At this meeting ARNAUTOFF read a letter from Soviet Ambassador ZAR UBIN 
thanking the RAS for its congratulations on tne Soviet anniversary date. 


A financial renort was also discussed concerning the November 
6. celebration of the anniversary of the Soviet Revolution and it was 
announced that the gross income was $212, with expenses so far of $57. 


Data made available by Te]. on December 3, 1954 concerned a 
meeting of the RAS held on November 26, 1954. Twenty were in attendance 
and they included the subject and his wife. The meeting was of an 
educational nature and member BORIS VON VAH continued his lecture on 
Russian history. . 
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T1 advised on January 6, 1955 that a regular RAS meeting 
was held December 3, 1954 with nine members present. These included 
the subject and his wife, LYDIA, It was decided at the meeting that 
the RAS would: send greetings to the "Daily Peoples World" on its . 
seventeenth anniversary and also make a donation to the Civil Rights 
Congress (CRC), It was also decided to send Christmas and New Year's 
greetings to the San Francisco Russian colony through an advertisement 
placed in the hewspaper "Novaya Zarya", 


The "Daily Peoples World" is a west coast Commnist newspaper « 


The Civil Rights Congress fies been doatenated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


Data made available by 1 on January a) 1955 concerned a 
meeting of the RAS held on December 10, 1954. There were eighteen 
members present and the subject and his wifg/were among them. The group 
heard a lecture on Russian history by BCR CN VAH. - vate 


On January 6, 1955 T=1 advised that ax regular meeting of 
the RAS was held on Deesnoer 28, 1954 at which seven members ware in 
attendance. These included the subject and his wife and ARNAUTOFF 
read a number of letters from the CRC, Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born, Peace Committee and the Spanish Refugee Appeal, ali 
asking for Christmas donations. No action was taken on these requests 
because the RAS had no money in its treasury.’ 


ARNAUTOFF also read a letter from the eee Committees for 
Cultural Relations Abroad asking that the RAS exchange cultural informa- 
tion with the Bulgarian organization. The letter promised to send 
"Bulgaria Today" to the RAS along with other publications. The group’ 
decided that RAS would reply welcoming the invit ction of. the Bulgarian 
group and would promise to send them the RAS bulletin entitled, "For 
Peace", 


T-1 also advised on January 6, 1955 that ARNAUTOFF answered 
the letter from the Bulgarian Committee for Cultural Relations Abroad 
and made arrangmenents to send copies of the RAS publication "da Mint 
("For Peace") in return for jhe publication, "Bulgaria Today". 
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T-2 learned that ARNAUTOFF informed DUDENKOV that ARNAUTOFF 
was disappointed that he and his associates had been deprived of the 
opportunity to become accuainted with life in the Soviet Union through 
firsthand knowledge. ARNAUTOFF told DUDENKOV thet ARNAUTOFF rareiy receives 
mail from the USSR and pointed out that during 1954, ARNAUTOFF'S organi- 
gation (RAS) received two issues of the magazine "Mur zelia™ , one copy 
of the magazine "Star", one issue of "Sciences and Life" (195 3), two 
issues (4. copies) of the magazine "Art", five copies of "Art Kino", three 
issues of "New Time" and one issue of Wews". 


ARNAUTOFF went on to complain to DUDENKOV that ARNAUTOFP and 
his associates were receiving no Rus&ian newspapers and ARN AUTOFE expressed 
the hope that in 1955 mail would be more productive. 


T-1 advised on February 1, 1955 that a meeting of the RAS 
was held on January 14, 1955 with. ARNAUTOFF, his wife and four others 
present. The meeting was brief and the members prepared January 
issues of a bulletin for peace: for mailing. A letter from the "Daily 
Peoples World" was read inviting the RAS to take part in the’ seventeenth 
anniversary celebration to be held on January 21st but it was decided 
not to accept this invitation because of the RAS meeting scheduled ror 
the same date. It was decided to invite the CLS to a joint celebration . 
of International Women's Day during March, 1955. 


According to information supplied by Tylon February 1, 1955, 


a meeting of the RAS was held on January 21, .1955 at which thirteen 
_ individuals attended, ARNAUTOFF and his wife were there and the meeting 


was of a literary nature. PORIS VON VAH read the poem "“oris Godunov" 
by the Russian poet A. PUSHKIN, . ; 


On Februbry 1, 1955 TE1 reported that a meeting of the RAS 


wee held on January 28, 1955 with ARNAUTOFF and his wife and four 
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other attending, The group decided to send VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and CLARA 
SILVERSTEIN as representatives to the IDA ROTHSTEIN Memorial meeting 
schedule for February 4, 1955. It was also decided that the RAS would 
donate $10.00 to the CRC. 


3. California Labor School (CLS) 


The CLS, 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, California has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-3 made available on December 15, 1954 a copy of the 
"Winter Term" schedule of the CLS. This listed HOLLAND ROBERTS as the 
Director and FELICE CLARK as the Registrar of CLS. 


‘This schegule indicated that on February 23,4955 a class 
entitled "Realism fh Art" would be conducted by VICTORSARNAUTOR?, HOLLAND 
ROBERTS and ERNS RAUNT, who was identified as the Director of the 

ery California School of Tine Arts. This schedule further indicated: that 
"Perspectives of Art in the Soviet Union" would be discussed at the 
CLS on March 16, 1955 by EDWIN CERNEY who was described as an artist,and 
subject. 

T3 advised on October 255 1954 that the CLS was preparing 

on October 22; 1954 for an exhibition of twenty-two pieces of art by 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFP representing his work between 1936.and 1954, which were 
to be displayed at the CLS from October 31, 1954 to November 14, 1954. 


SF T+4- reported on November 3, 1954, concerning the VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF art exhibition which began at the CLS on October 31, 19546 
The informant stated that on October 31, 1954 Dr. HOLBAND ROBERTS c 
the CLS introduted subject ARNAUTOFF who spoke on the reasons why he 
was a painter and why he was a "Marxist painter" and how he tried to 
portray in most of his paintings the conditions of life under which 
the working class Lived and survived. 


ARNAUTOFF pointed out that most of his paintings showed 
workers at their daily tasks or undergoing the oppres&ions of the pre- 
vailing system in this country with its repressive legislation and its: 
police spies who spy on the working class and provide the government 
with information about the members of the working class who are not 

satisfied with their alloted life, ARNAUTOFF statec that he believed in 
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the working class and in the fact that they created all the wealth and 
that everything produced in the world was produced by workers, ARNAUTOFF 
cleimed that the workers were the oppressed group of the world who 
receive a mere pittance for their labors and that any man who has a 

heert and who was interested in humanity, had to become a Marxist 

because only Marxism offered a logical solution to the problems of the 
working class. — 


After ARNAUTOFF completed his remarks on October 31, 1954, 
Dr. ROBERTS introduced IRVING FROMER, who was identified as one of 
; ARNAUTOFF'S students at the Graphic Arts Workshop at the CLS, -FROMER 
= spoke on how much ARNAUTOFF had contributed to the art of the WOLL g . 
particularly that of California and San Francisco. He praised the 
great work that ARNAUTOFF was doing in training people such as FROMMER. 
He also suggested that any of those in attendance who had artistic 
aspirations should become members of the CLS Graphic Arts Workshop. 


‘ 


SF T-5 reported.on December 3, 1954 concerning the showing 
> of a film entitled "Life In Bloom USSR-1949" which was displayed at 
the CLS on November 12, 1954. The informant stated that VICTCR ARNAUTOFF 
"was among the approximately thirty-two people who were in attendance. © 


‘T4 advised on November 29, 1954 that he had been present at 
141 Valencia Street where the Labor Theatre Group of the CLS was meeting 
s on November 28, 1954. The informant noted that ARNAUTOFF was in the 
premises and was observed in that section which was devoted to the 
work of the Graphic ~rtg Workshop of the CLS. The informant further 
advised that ARNAUTOFF is one of the individuals who has keys to the 
premises at 141 Valencia Street, San Francisco, California. 


‘ 
y 


vee T3 reported on December 15, 1954 concerning a Christmas 
Market held py the CLS on December 10, 1954. Tue informant observed 
that subject ARNAUTOPF was present at this function, The informant 
commented that the Christinas Market. was held at the California Hall 
located at 625 Folk Street in San Francisco and was heid for the 
purpose of raising funds for the California Labor School. 


SF T-6 reported on January 25, 1955 that HOLLAND ROBERTS, 
\ Director of the CLS, met JOHN WILLTAM FOWELL in the loboy of the 
Whitcomb Hotel on Market Street in San francisco in the early after- 
noon of January 25, 1955. ROBERTS and POWSLL conversed for about 
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twenty-five minutes and then separated. When ROBERTS departed from 
the hotel he walked around the corner to Eighth Street where the 1953 
Plymouth sedan of ROBERTS was parked. An individual was seated in the 
vehicle and 4s it was driven away, it appeared to 6 that the person 
in the automobile was subject, ARNAUTOFF, 


~The informant further advised that the identification of 
ARNAUTOFF was not positive becatise only a glance at the person was 
possible as the vehicle was driven away, T+6 also stated that during 
the time that ROBERTS and POWELL were conversing, they appeared, from 
remarks overheard by T+6, to be’ discussing events in the Far East and 
regarding the Formosa question. 


SF T+7, sanother government agency/which conducts personnel 
and intelligence type investigations, made fvailable records dated ; 
September 2, 1949 showing that JOHN WILLIAI | ROWELL was editor of the eC ate 
"China Weekly Review", a periodical published in Shanghai.., China,— Oh 
which Was eeasistentiypro-Russian and pro-Chinese Communist. This publ i= 
cation severely criticised the policies of the United States throughout 
the world. . 


SF 8 advised that HOLLAND ROBERTS had inquired of subject 
ARNAUTOFF as to when the latter would next be at the CLS and ARNAUTOFF 
agreed to meet ROBERTS there on March 1, 1955. The informant confirmed 
that ARNAUTOFF was present at the CLS during the afternoon of March 1, 
1955. So 


? 


The ARI, 90 McAllister Street, San Francisco, California has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450, ' . 


Te5 advised on January 28, 1955 that he had attended a 
Lecture at the ARI on January 26, 1955 given by HARRY F. WARD. WARD 
discussed the state of communism existing today as more a Soviet form 
of government rather than communism,as a true Communist state is yet to 
come. WERD commented that there should be coexistence between the 
United States and Russia. Informant observed approximately seventy-five: 
people in attendence at the WARD lecture at the ARI and he noted that 
subject ARNAUTOFF was there. 
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The CEDC has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


The current Sen Francisco Telephone Directory which was 
issued in July, 1954, lists the CEDC as located at 935 Market Street, 
San Francisco, California with telephone Exbrook A OLL4 66 


Tj4 furnished a report on Decem! ber 27, 1954 concerning a 
meeting of the CEDC held on December 17, 1954 at the CLS. There were 
about seventy-five people present and VICTCR ARNAUTOFF was noted by 
the informant to be among those present. DAVE JENKINS acted as Chairman 
of the meeting and introduced REUBEN BOROUGH who spoke "as a friend of 
the convicted Smith Act victims" and he stated that he was interested 
in the fact that people were being deprived of their political rights. 
BOROUGH claimed that President EISENHOWER should pardon every Smith Act 
defendant, both those convictéd and in prison and those who are standing 
trial, because these people were acting from sincere political convictions. 


The second principal speaker at’ the December 17, 1954 meeting 
of the CEDC was WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, convicted Smith Act defendant who- 
is free on bail pending appeal and who is publicly acinowledged to be 
the Chairman of the CP for the 13th District. 


SCHNEIDERMAN talked on the problems confronting left pregres- 
sives throughout the Nest akg California and discussed rarticularly 
the effect of the Smith Act on the leaders of the progressive forces 
in the West. 


T3 confirmed the attendance of subi fect ARNAUTOFF at the CEDC 
meeting of December 17, 1954. He noted that £276. 75 was collected at 
the meeting for the benefit of the Smith Act "victims", Petitions were 
also handed out to be sent to the President asking a revitalizing of 
the Bill of Rights and the granting of amesty to all Smith Act victims. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000166*P452 @9vised on July 25, 1952 that the NCP has as it primary 
objective the agitation of all "peace proposals" set forth by the CP 


els 
\ 


SF 100-6359 
WBDs anf 


and that the NCEC was to serve as a Clearing house for peace activities 
in the San Francisco Bay area and the eight Northern California 
COWES LES 


The current San Francisco Telephone Directory which was 
' published in July, 1954, lists the NCFC as located at 925 Market Street, 
Exbrook 25295, Sen Francisco. 


-SF 10 furnished on December 21, 1954 a copy of a bulletin 
captioned "Peace News" distributed by the NOFC, which the informant 
‘received through the mail on December 9, 1954. The bulletin is the 
December 1, 1954 issue and it reflects that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was the 
artist who. drew the scene of a longshoreman unloading cargo for a "Holi- 
day wessage to @ur Congressman", | 


. The 'tPeace Nevs" also indicated that Mrs, MINNIE R. CARTER, | 
Chairman of the NCFC was asking that 7,500 cards be mailed to Congress. 
man by December 25, 1954 and apparently the drawing by ARNAUTOFF was 
on the cards in question, - 


2. Galifornians for the Bill of Rights (CBR) 


: , The. "Daily Peoples World", west coast Communist newspaper, in 
its edition for April 17, 1953 carried an article announcing"A new orm 
ganization - Californians for the Bill of Rights -jogined the growing 
front against infringements on civil rights today", The organization 
is an outgrowth of the Federation for the Repeal of the Levering Act, 

a broad group composed of educators,profdssionals and public employees, 
who led the campaign against 'loyalty! oaths....." The San Francisco 
Telephone Directory issued during July, 1954 lists the CBR as being 
located at 435 Duboce Avenue, Underhill 33380, Scn Francisco, California. 


On November 3, 1954 T+4 reported concerning a party sponsored 
‘by the CBR on October 30, 1954 which was held at MIRIAM WEBER'S house. 
Between seventy-five and eighty people attended this function and the 
informant noted that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was one of those present. The 
purpose of the meeting was to raise money to fight laws recently passed 
by Congress, specifically the one making mere membership in the CP 
punishable by imprisonment, The collections totaled a little over 


$350. acd 
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The following information should not be made public except 
in the usual proceedings following the issuance of a subpoena. 


SF T-11 steted. that the subject has a joint savings account 
with his wife at the Day and Night Branch of the Bank of America, Number. 
One Powell Street, San *rancisco, California and this account carries | 
Noe £-7155. T-11 noted that the "bal Lance in the account on January 1, 
1955 was $129.88 and that there. had been no change in the balance as 
of February 25, 1955. \ 


T-11 determined that the subject and his wife also maintained 
a joint. commercial account at the same branch bank, The balance in this 
account on December 27, 1954 was $113.62; on January 19, 1955 it was 
pLL9.62; on Janucry 26, 1955 it was 9l09.37; while on February 25, 1955 
the balance was ELT lbs 


Deposits to the commercial account were in the amounts of 
$260.45 on January 3, 1955, $20.00 on January 18, 1955 and $253.45 
on February 4, 1955. ‘+11 stated that the following checks had been 
charged against this account: 


Date ; Amount, - Payee a Keio suse 
12/28/54 $5.00 - | Cash — —_ RAS, Inc. 
12/31/54 10.00 Cash | . RAS, Ine. 
1/5/55 55e86 Palo Alto Nash payee Ti ee 
1/10/55 2he Fk Tide Water Associated payee 

Oil 
2/6/55 . 30.36 Tide Water Associated - payeé 

O31 

2/6/55 12.50 Dr. ASHER T. GORDON. payee 


5400 Bank of America payee 


“16 


SI 100-6359 


WBD: amf 

Date Amount Pavee Endorsement 

2/6/55 $76.00 The San Francisco Bank payee 

2/9/55 1.00 - Cash no endorsement but 


cashed at the Palo 
Alto Branch at the 
American Trust, Co. 


SF.\T-12 advised on February.1, 1954 that LEE ART AYLOR 
resided at 519 University Drive, Menlo Park, Caiifornia and * fa been 
a resident there since 1927, T+l12 further reported that TAYLCR was eur 
-ployed by the Palo Alto Nash Company and had been a car polisher and 
janitor since September 15, 1947. 


SF T-13 advised on September 11, 1942 that TAYLCR, as a new 
member_of the _GF,.abtended a meeting of the CP of San Mateo Gonnty on 
September ates at 25 Arundel Road, Burlingame, California. As late 
as April 14, 1952 TAYLOR was reported as attending a CP meeting a 
teat Windermere Street, Menlo Park, California according to data furnished 

y T+14 on April 16, 1952, T+14 learned at this meeting that TAYLOR had 
een on the San Mateo Sounty GF Executive Board for approx ximately eleven 
years. ; 


On January 26, 1955 the records of the American Trust Company, 
the Bank of America. and the First ! National Bank of San Mateo County were 
checked at the respective Menio Park, California branches of’ these 
organizations by SA FRED R. ELLEDGE without disclosing any recore of 
an account in the name of subject ARNAUTOFF or the RAS, 


SA ELLEDGE checked the records of the branches of the Bank 
of America, tne American Trust Company and the Auglo California National 
Bank of Palo Alto, Celifornia on January 24, 1955 but could find no 


reference to any account in the subject's name or in the name of the 
RAS, , 


Records of the First National Bank and the Bank of America 
-branches at South Palo Alto were examined by SA ELLEDGE on Januery 31, 
1955 but no reference to any account in the name of the RaS or in the 
subject's name could be found, 
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Automobile 


SA PAUL C. FULLER chacked the records of the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles at Sacramento, California on February 7, 
(1955 and determinec that there was no identifying data concerning the 
subject's vehicle which was in addition to the following: 1941, Nash. 
Club Coupe tudor) motor number 2 EN} 3 3908 ulsich has. California license 
tags Bade 5035 color medium greens 


SF 15 advised that subject ARNAUTOFF usually has his Nash aute- 
mobile serviced *. at the Associated Oil Company service station which 
is Located at 87th Avenue and Junipero Serra Boulevard in Colma, 
California (Plaza 5-9875). +15 recalled that ARNAUTOFF usually has an 
oil change and a lubrication job performed on the vehicle about once , 
each month, ARNAUTOFF usually drives the automobile to the service 
station, leaves the car, walks or is driven home and later walks back to 
the service station to get his automobile’ when the work is completed. 
Te15 determined that the vehicle was last serviced at the Associated Cii 
Station in qiestion on approximately January 25, 1955. These data were . 
supplied by T-15 on February 4 and 24, 1955. 

Contacts. 


Mrs. JULES L ROUTECRE, nee VERA — was interviewed on 
February 16, 1955 by SAS JAMES - P, NYE and WAYNE K. WELCH. at her resi-~ 
dence, 115 Beaumont, San Francisco y. California. po 


She advised :that chd fad. given approximately: six English eussl® 
lessons to GREGORY } MARKOVICH} IFETS, Soviet Vice Consul who was - a 
stationed in San Franciscd> California and that these lessons were given w 
in her quarters at the Southerland Hotel commencing in approximately }2 
December, 1943. She gave lessons to KHEIFETS for a period of approxi- 

mately six months but did not attend any social or other functions at 

the Yonsulate of the UeSR which was then located in San Francisco. 


Mrs ROUTBCRT commented that she had met VICTOR and LYDTA 
ARNAUTOFF and knew that LYDIA ARNAUTOFF was employed at the Soviet 
Government Purchasing Comnission Office in San Francisco in 1943 and 
1944- She stated’ that she knew of no activities on the part of the 
ARNAUTOFFS that were of a subversive nature and she explained that she 
had met them only casually at an art exhibition at which VICTUR ARNAUTCFF 
was displaying his work. 
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SF T-16 stated that he has made periodic checks at the 
subject's residence at 1007 Washington Street in Colma, California 
during the period between February 4 and February 24, 1955 but noted 
no unusual activity there and the informant observed that the only 
automobile parked adjacent to ARNAUTOFF'S house was ARNAUTOFF'S Nash 
coupe which carries California license 7B 44503. Yhis information was 
made available on February 24, 1955. _ 
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ARRCAMINTS 

DATE OF ACTIVITY _ ss SGENT WHO “FILE NO, 
IDENTITY OR DESCRIPTION DATE = RECEIVED WHERE 
OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED INFORMATION LOCATED 
T-1 


Eleven Branch CP ‘a2/a/sie-canstn ds De 
7 " meeting, 11/9/54 ~ > COAKLEY 


CP meeting 11/30/54112/3/s4ue " 


ee CP meeting 12/14/54 1/6/55 SM 


| CP meeting 1/4/55 \ wv 1/6/55 cM 
! OP meeting 1/8/55 Sel /35 ” 


~~ ARNAUTOFF - President™/20/13/54 STANLEY F. -100-635% 


of RAS ’-FEWSTER- enue, L242 _ 
RAS meeting ve 11/3/ 5h GERALD De 
10/22/54 COAKLEY 
RAS meeting i 113/540 m 
/6/54 . 
RAs meeting 12/3/54 " 
11/12/54 wv. 
RAS meeting 12/3/54 " 
11/19/54 So | 
RAS meeting -—”*1/3/54 " 
11/26/54 — ; - 
RAS meeting | 1/6/55 i" 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT). ) 
“INEGRMANTS (CONTD.) 
DATE OF ACTIVITY ‘ EGENT WHO FILE NO, 


IDENTITY OR DESCRIPTION DATE RECEIVED WHERE 
OF SOURCE __OF INF RMIT ION RRCE.VED__TNECMATION._. LOCATED 
TL . 
RAS meeting - 1/6/55 GERALD D. 
(contd.) ~ 12/10/54 COAKLEY 
RAS meeting 1/6/55 ~~ " 
12/28/54 - 
RAS meeting ~ - 2/1/55 7 woo. 
1/14/55 ae 
oo ___.. RAS meeting BA /55 ot 
FOIA(Y(7)-(D)J~-- ASS | | 
A : RAS meeting afl /55 on 
2/28/55 ok. : 
T2 a en Pd 
‘3 | : | a, 
CLS Winter Term’ 12/15/54 ELLSWORTH F. 
Schedule HEMINGWAY 
Announcement of "10/25/54 con 


Exhibition of paintings 
CLS 10/21-11/4/54 


CLS Chridmas market 12/15/54 | ot 
12/10/54 i 


Northern California 12/20/ 54_ AMES DUNPHY 
Emer gency Defense 
Committe 
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— INFORMANTS (c ONTO.) . 


IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 


nN CLS Art Exhibit 11/3/54 EDWARD M. 
i. 10/3/54 CUNNINGHAM 
i CLS Graphic Arts - 11/29/5h 5 oN 
a Workshop 11/28/54 , 
Calif. Emergency | 12/27/5440" 
ON Defense Committee 
LS Meeting, CLS 12/17/54 
‘ \ Calif. for "ill of “ 11/3/54 “ " 
\ Rights meeting 16/30/54 
mes 
CLS film 1/2/54 12/3/54 p DIECK Ay. 
\ MERRILL 
: ARI lecture 1/26/55 1/28/55— 9 
: a . 
\ 6 | | 
.  FISUR 1/25/55 1/25/55 oe 3cEN P Pp 100-6359 
a “ MC HUGH 1321 
. WILLTAM B. DILLON 
* T-7 
\ Security Documentation of JOHN WILLIAM POWELL 
\ Division, US Stete Dept. . ; . —_ 


ry 


. Washington, DC 


1 
4 


T=§ 


_OF INFORMATION 


ADMINTSTRAT 


CONTD.) 


. PAGE 
DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT WHO. FILE NO. 
CR DESCRIPTICN DATE RECEIVED: WHERE 


_ LOCATE 


RECEIVED INE CRMATION 


Subject at CLS 


3/1/55 
3/1/55 “ 
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DATE OF ACTIVITY 


IDENTITY OR DESCRIPTION 


OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION 
1-9 oe | 
NCFC. Thumbnail : 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) fete won eec eens 
\ NCPC "Peace News" 
WN - Calif. - 
VN Til | oe 
\ \ MRS. MARGARET TROY,Subjts bank 


Bank of or. a ace ount data 


ote 
Employnent and 
residence of Re 
ARTHUR TAYL 
T-13.- . a 
‘ TAYLOR at CP 
\ — - meeting 9/11/42 
PLA 
_ TAYLOR: at CP. 
; meeting 4/14/52 _ 
T-15 
JACK. WINTER Car servicing 


Associated Oil Station, 
87th and Junipera Serra, 
Colma, Calif, 


NW: 15047 DoclefyHiyoo, 49 Page Wot cheers at 


RAY SAVAGE, Broad- residence 
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more PD, Colma, 
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4/16/52 RICHARD H. 


NELSON 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONTD.) 
INFANTS (CONTR). °.® oo 
T symbels have been assigned to the above informants to 


conceal their identities at their request and to comply with Bureau 
instructionse - 


MISCELLANEOUS 


‘The Security Index Card for the subject was checked on 3/§/55 
and found to be current and accurate. 


Byiletter of February 18, 1995 the Bureau was furnished with 
the results of a review i= the subject's case relative to ARNAUTOFFIS 
-inelusion in thé Security Index PBdnis.tabbing under the Detcom programe 
This letter recommended that the subject's. name be retained in the 
Security Index and that the Detcom tab be ,sontinued in view of the 

fact that ARNAUTOFF is considered a "key tigure". 


LEADS 


WASHINGTON FIELD (INFORMATION) 


An information copy of this report is being supplied in view 
of the subject's continued contacts .with officials of the Embassy of 
the USSR at Washington, DC. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


? 


Report of SA WILLIAM B, DILLON, 12/29/54, San Francisco 
San Francisco letter to Bureau, 2/18/55 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONTD.) 
INFORMANTS (CONTD.)_ SO 


T symbcls have been assigned to the above informants to 
conceal their identities at their request and to comply with Bureau 
instructions. , . 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The Security Index Card for the subject was checked on 3/8/55 
and found to be current and accurate, 


Byiletter of February 18, 1995 the Bureau was furnished with 
the results of a review «. the subject's case relative to ARNAUTOFF!S 
inclusion in the Security Index /P®! his.tabbing under the Detcom programe 
This letter recommended that the subject's name be retained in the . 
Security Index and that the Detcom tab be .sontinued in view of the 
fact that ARNAUTOFF is considered a “key rigure". 


LEADS 
WASHINGTON FIELD CINECRMATION) 
An information copy of this report ts being supplied in view 


-of the subject's continued contacts with officials of the Embassy of 
the USSR at Washington, DC, 


SAN FRANCISCO 


+, San Francisco i ia_and Vicinity: 


‘* 


Will follow and report the activities of subject ARNAUTOFF. 


REFRAFNCR | 
Report of SA WILLIAM B. DILLON, 12/29/54, San Francisco 
San Francisco letter to Bureau, 2/18/55 
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_[FBI, SAN FRANCISCO 674-55 
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. Boardman... 
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. Parsons 
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_ f Mr. Sizoo. 

i Wr. Winterrowd. | 

‘H Yele. Room! 

Mr. Holloman... : 

4 Mis 85 Gandy. \ 


VEJ 


Me, rss 


i? 
VICTOR MI CHAELSRRNAUTOFF 1S-C. RE BUREAU TEL TO SF JUNE FOUR Myre. 


ONE ITC UNIT ARRIVED SF AT FIVE P.M. THIS DATE. OWNER NASH AGENCY WHERE 
SUBJECT-S CAR BEING REPAIRED ADVISED SUPERVISORY MECHANIC AND TWO 
HELPERS APPEARED AT WORK THIS, A.M. “STATING IT: WAS NECESSARY TO WORK 

ON SUBJECT-=S VEHICLE INASMUCH AS THEY PROMISED DELIVERY THIS DAY. The 


WOULD. NOT VOUCH FOR RELIABILITY -OF MECHANIC and HELPERS. SUBJ CALLED 


FOR HIS CAR THIS PM. 
POSSIBLE WEST COAST USE. 


“WHELAN 
END AND ACK PLS RECORDED | ao 
11-526 Bt SON HA 8 ed 

ef — 


Tl Pir. Beimont | 
U Hr. Belmont 
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Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


fo 2 Cae ee _— a 7 slon 
TO 4M. Le we ‘BOARDMAN OS parm. June 3, ea 


Winterrowd __- 
Tele. Room —__ 


(Bee 


ASAC McMahon of ‘the San ‘Francisco Office called toahy 
requesting Bureau authority ‘to tnstall an. underecar radto voice. 
transmitter in the subject's car, It was pointed out that the subject’ 


Q- | . 
VICTOR MYCHAEL ARWAUTOFF,. vase 
INTERNAL SEUCI IY -¢ 


‘automobile. is undergoing repairs which will be completed today or ~- 3 
tomorrow and that San Francisco can make: arrangements with the manager 
of the garage to? have access to the automobile for the purposes .of x 
the installation with full security. San. Francisco calléd.attention dy 
to the fact that they had previously raised with the Buréau the \ 
technical.aspects of an installation of this nature and the Bureau - ~ 
had advised them. that it was. possible provided the upholstery was. . 

FOIA(b)(7)-(D) | % good céndition., ASAC McMahon advised that. the upholstery was in vy, 
FOIA(b)(7) - (E) | -9.2e4 conditions, 4 
re - z 

mee Q.. 

= 

iz 

= 

O 

a 

~ le De - CO c 

-ASAC McMahon stated that.in the event the Eureau a 
approved, it ‘would be necessary. to obtain special equipment and - ge 
he thought that such equipment was probably available at" one. of a 

the OFF toes. ‘On the. West. Coaste | ce 

D 
After checking with the Laboratory, it was determi w 
that it would ‘be necessary to send. the special equipment ‘for tke . 

‘tnstallation to the San.Francisco Office from the Bureau headquex s 
This fact was brought to the attention of ASAC McMahon, and he no . 

that in view of..the limited time that: they had available, ‘i would not bee 
possible to nake the. installations °°. . , ee : t 


and advised thatthe subject's automobile would be available tomorrow, 
June 4, and possibly June 5, 1955. Whelan strongly. recommended that the 
special equipment be dispatched from the Bureau immediately and that 
authority be granted to make the installation since it appeared possible 
that the San. Francisco Office would have the necessary timee 


. Oh, ee / Oh ff A —_ 
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| 7 SAC Whelan called ‘back at ‘approzinately 6: 10 Dots tonight 


age $1 fo. 
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Vr PIG = acer « ee OB i 


f 


It should be observed that Arnautoff is a long-time 
Communist Party member in the man Francisco area, During the 


Personnel when they travel to the West Coast. In view of the 
‘forthcoming Special Session of the United Nations at San Francisco, 
tt ts possible that Arnautoff will be called upon to perform 
Spectal services for the Soviet Delegation. 


fhe Laboratory is immediately dispatching the special 
‘| equipment necessary for the installation and will Separately advise 
\ || the San Francisco Office the expected time of arrival of this. 

equipment. In order to make the tinstallationwith proper security, 
tt will be necessary for it to be handled by Special Agent Howard 
Earp, a former employee of the Laboratory who is presently assigned 
to the Portland Office, SAC Santoiana was contacted and he advises that 
Howard Earp is available to handle this assignment. 


It is recommended that authority be granted the.San 
Francisco Office to make the installation of the under-éar trans~ 
mitter provided full security is assured, If you approve, San . 
Francisco will be telephonically advised, and they will be instructed 
to make arrangements for SA Earp to proceed. from Portland for the 
Purpose of accomplishing the installations - 


“Supp. Rew. Swart... bor aten Raglo Seckew | Riry mond herr hrs 
iiised GERSAW 4 fades Bar epiipment nv ght Clovieal 45 sp Cee 
Of3/3 gdvised Seen Ort lind, gee 70 O98 KE 


\ Qovthery granted 
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_ SEE FILE 66-2554-7530 FOR AUTHORITY. 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO .: oe ‘Director, FBI a . _. DATE: June 4 1955 | 


“FROM \ Dich: Sac, San. Francisco (100-6359) .. 


"SUBJECT: - VICTOR MICHABICARNAUTOFF, was. fy 
fel °°. INTERNAL SECURITY - C00 0 
A : _ | 


SECURITY INDEX REVIEW - 


REFERENCE ee Oo, fo, 

REFERENCE = a we 

SAC Letter 55-30 dated 4/12/55. Xa Ba : 
| - \ ak . 


SUCCINCT RESUME OF CASE. 4 7 


_ All informants referred to herein. have furnished = 
reliable information in the: past. ~ . eg 


. The Communist Party (CP), American Russian Institute 

(ARI), Russian American Society (RAS), California Labor School 
(CLS), and California Emergency Defense Committee (CEDC) have 
all be designated by the Attorney General of the United State 

pursuant. to Executive Order 10450. - Ee 4 


i 


| . 8 ee aE 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF was born 11/11 de thigh 
Russia, and served as a calvary officer in Russia during Worl 
War I, and from 1922 to 1925 served in the Manchurian Calvary. 
Subject legally entered the United States at Nogales, Arizona, 
5/23/31 and received U.S. citizenship on 8/2/39 in the U.S. 
District Court, San Francisco, California... His wife, LYDIA,. 
was born 2/2/03.at Mukden, China; the ARNAUTOFFs have three 
children, one born in China and two born in Mexico. Subject 
resides with his wife at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, Cali- 
fornia, and is currently employed as Assistant, Professor of 
i Art, Stanford University, Stanford, California. 
\ . 


muorsmaso gg fe Ae HY 


Se 


geen Dee 


(7); 


1 ce 100-28810D. (Security Index, Review). | 
3 ec 100310591 -(Thumbnail Sketch File) 


t 
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FOIA(b)(7) -(D) Ha 


7 oe advised tha subject attended a reception at the 
/ Soviet Consulate, San. Francisco, .on' 11/8/L6.and.that jsubject.and © | 
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fo be Director, FBI oe _— foe 
From. ~: .SAC, San Francisco. (100-6359). ~ 


boos . . ‘y o : . 
‘ . : v4 mo Sos pron 
: : . - 4 . 


Subject: VICTOR, MICHAEL. ARNAUTOFF, was.: 
_ a - Is'- Ct... + re a eels 


wok 


 Coht¥ets.iwith USSR Personnel. -. 


yt 


his wife. attended ‘an entertainment at “‘theSoviet Consulate on. 
1/3/47; that: suoject gave a -party..in:his. home: for.‘members of the- 
Soviet Consulate and Exectitive Board members*.of the RAS, Inc., 7 
on. 2/10/L7; reported on 8/27/51 .that’ subject.was in. contact with 


-KONSTANTIN EFREMOV and: was considéring having the RAS sponsor.a- 


reception in honor of EFREMOV withvhom he: had been friendly for 
many years: .. CO oe on Te ne 


: we - a7 + . , . - acts woe : 4 
aren) re - : . bores, wba, Pons 
> . : . nai oe ae . a roe PN a 
et ' cae . . 7 ‘ . ae 3 ‘ ees a, 
ot . hooey ‘ ‘ : . . 
4 
a 


To. oF Director, FBI 


’ From : SAC, San’ Francisco -(100-6359) : 
Subject: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, WAS. 
Is -c . a, . 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


FOIA(b)(7) - (E)| 


@P Fh 
victor” ‘ARNAUTOFF- met “the. ‘Soviet delegation to the 
Japanese Peace - Treaty Conférence, San Francisco, as they arrived 
by Southern Pacific, Train at. Oakland, (falifornia, on 9/1 [51s 
JNIKOLAT, PETROVIOH SAVCHENKO, Seéretary, 10/27/52. 


VLADIMIR. GERASIMOVICH, DUDENKOV,. Atbache,, 1/8 [Skee 


VIKTOR MATEEVICH: ‘UBCAL, Second: Seoretarys, 7/6/38. 


‘Communist Party» . De, ; 
: 4/55 that -subiject is an active 


; Branch" of the CP, USA, and has’ bee 
ciate j Soe eae 12/7 PoOSE tie tt branch was. 
“Orme whi chowas=mamed the "Russian F Branch... loformant-hag 

reported that subject has repularly a aitended CP meetings durin 
the.entire ported T7770 te 2122. Doe 


prone gerne a 


: ‘Feported . that. subject had been an “active 
member” ‘of the Wer ira, Club, Professional Section, CP,:and , 
_ Fegularly, attended CP. meetings. between, L2/h6 and 5/11/50: 


, and. ‘each 
confirmed attendance of subject at certain specific meetings of - 
the New Era Club, Professional Section, CP, ‘between the period. 
9/12/46 to. D/1n/ 50. . 
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To.  o Director, FBI - 


From : SAC, San Francisco: 4400: 6359) ° 
“~~ Subject: VICTOR MICHAEL, ARNAUTOFF , was. 
IS.- C 


| Oh. 
Anierican Russian. Institute - 
of San Francisco. 


— on 11/6/47 reported that | subject was a_ 
“member. of the Executive Committee Of the ART @¢ San Francisco. 


so [ has reported . ‘that subject attended 1l meetings 
_ of. the ARE Executive Committee, one meeting of the Executive 
\ Board, and one general membership meeting during the period 
. b/h/50-and. 3/25/51 and attendéd: four later meetings of the 
\, Executive. Committee of: ARI in 1951. 


MN \ a reported that the subject attended ‘four 
. Executive Committee meetings of.the ART. between the - period 
MAS and 2/19/52. 


aa reported that the subject’ is.a taeinber of. the 
\ ART as of 10/5k and continues active in. its affairs and is. ‘believed. - 
veo | be 2, member of the ARL Executive Board. 8 : 


"Russian American. Society, Inc. 46 


ya. on 10/13/5h advised: that subject ‘is the 
_ President, RAS, Inc., and has- held that. position since the 
inception. of | that organization” ‘since approximately 1941 and on’ 
4/4/55 reported that’ the” subject had been re- “elected the 
President for 1955~ woe 


yA * The meetings of the RAS, Ine. -are. held at 321 
Divisadero Street, which quarters are shared jointly between 


RAS and CLS. . 
“California Labor School © - 4M: 


\ on 11/29/h7 reported that subject was 
teaching - courses in art at the CLS. two or three nights a week. 


each 
reported subject as being active in the CLS during the year i9h9. 


- The winter term schedule of the CLS indicated ‘that 
on 2/24/55 a class entitled "Realism in Art™ would be conducted - 
by subject and. two others in the CLS. 
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i rr ape 40/28/sk ‘advised. that: ‘the: “CLS, Was! Dy 
os, ~. préparing on 10/22/54, ‘for an. éxhibition: of 22 pieces of art by. 
Voy. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF: represénting his: work? ‘between 1936 and 19543" 
op which | were | to. be displayed’ ab, phe CLS. from LO/32/5he to. ait ss 


me on 5 /sh" Fepo iigai concerning the: VICTOR 
oe ‘ARNAUTOFF art. exhibition, which.began atthe CLS .on “10/31/5he.-- 
_ Informant, stated that-on’ -10/31/5h._ Dr... HOLLAND: ROBERTS; Director: 
oS ol lof the CLS ; “introduced subject; who’ ‘spoke ;on- the reasons. why he 
Af 0 yest patter’ and why--he was. a NMarxi st painter" and’ how’ he ‘tried | 
aia to, portray, in most:of his’ paintings. the conditions of :life« 
.% "under which the- working class Lived.and ‘survived. ARNAUTOFF © 
_. “-pointed” out that’ most of*his paintings: showed workers at™ their — oS 
- \ daily tasks or undergoing. the oppressions. of. the prevailing ’*: oy 
v4. system in this country with ats respective | legislation and. its. _ 
a police spies and, who spy ion. ‘the working. ¢lass.-and’ who provided 
. the. Government | with’ ‘information about the. members: of-the working 
'\¢lass who. are: hot: ‘Satisfied with their allotted-life. ARNAUTOFF - 
- ‘stated thathe- believed - inthe * working. class-and' inthe. fact. that. 
., they created. all the: wealth and that - ‘everything’ produced “in -the 
“world Was. produced, by. ‘workers. ARNAUTOFF. claimed. that’ the ‘workers 
_ were the oppressed group of.the: world. who réceivéd’a mere “pittance. 
for. their labors and that: any man,: -who has a. heart» and who is). . 
"interested | -in:humanity | ‘had become: ‘a. Marxist: because’ only; Marxism “*.. . - 
“offers. a. ‘Logical: solution to. the problems of the’ wgriking class... Opes 


eee Californians: Por. the: 
ee * Bill, of Rights a 


: fe 


cn . etn 4 ° a ; ays 


. “phe. Deity. People! Ss “Worldl. cin its. “editich “for. yaa yea.. 
carric’ an article: ‘announcing "A ‘Hew. Organization’: - _ Californians a, 
for the,-Bill. of Rights’ ‘=i joined - the growing. front against’, oS 
‘ ‘infringements on civil ‘rights’ today... -The..organization-is an. 
outgrowth. of. the: Federation, for. the. Repeal of the: Levering: 

-Act, a broad group. composed Of? educators ;! professionals, ‘and: 
public. employees who laid. ‘the’ “campaj.gn against: toyalty™ ‘athe wee" 


aS 


a lon 11/3/5h, reported concerning: ‘a party sponsored: 
obi ‘the. CBR: on, 10/30/54, which was attended by*75.to 80,people whic h. 
“was: also: attended by’ the.subject. The purpose of the meeting’ was); *. 
. to-craise.money to fight. ‘laws: “recently passed, by. ‘Congress ,.. specifically _ 
the’ one making. membership | in the CP: ‘punishabke by. imprisonment..." a 


rt 
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TO ‘+ Dire ctor, FBI or 

‘From . : SAC, San Francisco’ (1004359) —_ 
Subject: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 5 WASe >. 
Be TS eG 


. Miscellanéous., : 
The “subject, according to the: 9/29/49 issue of the: 


“People! s World" newspaper, was. identified as having been ae 
~ delegate to the “Peace Congress. iA Mexico City. 


a, xe gency D Com oa 1). 
SLOUEO as oe alifornia. ‘Emer ehe efense. ommittee , A 


| on: 10/27/5k. advised that ‘the: California - - 
“Emergency Defense Committee held a meeting on 10/17/54 at the 
. CLS-at which the subject was present. - Among: speakers: was” 
SWIELIAM. SCHNEIDERMAN , convicted’ Sinith Act defendant: who was. 
free on*bail pending ‘appeal. and who ‘is. publicly acknowledged | 
to be, the. Chairman fof ‘the GP. for. the ‘13th District. | 


confirmed the attendance’ of the subject: fat 


the LAN meeting. 


"Northern. California Peace Council, 


oe “on 7/2 5: f52. advised that the- ‘Nothern Cali- 
“fornia Peace: Council has as. its primary objective: the agitation - 
of all "peace: proposals" set forth by the.CP and: that the - 
 Nothern:California, Peace Council: was to serve as a clearing 
house for the. péace: actwities in the San Francisco Bay. area. 
and the eight Northern California counties. 


Mrs. WATILIA-3 . DOBBINS ,on 12/21/6k: furnished a copy | 
of the bulletin saptioned "Peace. News? distributed, by. the NCPC, 
which is dated 12/1/54. This issue reflects thatthe, subject 

“was the artist who drew the” scene. of the ‘longshoreman. unloading , 
cargo. for’ a holiday message. to. all Congressmen: a ‘ : 


RECOMMENDATION « 


It. ‘is, ecomitiénded that the. subject be continued a. 
“SL subject, and it’is. also ‘Peconmended that he be classified for 
Detcom. Ac. Letter '°55= 12A°refleété& that. all. top functtonariés 
and key. figiires. are to. be: classified. DETCOMS: therefore , this. 
recommendation is: being made. - 
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Subject: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, MASS 
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- Victor WroHas L ARNAUTORF™ is not tabbed: for. Detoome 
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DATE OF MAIL - 20 ~.5757 - 


SEED, ROOM Mee 
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SEE FILE 66-2554-7530 FOR AUTHORITY. . 


SUBJECT | JUNE MAIL: : ° 


- |. PERMANENT SERIAL. CHARGEOUT 
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Office Memorandum | UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT» 
To: Director, FBI <2, zs _ | “ae tune. 26, 1955, 
"FROM Kies San Francisco (100- 6359) Ps | 

one 2 ners ‘wacanerReimvrorr oa | pee ji /-/ 


It ds. Hebciimenied that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
ebove-Cepiioned individual. 


The Security Tex Card on ‘the saptaeiee: individual should be 
changed as follows: appectty change only) 


ALI ASES 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED___—s* ‘ALIEN 


COMMUNIST__" SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY_____“INDEPENTENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS ce as ak aoe 
TAB FOR DETCQMXXX_ «TAB FOR COMSAB _ | RACE___ SEX_._ SS 
DATE OF BIRTH mak __ PLACE OF ‘BIRTH - | 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of eiplerine concern and address) 


toy 


_KEY FACILITY DATA: ; ioe 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER os _ RESPONSIBILITY _ 


Matt c— 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 
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_ SEE FILE 66-2554-7530 FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT __ __ JUNE MAIL 


3 oF 
REMOVED BY 59 JUL 20 1955 


FILE NUMBER JOO -ATEFE LSC 
. PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT — | 
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po FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ym No. 1 


wis CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO 


A> 


bal i, Ae «|p . 


~ 


1S . 
J REPORT MADE AT A PERIOD FOR WHI 


usm Lae, 

. SAN FRANCISCO | 8/26/55 °°" "8 JA5-19 /55 ” | STANLEY F, FEWSTER fd 
a peers rere 
Buel VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUIOFF, was. | INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: CONF TP eit ttas 


Subject is member of "Branch Eleven," CP, and attended nine meetings 


between 2/55 and 7/5/55, inclusive. Is member RAS, Inc,, and attended@-“™~ , 


\ 

4 

| 

; 18 meetings between 2/55 and 7/8/55, inclusive. Sent protest to Mayor /~! 3 
i a 
; 

§ 


of SF requesting stop proposed picketing of Soviet Delegation to U.N, 


by White Russian colony, Attended activities of ARI of SF, CLS, Committee 
for Foreign Born and during anniversary U.N, in SF, met with Soviets 
VASILI A, KAZANIEV, VLADIMIR A, GRUSHA and YURI I, GOUK, 
at dinner party on 6/23/55 with Ambassador ZARUBIN and 
audience with Foreign Minister MOLOTOV 6/24/55, 
MOLOTOV with portfolio containing RAS bulletins, 


fcc SLE 


Was in attendance 

party and had 

when subject presented 
"For Peace", 


(sb _p. O-l les qeoigo pots 
Mf s 


if A , , . Fen em oa) oe S. 
fll? 2097 - 


7 (gphe August, 1955 Street Address Telephone Directory lists 
VICTOR M 


. , Colma, California, 4 “t 
and has telephone number PLaza 5-0472, acency (AOC, pect eg 
. REQ.. REC'D 2~7 fy ¥ te tr 
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA BET Keg” (40 
a | BY_/ Leo ghey, Pro, \, 
- The Communist Party (CP), USA, has been designated by the Pe 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
[ 6/5 ; - 0 |: |, panne 
if 94 aa REQ. REC'D 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


ay 
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EP ROBAMGOPane HF FBL AND NEITHER IT. NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 


oe 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—59265-3 
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SIF: fd . 
SF #100-6359 


San Francisco T-1, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, has reported that the subject attended nine meetings of the 
"Branch Eleven" of the CP between February, 1955 and July 5, 1955, 
inclusive. 


T-1 advised that the subject, at the CP branch meeting of 
"Branch Eleven" on April 25, 1955, led the educational on "the Negro 
struggle for full equality,” 


AND JUNE 2, 14557 


a 


REL vo fake T-l, on May 25,1955, Aadvised that the subject, at the April — . 


12, 1955 CP meeting of "Branch F even" and at the May 25, 1955 meeting 

of the same branch, conducted educationals on “Does thé téith anniversary 
United Nations Session meet in a less war-like atmosphere than a year ago?" 
and, "What can we do to promote the peace movement and impress the United - 
Nations and its importance?” respectively, 


Russian American Society, Inc. (RAS) 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


f-1 has reported that the subject attended 18 meetings of the 
RAS between the period February, 1955 and July 8, 1955, inclusive, 


_ T-1 advised on May 25, 1955 that the subject, at the May 13, 1955 
RAS meeting, stated that the American Russian Institute would hold a 
reception for the Soviet Delegation after their arrival in San Francisco, 


T-1, on July 11, 1955, advised that the subject wrote to the 
Mayor of San Francisco, which action was approved by the RAS Executive 
Board on June 10, 1955, requesting the Mayor to stop any picketing by 
White Russians against the Soviet United Nations Delegation, ; 


T-1 advised that the Board at the above meeting decided to 
send greetings to Foreign Minister MOLOTOV on his arrival in San Francisco 
and to present the Soviet Delegation with all copies of the RAS bulletin, 
‘e"For Peace," which would be bound in an appropriate cover, 
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- SEF: fd 
SF #100-6359 ~ 
. Cal, 
San Francisco T-1, on July 11, 1955, advised that EPINYASTOCHKIN, 
who was formerly an officer in the RAS, attended the RAS Executive*Board 
meeting on June 20, 1955 in“ordér to show the Board members the leather 


portfolio.that he had purchased which was to be presented to Soviet Foreign 
Minister MOLOTOV and which would contain a set of RAS bulletins, 


, Cal, 
T-1 advised that MICHAEDXSHAPOVALOV, of the RAS, was asked to 
write the greetings to MOLOTOV, although the subject reported that he 
did not know when the greetings could be presented, 


At this meeting, VICTOR ARNAUIOFF advised that. he had seen 
some of the Soviet Delegates and had spoken to them about an audience 
with MOLOTOV but that it was not known if he would have time to see them - 
as he was a very busy man, He reported that in case of an emergency, 
their greetings could be delivered at the American Russian Institute 
reception, which was planned, at which time some of the Delegates would 
be present. He advised that it was doubtful if any of the Soviet 
Delegates would be able to attend the RAS picnic, 


The subject, at the above meeting, read a letter from the 
Hayor of San Francisco which assured that he would do all in his power 
to stop any picketing of the Soviet Delegation during their visit to Cel 


San Francisco. Wipe Yieter michal Krai py 
T-1, on July 11, 1955, advised that at the July 1, 1955 RAS, 
meeting, the subject reported on. the presentation of the greeting from 
the RAS to Foreign Minister MOLOTOV and also stated that prior to the 
day of the presentation he, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, had dinner with Soviet 
Ambassador ZARUBIN, at which time the subject told ZARUBIN about their. 
present and requested him to so advise Foreign Minister MOLOTOV, The. 
subject advised that on June 24, 1955, he received a telephone call to 
be ready, for ae presentation, and stated that he picked up his wife, 
ripratge 6 “tol fivSborough, California in a Soviet limousine, co 
“He advised the RAS members that theré were representatives from some other 
American progressive organizations present and that he, ARNAUTOFF, 
delivered the RAS greetings to MOLOTOV and presented him all issues of 
the RAS bulletin, "For Peace,” which was bound in a leather folder, He 
reported that MOLOTOV was very pleased and asked ARNAUTOFF to convey . 
his greetings and thanks to members of the RAS, and also stated that the 
audience with MOLOJOV lasted for approximately one-half hour, 
an Wes of leeks 
I-1,,aat the above meeting, stated that the subject also advised 
the RAS Executive Board at the July 8, 1955 meeting announced that 
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“EFIM LASTOCHKIN made a silver platésey for the leather folder to contain [eld aris 


the RAS bulletins for MOLOTOV, 


San Francisco T-1 stated that the subject, at. the above 
meeting, announced that the California Labor School would have a lecture 
on the Soviet Union as the ‘champion of peace," and that the subject 
was then elected as one of the RAS representatives to the California 
Labor School. 


American Russian Institute of San Francisco (ARI) 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General of the 0 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


San Francisco T-2, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, on February 2 2071955, furnished an announcement of an 
historical film on the "Life of LENIN," to be shown on April 13 (1955) 
at 8:00 PM at the ARI, San Francisco, T-2 advised on April 20, 1955 
that the subject attended the. above film showing on April 13, 1955, 


San Francisco 1-3, who nas furnished reliable information in 
the past, on May 4, 1955, advised that the subject. attended a film 
showing ofthe "Life of LENIN" at the ARI on April 13, 1955. 


San Francisco T-4, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, on April 14, 1955, confirmed that the subject attended the 
above film showing. 


San Francisco T-5, who has furnighéd reliable information in 


the past, advised oneMay 10, 1955 that RO 


invited, 


‘4, on May 25, 1955, advised that the subject, on 1 May ll, 


1955, at the tBranch Eleven" CP meeting reported on his lecture tour 


in Los Angeles, California on May 6-7, 1955, the first lecture being 

given for the ARI which was attended by approximately 100 people, He 
advised that the second lecture was at the Russian Home, which was 
attended by about 30 people, the lecture being on Russian art. He 

claimed that as a result of his speeches he received orders for the 

RAS bulletin, "For Peace," including one for the Vice President of Russian 
Home. 
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AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE OF SAN FRANCISCO AFFILIATION AND 


ASSOCIATION WITH SOVIETS DURING THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO _ 


; Special Agents of the FBI observed the following activities 


: at ‘the time and date listed: 


At 12:30 PM, June 2, 1955, the subject was observed inside 
the ARI, 90 McAllister Street, San Francisco, seated at a table with 
three other individuals at the time that VASILI ears was believed 
to be in the ARI, Cake, pf 
ana he My. 
At 9:43 AM, June 9, 1955, the subject was observed to leave 
the Plaza Hotel, Post and Stockton Streets. 


Mr. WILLIAM GILCHRIST, Manager of the Plaza Hotel, on June 
9, 1955, advised that the subject conferred with Soviets in the lobby 
of the hotel and on leaving the hotel, proceeded to the Union Square 
Garage, which is located directly across from the Plaza Hotel. 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the subject to meet VASILI 
A, KAZANIEV in the lobby of the War Memorial Building, Van Ness and 
McAllister Streets, at 1:30 PM, June 10, 1955, where they had a brief 
conversation before both left the building and entered Maison Paul 
Restaurant, 1214 Market Street. They were together until 3:15 PM. 


VASILI ANDRESNTCR a za TEY is a Counsellor of the Soviet Cale, 
Park Avenue, New York City, New York, 

according to the May, [955 issue of "Member of Delegation tthe" United 

Nations Entitled to Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities," published 

by the United Nations Mission to the United Nations. 


‘a ght 
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Special Agents of the FBI observed the following activities 


at the time and date listed: 


At 11:13 AM, June 13, 1955, the subject left the Plaza Hotel 
and proceeded to 321 Divisadero Street, wherein the California Labor 
School and the RAS are located, and then lunched at the Dixie Restaurant, 
Divisadero and Hayes Streets, where HOLLAND ROBERTS, of the California 
Labor School and ARI, was known to be, 


At 2:10 PM, Jume 13, 1955, ROSE ISAAK entered 321 Divisadero 
Street, and at 2:48 PM, ROSE ISAAK left the above address in company 
with the subject, who drove ISAAK to the ARI, 90 McAllister Street. 


Mr, WILLIAM GILCHRIST, on June 14, 1955, advised that an 
individual, who was later identified as the subject, ‘had met VASILI A, 


-KAZANIEV in the lobby of the Plaza Hotel that day. 


At 10:08 AM on “June 15, 1955, the subject was observed in the 
lobby of the Plaza Hotel, where he used the house telephone and called 
KAZANIEV's room, No. 620. A few moments later, KAZANIEV and an unknown 
Soviet appeared in the lobby with two other unknown individuals whom 


Mr. GILCHRIST thought were chauffeurs of the Soviet limousines, arriving 


at San Francisco on the evening of June u, 19996 


On: the above occasion, KAZANIEV introduced the subject.to a 
Soviet, later identified from a photograph to be VLADIMIR GRUSHA, - ° 
both of whom sat in a corner of the lobby where they conversed for 
approximately 15 minutes, Soon after the introduction, KAZANIEV left 
the hotel lobby, and GRUSHA entered the Plaza Coffee Shop, where both 
had breakfast and conversed, 


At 11:13 AM, June 15, 1955, the subject left the Plaza Hotel 
in company with VLADIMIR A, GRUSHA, 

‘San Francisco T-6 advised. on June 20, 1955 that VLADIMIR A, 
GRUSHA had been seen by him at the headquarters of the Soviet Committee 
of Information (KI) sometime between 1947 and 1951, and the informant 
was positive that GRUSHA was a Soviet intelligence officer. 


At 10:00 AM, June 17, 1955, the subject entered the Plaza 
Hotel, and at 10:03 AM, left the Plaza Hotel in company with VLADIMIR 
A, GRUSHA, 


At 9:19 AM, June 19, 1955, the subject and VLADIMIR A, GRUSHA 
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_left the Plaza Hotel together, and at 9:21 AM GRUSHA re-entered the hotel, 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) [whereupon the subject walked east on Post Street. 


Lehxks 


Mr. WILLIAM GILCHRIST, at 9:00 AM, June 21, 1955, advised that 
| the subject appeared in the hotel lobby of the Plaza Hotel at 8:45 AM 
and called GOUK on the house telephone end that GOUK subsequently appeared 
in the lobby, He advised that GOUK and the subject walked in the corridor 
| of the hotel and talked for approximately ten minutes, after which time 
GOUK returned to his room, Mr. GILCHRIST advised at 9:12 AM, June 21, 
1955, that GOUK again met the subject in front of the Plaza Hotel, at 
which time they walked on Post Street to Fowell and toward Market Street. 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the following activities 
at the time and date listed: 


At 1:25 PM, June 22, 1955, the subject left the Plaza Hotel, 


At 9:26 AM, June 22, 1955, the subject met VLADIMIR A, GRUSHA 
on the corner of Stockton and Post Streets, at which time GRUSHA was 
observed to give the subject something resembling a white envelope and 
then parted. The contents of the envelope are unknown, - 


Mr. WILLIAM GILCHRIST, on June 23, 1955, advised that at 
approximately 1:00 PM that day, the subject entered the Plaza Hotel lobby 
and used the house telephone and asked for KAZANIEV in Room 620 but learned 
that he was not available. He stated that the subject then ‘sought. 

GRUSHA, who came to the lobby and spoke with the subject, and that shortly 
thereafter GOUK appeared in the lobby, and the three conversed while 

sitting in the lobby for approximately 15 minutes, GILCHRIST advised that 
he observed the subject and GRUSHA leave the Plaza lobby shortly thereafter, 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the following activities 
at the time and date listed; 


At 1:01 PM, June 23, 1955, the subject entered the Plaza Hotel, 
where he remained for approximately 20 minutes. 
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At 1:15 PM, June 23, 1955, the subject and GRUSHA left the 
Plaza Hotel and stood on the sidewalk in front of the hotel and departed 
at 1:19 PM after shaking hands, 


During the evening of June 23, 1955, HOLLAND ROBERTS and YURI 
GOUK were observed to enter Omar Khayyam!'s Restaurant, 196 O'Farrell 
Street and joined a dinner party. 


A photograph of this dinner party, including HOLLAND ROBERTS 
and YURI GOUK, was taken by ART KERMOYAN, professional photographer 
employed by the Don Faulmer Studios, 680 Sutter Street, San Francisco, 
who was working at Omar Khéyyam's on the evening of June 23, 1955. The 
photog bn received reflgcted that the above party consisted of Ambassador 
GEORG UBIN, ANATOL BRYNIN, Counsellor, USSR Embassy, ROSE ISAAK, 
(yl VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and‘others, 99m . 
a“ 


At 3308 PM, June 24, 1955, the subject entered the ARI, 90 
McAllister Street, and left at 3:29 PM, The subject and his wife were 
observed to enter the ARI at 4:15 PM, June 24, 1955. 


On the morning of June 24, 1955, the subject met a man in front 
of the Orpheum Cinerema Theatre, 1192 Market Street, who was later 
identified to be VLADIMIR A, GRUSHA, and received a card approximately 
3" x 5", The subject and GRUSHA walked from the Orpheum Theatre to Van 
Ness Avenue and Grove Street, the subject entering the Opera House at 
10:09 AM, and GRUSHA entered shortly thereafter, The subject later 
displayed the above-mentioned card, or a similar card, to a police 
officer on duty in front of the Opera House, Van Ness Avenue and Grove 

Street, where the United Nations was in session. 


At 12:50 PM, June 24, 1955, the subject visited the ARI and 
321 Divisadero Street and was observed carrying a flat package about 
12" x 18" wrapped in light-colored paper. 


At 4:17 PM, June 24, 1955, the subject entered the ARI and was 
observed carrying the above-mentioned package. 


At 4:35 PM, the subject and his wife left the ARI and entered 
a green Ford with four other individuals and was driven by YURI GOUK 
in the direction of Hillsborough, California, on June 24, 1955. 


San Francisco T-7, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised ohaduneé 24, 1955 that at 5:17 PM, June 24, 1955, three 
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automobiles arrived at 1901 Willow Road, Hillsborough, California, San 


: sGLOTOY Willow Road and. immediately outside of the door, Foreign Minister VoMe 


- LYDIA ARNAUTOFF , wife of the subject, is a member of the RAS, Inc., and 


_ without contacting anyone in the hotel, 


I 

é 
| 
i 
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Francisco T-7 advised that the subject, his wife LYDIA, HOLLAND ROBERTS, 
ROSE ISAAK, YURI GOUK and others arrived in the above-mentioned automobiles, 


~ At 6:19 PM, June 24, 1955, the entire group mentioned above 


JLOTOV was standing in the group, which formed a semi-circle, MOLOTOV 
Shook™hands with the entire party, after which they departed, . 


San Francisco T-1 has advised on a number of occasions that 
a member of the CP of San Francisco, 
Mr. WILLIAM GILCHRIST, at 9:10 AM, June 25, 1955, advised that 
the subject appeared in the lobby of the Plaza Hotel and that VLADIMIR 


GRUSHA came to the lobby, and that the two, with two other Soviets, identities 
unknown to GILCHRIST, entered the Plaza Coffee Shop and had breakfast. 


At 9:35 AM, June 25, 1955, Mr. GILCHRIST advised that the subject 
left the Plaza Hotel in company with GRUSHA and that GRUSHA walked as 
far as the exit and then returned to the lobby where he picked up the: other 
two Soviets and then departed, o 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the following activities 4 
at the time and date listed: ; 


At 9:31 AM, June 25, 1955, the subject and GRUSHA left the 
Plaza Hotel and stood under the awning of the hotel, shook hands. and - 
GRUSHA re-entered the hotel, . 


At 10:59 AM, June 28, 1955, the subject entered the Plaza 
Hotel and departed at approximately 11:04 AM, 


Mr. GILCHRIST, at 11:12 AM, June 28, 1955, advised that the 
subject had used the hotel telephone in the lobby and had left the hotel 


San Francisco T-8, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised that YURI GOUK attempted unsuccessfully to telephone 
Plaza 5-O472 at 10:22 AM on June 28, 1955. 


The current Telephone Directory reflects the above telephone 
number is listed to the subject. 


Special Agents of the FBI also observed, in addition to that . 


‘previously reported, that the subject visited the ARI on June 7, 14, 17, 


21, 23, 25, 27 and 28, 1955, 


-9- 
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California Labor School, (CLS 


The CLS has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


San Francisco T-9, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised that the subject attended a showing of the movie, 
"The Dreyfus Affair," at the CLS, 321 Divisadero Street on February 
25, 1955, and on March 10, 1955 attended a lecture at the CLS on "Negro 
Art, a Power for Success,” 


T-9, on March 25, 1955, advised: that the subject attended a 
session of the CLS chorus on March 21, 1955 at the CLS, 


San Francisco T-10, who has furnished reliable information in 


the past, on March 7, 1955 furnished an advertisement regarding the 


"Book Fair and Festival, March 18-19-20," to be held at 321 Divisadero 
Street, which listed VICTOR ARNAUTOFF as one of two instructors on 

March 16 (1955) for the subject, "Perspective of Art in the USSR," at 
the CLS, | ; oe ; 


T-9, on April 1, 1955, furnished the "Spring Term, 1955 Calif- 
ornia Labor School" schedule which lists VICTOR ARNAUTOFF as one of three 
instructors under the caption, "Portfolio Workshop, at the Graphic 
Arts Workshop, 141 Valencia," on Thursdays, from "April 21 - June 23, 
8:00 PM." 


: _ San Francisco T-2, on April 7, 1955, advised that the subject 
attended a talk by WILLIAM RUBENS on his book, "The Atomic Spy Hoax," 
at the CLS on April 1, 1955, 


San Francisco T-~11, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, furnished the identical Spring Term, 1955 CLS schedule as 
reflected above, 


T-11, on April 8, 1955, advised that the subject attended a 
meeting entitled "Atomic Spy Hoax" on April 1, 1955 at the CLS, 


San Francisco T-12, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised that the subject attended Open House at the CLS on 
April 17, 1955 and spoke regarding the Graphic Arts Workshop, describing 
its principal activity as doing posters, silkscreens, engaging in 
engravings, etc., and printed materials, He stated they were also 


- 10 - 
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engaged in making a folio of labor art to be given to delegates of the 
United Nations Session that would meet in San Francisco this summer, He 
also reported that they were having discussion groups on the work for this 
folio for the United Nations, and also engaged in their own creative 
artistic efforts and have discussion groups to help one another in this 
field, 


San Francisco T-2, on April 20, 1955, advised that the subject 
attended the Open House of the CLS, held on April 17, 1955. 


San Francisco T-13, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, furnished two flyers, on April 28, 1955, concerning the 1955 
Spring Term of the CLS, from April 17 through June 25 (1955). Listed 
among the instructors was VICTOR ARNAUTOFF , 


San Francisco T~9; on April 22, 1955, advised that the subject 
attended a CLS Open House on April 17, 1955, which was also confirmed on 
April 18, 1955,by San Francisco T-14, "who has furnished reliable information 
in the paste 


T-9, on April 29, 1955, advised that the subject attended the (ia apa | 


film showing, "The Stone Floweg" and the Soviet short film at the CLS 
on April 22, 1955. 


' San Francisco T- “4, on June 7, 1955, advised that the subject lad 
attended the anriversary celebration honoring HOLLAND ROBERTS at the 
Bellevue Hotel, Geary and Taylor Streets, held on June 4, 1955, celebrating 
ROBERTS! 60th birthday and his tenth anniversary as Director of the CLS, 


San Francisco T-11, on June 8, 1955, advised that HOLLAND 
ROBERTS, President of the CLS, on June 6, 1955, lectured on "Pavlov's 
Contributions" at the CLS, which was attended by the subject. 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the following activities 
on the dates listed: \ 


On June 20 and 21, 19995 ‘the subject visited the Graphic Workshop , 
41 Valencia Street, 


Special Agents of the FBI observed that the subject also visited 
321 Divisadero Street on June 3, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 20, 23 and 28, 
1955, in which building the CLS and the RAS, Inc., are located, 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the subject in company with 
HOLLAND ROBERTS on June 7, 9 and 14, 1955. 
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Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born 


The American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 


Executive Order 10450, - 


The "Daily People's World" (DPW), West Coast Communist news- 
paper, of June 30, 1955, page 3, column 5, advised that a picnic was to 
be held at Sunnyview Club, Mountain View, California, under the auspices 
of the "Free Press" and the "Committee for the Protection of the Foreign 


Born," and also for the benefit of "civil rights," 


. San Francisco T-15, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, on July 6, 1955, advised that the subject had attended the above- 


mentioned picnic on July 3, 1955. 


San Francisco T+16, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, on April 27, 1955, ’ advised that the subject attended a meeting on 
April 16, 1955 honoring attorneys who fought for the rights of the foreign 
born, which meeting was sponsored by the Northern California Commi ttee 


for the Protection of the Foreign Born. 


Miscellaneous 


Special Agents of the FBI, at about 7:17 PM, June 2, 1955, 
observed a man enter the subject's residence, 1007 Washington, Colma, 
California, and observed that he drove a .1941 Chevrolet bearing California 


license B-3711A. 


The Department of Motor Vehicles, Sacramento, California, records 

reflect the above automobile is registered to T » 345 

Texas Street, San Francisco, California, . Cine . 

“MARE 4 eo, AS 

list TINO Fis SY CGOSre as an RA shih 


The San Francisco City Directory ists BRA : 
assembler, Dependable Furniture Manufacturing, 45 Willian ‘Avenue, San 


Francisco, and his wife as NADIA F XGOOSEFF . trl. 


The San Francisco indices contain no information regarding 
TIMOFEA and NADIA F, GOOSEFF, 


. Special Agents of the FBI, at 7:41 PM, June 2, 1955, observed 
the subject enter the Graphic Arts Workshop, Wi Valencia Street, ‘San 


Francisco, 
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; Special Agents of the FBI, at 9:37 PM, June’’7, 1955, observed 
a Pontiac automobile, bearing California license 6878938, registered to 
TIMAFEYARAZVALIAEFF , 1094 De Haro Street, San Francisco, according to the 
registration on the steering wheel, arrive at the subject's residence, 
Two unidentified males entered the subject's home from the above automobile 
and were observed to leave at 9:52 PM and drove to an unnumbered dwelling 
between numbers 1350 and 1362 Vermont Street. The driver remained in the 
automobile, and the passenger entered the above dwelling with a package 
or large-sized Manila envelope, The passenger returned to the automobile 
about three minutes later without the package. At approximately 9:56 PM, 
the two men proceeded to 1094 De Haro Street, 


The San Francisco Reverse Telephone Directory lists the same 
name and address as shown above. 


‘San Francisco T-17, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, on September 30, 1954, advised that VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF, 1007: 
Washington Street, Daly City, California, was a subscriber to the DEH, 
his subscription due to expire July 1, 1955. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


a _ .A copy of this report is not being furnished the Los Angeles 
Office at this time, as the information regarding the subject's visit to 
Los Angeles, California, on May 6-7, 1955 was previously furnished to 
them, . . : : 


The identifications of Agents on fisurs are maintained in the 
subject's file, / 


The subject is a Security Index subject. The Security Index 
card on file has been reviewed and is correct and current, 


Careful ‘consideration has been given to each source concealed, 
and T symbols were utilized only in those instances where the identities 
of the s6urces must: be concealed. 


SOURCES 

Identity of Source Date of Activity Date Agent to File No, 
and/or Description Received Whom "Where 
of Information Furnished Located 

SF T-1 is Attendance CP 3/2/55 SA GERALD 
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Identity of Source Date of Activity 
and/or Description 
of Information 


SF T-1 (cont'd, ) Attendance 
a at RAS 
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Spy Hoax" 


Attended ARI 
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LENIN 4/13/55 
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4/13/55 at ARI 
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: Hotel, 6/4/55 


ROSE ISAAK; ARI 
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on book "The Atom.__ 


ROBERTS at Bellevue 
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Date 
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7/11/55 


7/11/55 
7/11/55 
4/7/55 


4/20/55 


4/20/55 


5/4/55 


4/14/55 


Agent to 
Whom 
Furnished 


‘SA PHILIP 


M. BROOKS 


SA EDWARD 


M,. CUNNINGHAM 


6/7/55 


Ident, of V.A. KAZANIEV 


" " VLADIMIR A. GRUSHA 
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identity of Source Date of Activity Date 
and/or Description Received 
of Information 


Re Party attending 
MOLOTOV reception 
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“-. SF T+9 is CLS movie, "The 3/15/55 
de Dreyfus Affair," 
2/25/55 


Co a GLS-— lecture 3/15/55 
. “Negro Art, A 
Power for Success" 
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\ 
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, "Atom Spy Hoax," 
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Identity of Source Date of Activity Date Agent to File No, 
' and/or Description Received Whom Where 
of Information Furnisned Located 
SF T-11 (cont'd.) CLS Spring Tern, 4/8/55 SA F.S, 
. 1955, schedule PERRONE 
Re Petition for 5/27/55 SA DA. 
Peace MERRILL 
~~... OLS lecture, 6/6/55 6/8/55 = SA F.S, 
ne PERRONE 
CLS Open House, 4/18/55 “Sa LEO Ao 
4/17/55 SCHON 
Listed CLS instruc- 4/28/55 SA ARTHUR 
tors, 4/17-6/25/55 J, VAN HAVER) 
Open House, CLS 4/18/55 SA WAYNE 
4/17/55 H, WEBB 
SF T-15 is Picnic, 7/3/55 7/6/55 SA TROY 
‘ F, WILDER 
SF T-16 is Meeting sponsored 4/27/55 SA DONALD 100-6359-1473 
by Northern Calif, . L, COFFIN 
Com, for Protection _ 
of Foreign Born, 4/16/55 
SF T-17 is Mr. Re subj's, DPW SA WILBERT 100-63 59-1345 
MICHAEL A, CAREW, subscription H, KEE, 
PO Inspector, Rincon ET AL 
Annex PO, SF 
LEADS 
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
1. - Will continue to follow the activities of the subject through 


established sources and informants. 
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¢ 


on 
° \ to | 
| SFF: fd 
SF #100-6359 
Reo Will consider interviewing TIMOFEA GOOSEFF, who visited the 


subject's house on June 2, 1955. 


36 " Will obtain additional background for TIMAFEY RAZVALIAEFF and 
Will then consider interviewing this individual. ; 


REFERENCE 
Report of SA WILLIAM B, DILLON, dated 3/16/55 at San Francisco. 
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‘Mr. Boardman l= P,. GC, Young 

Mr, Beinont se initas tein te eeeie 
Sect. Tick, September 21, 1956 | 
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Office Memorandum « “UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


{70 : MR. TOLSON oo | - DATE: Sept. 19, 1955" . 


L.. B. NICHOLS : / . . Parsons _- 
: : oo . , : 7 uo, 7 ” Rosen 
“ a . ~ oo : — t: Tamm 
. . , : . : Sizoo 
LYDIA ARNAUTOEE, nee — eS 
Lydia Vasilievna’ “Blonsky 


. c Winterrowd 
- tet -. Tele. Room 
a } . Holloman 


Oo. oo _ a ; _ Gandy 
M VICTOR MICHAEL AR NAUTOFF, with alias, 7 ol oF . 


Victor Mikhailovich Arnautoff - 


: Request for information from. Vice-President Nixon . . 


‘Bob King, Administrative. Assistant to. Vice = -President Nixon, called 
at 3: 45 p.m. today. . The -Vice- President had observed a cartoon prepared by” 
-Arnautoff which reportedly was a part of the Stanford University Exhibit’of Art at 
PaloAlto, California. Stanford authorities removed the cartoon from the exhibit 7 
inasmuch as it ridiculed the Vice-President.’ The cartoon depicted Vice-President * 
Nixon.as holding a bucket of paint for smear.purposes, Arnautoff protested the 
action of Stanford University officials in removing his cartoon. King stated the 

ee -President would (like to know this afternoon a few facts concerning Arnautoft's 
background, ‘ ; 


wt 
8 
Rue 
é 


Af 6 


After checking files, DeLoach advised King that Arnautoff was born ’ 

November ll, 1896, at Marinpol, Russia. He first entered the United States at - 
- San Francisco November 24, 1925. He was naturalized August 2, 1939, at-San 
Francisco, He had been employed by the Art. Department_of Stanford Universit 


Since 1936 and is now serving as a:member of the faculty. there. ; Arnautoif has been 
“Tdentified with Soviet American activity in San Francisco for many years. He was 


the First President o the Russian-American Society, Inc, , which was founded aig ao 
1941, He has ‘been active in. the American. Russian Institute at San. LL. : 
King was , advised that confidential informants have identified Arnautoff and §& 
his wife Lydia as members of the Communist Part The Arnautoffs. have been in | a 
frequent contact with Soviet officials. King was Rdvised that on December 15, 1947, — 2 
the Soviet Consul at San Francisco submitted the applications for. Soviet citizenship 8 
‘of Arnaut fand his wife Lydia to the Soviet Union,. No further information is known Ww 
concerning action on these applications. RECORDED . gg ,(L0- MM hg, ad S 
: King indicated that the above information: mae “ioe sufficient fon for the oe 
Vice President. He was advised that the m bership of “Arron toPBidSiBe Communist . 
Party was information. received from Wnfisential informants and was not of a public “%& 
source nature, It was additionally stated in the event the Vice- President needed moree 
ation we would,” offcourse, be glad to send a complete summary, fae 


NW: 15047 Doel FiH001 0 Page fis 


_CDD: PMG SEP 3.9 
3) 
cc -Mr. Belmont . . ” = - . — . _ . " BPs a 


XN an eh ae oes 
re, a : . oo. whe a 


_ : : . . . i ° . . 
’ 


King stated. this was not necessary, that the Vice- President merely 
wanted a brief rundown to satisfy his own: ‘curiosity, He was very appreciative. 


. "ACTION: For record | Purposes. 
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_ Office Moanatiin 
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- UNITED STATES GOVERN MEN T, 


i ; y “yaa LE 
4 . ffo . : mR. Le. V.° BOARDMAN DATE: : September’ eof ha 
DQ. | 1958 Re 
\f FROM! A. He BELMONT ae YG Parsons 
3 fo: Rosen 
‘ . ” io Tamm 
. ” Sizoo. 
SUBJECT: FELIX, OSENTHAL; : Winterowd — 
VICTOR/ARNAUTOFF Holloman 
oS 8 “X Tc Canty ; 
wip Pursuant to the Director's request of - 9/19/55, Buredu files have 


“Pelt 


a pak 


o) Ebeen reviewed concerning Victor Arnautoff, a San Francisco muralist, and 
osenthal, Director of the San Francisco Ar 
cre cent newspaper articles, the San Francisco Ci City Art Commission ordered . 
 <@ controversial lithograph, depicting a likeness of Vice President Nizon 


t Festival. According to 


: gpd pointed by, Arnautoffs removed Srom the Art Festival. 


<a 


“ae NA 


[ g liz ? Rosenthal, 


r Arnaitoff is identical with, 
of a current Internal Security-C inves tigation, 
that according to reliable informants, Arnautoff_ 


and regularly attended meetin 


San Francisco, California, — 


been affiilrated with ze foil 


Attorney General: American Auss 
EB ecutive Committee Since “November, 


7 fOrmLo-tODOr Monod l, ¢ 


1954; Go 


February, 1955; Russian Ameri 


Count ites f or Protect 


He was in 


Sapte Consulate, 
Late, 1L926=J 


5 Mexico o City, 


¢ On. 0. 


for ford Peace 
San Francisco Council o 


Table infor 
by¢ 
Natura: 
Considerin. 
[gn ses dia hoy as of February 


\Iheeaes on Security ind@le- 
Beoue 
P BOY 1? PYPRp 
8 (5) 7 
‘ Ra - ire Boardman ° 


i ~ Mr. Belmont . 
RAY - Section Tickler 


Fel bruar 


Bureau, 


ORE 


oe pit 


ing 12, 17 / 54; ‘54; Civil Rights Congress, 


greet Ore ne Sao ed 


ox 


155 | 


art instructor, W 


rican Society 


f_Foretgn Born, 


contrib 


er | poute: 


Ym 


rdeni SSL NCE L941 when» 


sponsor 


oO ee 


Bureau files Sail to reflect any information ‘identifiable with 


= Lal, subject 
inves pL gation reveals 
n_active_member 


ings 9 the Communist Park 1, (CP) _o 
“September, 1946, o February, J 1955. He has 
owing organizations designated by the, - 

ian Institute of an“Fnranctsco, ~ member. 
1947, and still active as of October 


ouembers: 1947, to 


““T546,-  TSST; dneth. can 


buton, “949, Sponsors 


~oppretals utsiting that 


ontinent ; 


Congress, 


"He we was member of 


dont Rated 


| pee: Y ys Ds = 


Memorandum for Mr. Beardnan 


Pursuant to the request of. Dr, J, FE, Wallace Sterling, 
President of Stanford University, who had expressed some concern about 
the activities of ep eutory ang others at the cling on a dersaely 00m 


Fidentinl ba 14,_ 19535 91 furnished Dr. Sterling on a strictly con- 
" ~ - Sore * 


oe andtetony Dre_sters Lic souras 


[za 
mnt gration and aturalization “Service. (190 i7e?oR 118, Lig] 
a -. By way of background, Arnautoff was born 11/11/96, Marinpol, 

Russia, .He entered the U.S. at Nogales, Arizona, 5/23/31; received - 
otttzenship at U.S, District Court, San Francisco, 8/2/39; ts currently 
employed as Assistant Professor of Art at Stanford University. 


It ts to be noted that on 9/19/55, a. thunbnatl aketoh on 
rnautoff.was furnished to Mr. Robert Xing, Administrative Assistant 
to Vice President Nixon, by Tnspeotor ‘DeLoach pursuant to Mr, Nixon's 
mequest. - 


Enclosed is a letter to the Attorney General with copies for 
Deputy. Attorney General Rogers and Assistant Attorney General Tompkins, 
setting forth the above information, 


— ACTION: 


le For information, 4 


2 If you approve, the enclosed letter will be sent to the 
Attorney General, copies to Deputy Attorney General Rogers and 
Assistant Attorney General Tomphines. 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ak, 


e ee 
Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: | Director, FEI _(200-47675)_ ATE 5/28/55 
mom : ,\ gaG, San Francieco (100-6359) 
: ee an Francisco ( 35 
SUBJECT: -¥ICTOR yocanes emaroorr, was. 
. ‘Ts-¢ 


Re. Bureau Form 0-17, rerep of SA STANLEY Fe FEWSTER, 
dated 8/26/55, re subject. 


It is requested. that the date o-tane 2, 1955, be added 
immediately followihg the date, May 25, "1958, as appearing on 
Page 2, Paragraph Pe of TePepe San Francisco copies have been 
so ) changed, . . oe . 


fy) 


os 
i | "RRUORDED 4 ee 7605 of Ss} 


ar OCT 3 1955. 
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BS ock™ 8 aaa 


fas. it was a “political eexsment | 
pon McCarthyism,” and it was, | 


Fenske’ Che Charged. | 
Art Festival. Removes 


‘Festival Director Felix Ros-' 
enthal. ‘agreed: “It was very, 
| sensitively. done.” } 

‘Rosenthal said a number of . 


Work Satirizing Nixon 


When.'the show: opened: hurgday. 
tir 


4 


| showed Nixon ‘weating a black 
;mask. , -He- was‘ holding: ; 


| kin,” a reference,. ‘apparentl, 


+ Chambers’ “pumpkin papers. 
| ‘DICK McSMEAR’ 


: at $25. 


‘ ing a call that, purported to be: 
‘from the Federal : Bureau - of 
| Investigation, the lithograph |: 
| was ordered removed . byjj 


stages ‘the: festival. =. + 


local: ..artists had expressed} 
* fear that “the removal of the} 

wag lithograph has’ put freedom of: 
’ There was a: blank space: ‘on. the wall ‘at ‘the’ “San.| att istic © expression in. jeop-| 
‘Francisco Art ‘Festival ‘ yesterday: and there was quite *4 dy.” — 
& bit ‘of. ‘artistic Tumbling, about: “eensorship” and A ree “WORLD HE LIVES iN” a j 
‘dom of expression.” - ,. LPN at ded | \“T, myself, wouid not.have 
Maken. it down,” - said ‘Roseh- 


first. -of,all, a work of, art. 
a 


‘cupied, by. a ‘color lithograph 
“Richard. M...Nixon.. 3. 
The ‘10-by-14-inch’ cartoon: 


or Ora still | life or political strife! 


daubed .. paint ~.brush’ . anda) q “Some of the greatest, works 


bucket sin, sone . “hand. 


In the’ other -hand: was.a: pum| 


tet gach E pean pojiice sua rade i it clear that 

“ Fwhile J defend'th right Bey the” “Subject matter of this or 

. 4 [eek other - work. iii, the show 

: reflects only, the: ‘opinion of 
ié car 


to Nixon’s role in. the. ‘Alger. 
Hiss’. case-and . Wiikey i 


of the Festival stat % “ | 
He Art Festival is an ‘ “open: 
“sh Was ‘in that space, ‘is open 
to “any, artist td exhibit: any 


paintings ‘he wishes. ° . 

AT a Most. of the works were re- 
viewed by the Exhibition Com-!! 
le ‘am surprised,” said ithié mitt&e, composed of local art: 
erégtor-of the lithograph, Vice i experts, ‘but only to ‘see that] 


tor” ‘Armautoff, an - ‘assistant hey, met. such requirements as, 


. + if : sublic ” art festh 
- Thursday: afternoon; ‘foliow:: ae. (ever ooh ‘should riot ‘pe 
ne subject of a caricature. mi 
played.” ‘at’ An .art exhibit’ fit 
L"by all the: people. 
Harold Zellerbach, president} Al RTIST'S COMMENT ' 
of.the Art Commission; whi 


Joseph. P. -McMahon, assi 


ant special‘agent in charge: fe pFOTeSSor-oPart at Stanford: ‘proper training. : r 
the FBI here, told The- -Chyoni University and. a well-krown. f The lithograph - was not. seen. 
cle-“it was-none ‘of :our; inen|| artist. wT don’t’ see the. reason | ‘b tHe: committee . prior, to the. 

to.my, knowledges. I know, -6f ; shiow:, Chairman Charles Lind! 
no. reason: ‘why :-we: should im ‘Arnautoff said the work} ‘strom, “assistant curator of the, 


 PCERRCHED -....-INDEXED........ 


MWAKE"Stich “a-call.”” |, *\"-|'wasn’t_so_much. a caricature}M. H. de Young Museum, ex 
plained that art schools Pe 

other, art groups: were siniply 
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE designated. space at the Civi it 
San Francisco, Calif. | 
September 17, 1955 1 


(Airditorium and selected, ‘theiry 
own pictures. The son A 
} 


was part of the Graphic Arts 


Page 1 WOTKSnop’s éxhibit. pen 1 


Yeo 0. Ws A 


4 


SER rc sanscetennese 


SEP 1 9 1955 mae NOT RECORDED 
| Fara eranorsco__| 188 OC. 5° 1955 
or egies "i age 123 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


) Mr. 
f Mr. 
i Mr. 
é Mr. 


Sizoo__._ | 
Mr. Winterrowd.. | 
Tele, Room__.__. } 


Holloman 


ce ae ee 


SE ae 


- ARNAUTOFF TITLED IT “DICK .McSMEAR” 
“. Vnthe lithograph’s placé, there was,a,blank,gpac 
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Office Memb dndum - 


TO: , DIRECTOR, FBI (100-l;7675) 


noi gem FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


SUBJECT: VICTOR MICHAEL Geductorr, Was. 


AS.=C 
+ 00: San Francisco. 


Rerep SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER dated 6/26/55 re subject. anal) 147 


Pry It is requested that the following changes be made in ink on 


Z _ the Bureauts copies of rerep: 


Page 3, last paragraph; 


read: T-l on.7/11/55 stated the subject also advised the RAS 
Executive Board at the July 8, 1955, meeting that EFIM LASTOCHKIN 


made a silver_plate, etc... 
J 


Page 5, last paragraph 
etc. 


Page 7, 3rd paragraph: 


Page 11, 5th paragraph: “"The Stone Flower" etc. 


J LO Page 12, ‘Tth paragraph: 


writer on return from leave. 


in personnel folders of personnel responsible. 


ten The San Francisco copies and the INS copy have been changed as 
' above. 


! The above errors were observed when the report was read by the 


REGISTERED 
SFF:efw 
(3) 
CUES Beier cen Bolus 
HOBO Shodinrs Geog ianesnyr 2Eonutss GLS+ es 
Jeb SA OL CUP ae eh ae 4-73 HI 
“ ay ais \\ qT HH se we 


oN 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : 
pare 9/15/55 : 


/ 


and page , first paragraph should 


- San Francisco T=6, a former member , 
‘Second Secretary, etc. 


The San Francisco City Directory lists 
TIMOFEAGOOSEFF (Delete initial F.) 


Appropriate notations have been made 


_ - Associated Présé : 
This caricature, of. Vice Presi abnt Nixon’ “has. ‘been. removed, 
from:a, display at. the San: ‘F ancisco Art. Festival. In: one : : 
chand is'a bucket labeled.“‘smear” and a paint brush daubed ~~ , 4 
‘in. red, while’ "in: the other’ i is f, pumpkin, apparently a. ref. : i - yy ” / 

erence to the’ “pumpkin pap ? in the Hiss “ease.” cle, ot et ; 


ere 


2 


Ni ixon. Sketch : 
Taken From” | teaching “art, ab Sldiitera 7 re — 


A E hi bi versity,.had appeared. as Spoke 
| a man” for’ Bay--area’. “pedce} 
rt Xx I ition which met the touring! 
| Soviet- farm ‘delegation: hére.. 
i “SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 1%) After ‘his arrival from- Man-i 
(@—A lithograph depictirig * “ajchuria in 1925, .the- Examiner| 


jlikeness of Vice President, reported, Arnautoff ‘studied unt} 
ard M ANIXO 


rere = 


Lee FE 


der ‘the \ Mexican ~ Commiist! 
| ‘muralist, Diego Rivera. He as: 

‘Festival on grounds ‘hat itis! sisted Rivera an avowed 2 INDEXED- ag 
controversial: * |munist, in painting the ‘murals ae 
_ Harold Zéllerbach, president ‘in’ the’ ‘National Palace in. Mex: 
‘of the’ City Art Commission, |ic6 City and at the Palace of. 
-said. yesterday“he had ordered | Cortz in Cuernavaca. 

removal of the color lithograph| Zellerbach said: 
after receiving numerous com-|. “While. I.defend the right of 
‘plaints from private citizens. artists to, uninhibited self. ex- 
> |. The lithograph depicts a like-|Ptession,: the proper forum) 
i. [ness of Nixoh wearing an eye-| hardly appears to be 2 tivaler 
. ; mask. In oné hand was a buck-|¢ipally-sponsored art festival”, 
ma tét labeled “smear”. and a paint! ‘Festival director. ate Losen: | 
me ' Hprush daubed in red. In thethal,gidn’t agree. have 
a i other hand‘ was a‘pumpkin, ‘ap-|, , © myself, ,would not have) 
. parently’ a ‘reference: to . the| ‘ken. it down,” he: sai ai 
‘pumpkin papers”.of. the Alger) Way I feel is that’ the’ artist de- 
‘Hiss case, whith. “Nixon--as a/Tives his inspiration from: the | 


. ij ‘world he’ lives in—whether -it | 
to : {United ‘States Senator Hayesti-| | is a landscape or a’ still life or} 
. - , political strife. E 
. epee sgithosrapi Ras eed “Some of the greatest works; 
at $25. . of art known to “mankind have, 
at the time they were made, 
the epeature: was made By 5 ‘been provoked by . very bitter 
. | isco hits srwho, the. Exam- (political struggles.” 


: ‘inér said; had been- associated ' 
Ay ‘ , with left-wing gr oups ‘for years. } ; Aa 
. 1The Examiner listed the ‘Cali-} oy 
4 ifornia Labor School and the} 

o " "4 American~- Russian * Institute, { 
7 both identified by the United | 
i States -Attorriey General. as 


® 8 C4 4 1959 Communist subversive organi-| es _ 1322 an 
; : wzati as organizations ‘with} 
NW: 15 ocld: Op Lath Pa te if s associated. | .- 


t 
oe 


| 


7 


i The paper’ said Arnautoff, a oo aot 
Russian-born immigrant now 0 . a 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


, | ie, Belmont | 
‘ 1 Mir. Harbo————— | 
k Mr. Mohr. | 


ATRTEL | wir. Parsons—-—— 
‘s | Mr. Rosen——— | 
Transmit the“following Teletype message to: Mr. Tamm—— | 
a gi o___— | 
oo nae Wintegrowd- | 
: le. Ri om 4 
SAC, FRANCISCO (100-6359) . 9/30/55 ele, Root | 
Gandy_—— | 
CTOR, FBI (100-7675) (100-1;:18510) Miss Gandy. 
Qn ee \ | 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTCFF, was. — | 
is -¢ ney 
LYDIA VASILIEVNA ARNAUTOFF, was. ae / ; 
SM = ¢C 


ReBuairtel dated 9/ 28/55. 


INS files re subject and wife reflect on 9/30/55 that. INS has 
opened these files for investigation considering denaturalization 
‘proceedings; however, no investigation has been conducted by that service. 


SF will maintain close liaison with SF office of INS and will 
report any information developed by that agency regarding these subjects. 


. . ey ee , se tS 
UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN MOY Lf LA & on 


* ERDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION = # yellows Ont 
UN” ’) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICF” 3 orig and dupls 
we --------— s/t Mr. Young 
a : - | 1 Section Tickler™ 
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. syptember 28, 1058 ALBYES : . 


’ Transmit the following message to: en 
. BER 


MARCHOG (100-8058 510000264 ea) 


‘S&: Wieron sregasr rete soso 
LYDIA WASIEARNHA ARVAUTS 


é { 
Piles enerrning | 
s eur fate De S258, de ‘hey are. —— 1 
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Es ? few of the inugaile 
a a reflect ie “receipt & af any inforandion froa Jee 
SEE GE the etetuse of ony dencturelisatien proceedings 
contdantated oy thee against Brneutesf and ale wifes 


Pow ore ine¢ructed to taurdiataly centcet the Sen Fraactees 
ofPiee af i285 te dats Paine 1f they ara. etd? teutonpresin ag * denatured ape 
prooneding é agai and ate ees and he present otetue PO 


et when hei 
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Mr. Boardman .. 

~~ Mr, Belmont 

‘1 - Subversive Control 
Section(R..F. Sohutte)= 

a : “4 - Section Tickler © 

eye AGTORNET GFEERAL Getober 12 5 4958 
; l - Mr. Young 
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pt Roference to acdé to By fetter deted rican fl, 
7986, whioh conteined & aummery of our fides ¢ rat 

Vtetor Micheo! Arneutoff, @ San Prénetace mure 
gonsroveratel lithograpn © of Tier Br ratdent i 
renoved from the recent Gan Franctece Are PestGvel By the 
gan Franedoce City Are Conntse ton. 


For pour gnpormnoton $hte Burceu hae oonteoted 
the San Franctece office of the igrevion. and Naturalization 
servtee (res) to deternine the etogue of the denst Teeaston 
a preegedings which hod Serpyiee haa been contenpictiag agoines 
' apnonto ff and Ais wife, fydia. Mm yeply the San Franetecs 
| offices ‘of IOS hes stated “baat ¢ tity hase fecemtly opened 


7 files on Apnewtoff aad 238 wife for investigation 
gonatdering denaturali savten proceedings; however, fe 
gnueotigetion hee bean gonducted by thas Service te date. 


Shits nebeer will be foldowed gleeeiy by thie 


‘) — Bupees and you wild de advised of any future pertinent 
i deyelopignts. | ac 
~- i Ag / 
x 13 up Biliten PF. Rogers ; ay Y 
. 9 Beraky Attorney General 
; Oo 
Ss YS Agatbtane Attorney Generet 
Gf Vikgen fF, Pouphéne 
‘a < i wn 
| Briann” 
L ey 10) Cover memo Belmont to Boardnan, 10/14/55 
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TO : MR. L. V. BOARDMAN 


FROM =: - A. He panto ee ; K Parsons 
. Rosen 
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Office Memorandum +» osvrED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Tolson 
DATE: Sep tember 2s ode : 
153 OY mont { 


oe 


* Tamm _ - i 
Sizoo<— 


“24 ~—sCWinferrowd 
} ele, ROom : 
Al a : 


olloman 


Reference is made to my memorandum dated 9/20/55, ‘A 
(enclosed herewith) which contajns a summary of information ) AUT EAU 
files concerning Victor Micnael~Arnautoff, a San Francisco muraltes, mood 
controversial 1tithograph of Vice President Niron was ordered removed from \° 
the recent San Francisco Art Festival by the San Francisco City Art 
Commission. _ oo rs Y 

= og 


My referenced memorandum pointed out that Arndutoff is the sub-|\- 

ject of a current -Internal Security-C investigation which has determined M 
that he was an-active member of tne Communist rarty {cpr). in San Francisco; 
XC 


September, 1946; to: February, 141955; that he has been connected with 
numerous organizations which have been designated by. the Attorney Generaly\ 
and that the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) ts considering 
denaturaiization.proceedings against Arnautofy and his wife, Lydta” 
VasiLevana Arnautoff; who, as of February, 14955, was still a member of 
the CP in San Francisco. The Director asked, "How Long has INS/been 
considering: titel. © - . - . 


Let . 


concerning Arnautoff's wife, Lydia. Pursuant to these requests, the Bure 
has continued to ‘furnish INS with pertinent reports in our investigation 
of Arnautosf and his wife. A review of thei» investigations fatis to | 
refiect the receipt of any information from INS relative to the status of 
[ore denaturaiLtzation proceedings contemplated by them against Arnautoff 


once Gery°HLED IN 


and his wifes, + 


In view oj the above, Bureau Liaison on 9/23/55 contacted 
Shelley Bowlés, Office oy Assistant Commissioner, Investigations Division, | 
INS, Washington, De Ce, who advised that,there was no record at. INS 
Headquarters of any denaturaLization proceedings initiated by their 
foo tA pe tip gs _  § PR 
Englosure = =! +) Was CN yo | ot be | 
Zs rir fay Lo a » : ° 4 . a ‘ 
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Menorandum Jor Mr. Boardman 


| |} San Francisco Office against Arnautoff or his wifes. Bowles added that 

apparently this matter its still under investigation or consideration by 
thetr San Francisco Office which would have to be contacted in order to 
determine the status of any contemplated denaturalization proceedings 


against Arnautoff or his wife. 
ACTION: 


‘1. WNones. For your information. 


2. If the Director desires, the San Francisco Division will be 
requested to contact-the local office of INS to determine if they are still 
/ Jeontemplating denaturalization proceedings against Arnautoff and his wife - | 
, | and the status of any action being taken by them in this matter. 
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:  Editor-A Color: ‘lithograph exe- 
‘cuted. by. me: was: duly acteptéd. by. ° 


summarily removed the first day of 
the exhibit by the order. of Mr. Zel-’ 


-the ‘San: ‘Francisco: Art Festival and ~ 


lerbach, president of the Art Com- . 


mission, 
As readers. of, The Chronicle well 


-know from that newspaper’s accur-’ | 


ate and complete coverage of these ~, 
events, this action was subsequently 


-condemned -by numerous leading 


people'as arbitrary censorship. The- 


Vice President of. the ‘United: States: 
‘also in his wire to the Art Commis- 
sion reaffirmed ‘the basic right of: the. 
artist to comment on. the American 
political scene. -° : 


The September 21 i Chronicle edi- 


' torial stated:that the removal:of the’ 
lithograph™ arid’ subsequent : “events Ay 


had proven that “‘suppression and. 


censorship have defeated their own .. 


purpose. 


titled, *‘Nixon- Arnautoff Case’ to: 
Have Mahy Echoes,” Mr. 
stein wrote: 


Franken: © 


“In reaffirming: the artist's ‘right 


to criticize public officials, Nixon has 
reaffirmed a basic-American prin- 


underlined: at the-same.time,-: one 


. ciple which one jis very happy to see | 


cannot -refrain:from observing that in ° 


“his +magnificent statement on this ~ 
the Vice President has” 
opened as pretty a. Pandora's box: as ! 
“ever came ‘out of ‘Washington ...:. 


matter... 


_ . “ht iscan invitation to all left:. 
wingers in the Bay Region to swamp 
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) their 
. their’professian. iT deny, to’an etsy 
-.thezright: to: contribute: through, his# 
‘medium to. Social ’ improvement by. 


a 160 Page 132 


| whole reflects an unhealthy attitude 
on-the. part of many art critics to- 
iday | who contend. that. artists. seu 


> 


‘at_all._t. 


he Phe ‘Dick McSmear’ Controversy: Arnaut off’ ‘>View 


TT - 


“the next Art Festival with: their prop-" 
‘aganda, and it is difficult to imagine - | 


their not taking advantage’. off ite 
This ‘statement of Mr.’ -Franken- 


_ stein. ‘has prompted me to reread Mr. 


Nixon's statement, and ‘| find Mr. 
Nixon has. simply expressed | chimself 
in favor’ of upholding the. Bill .of 
Rights for artists ‘as. well as for ordi- 


‘nary: citizens+<a position which his: 
oath to: support, the- Constitution’. 


pledges him to take. | . 
‘On the: other hand, Mr. “Eranken. 


_ stein expresses the view.- that “the 
_ First Amendment is-a good thing in: ; 
~ general,’ but not for artists atthe Art.’ 


‘Festival, because, according to him, 


“if the” ‘city allows artists’ their rights ~’ 


under the Constitution,’ it will open 
‘the door to all sorts ‘of- evils.” 


This is.- indeed a strange position 


-for an art critic of national reputation 2 


who speaks,as a friend of ‘artists and- 


enstein “proposes a sort of. ‘second: 
class, citizenship for, artists. : sy 
“Apparently he..considers aitists! ay 


: group. of rather childlike people who. 


function best in an atmosphere of ; 
strict control: Also hé does ,not hesi=~ 
tate ‘to use the method so oftén used : 
by. McCarthy and others of. labeling. 

“left-wingers”’ ‘artists: who- in the: 


ffature may dare to comment -pic-}:" 


torially on the events of our social * 
‘lifé or political scene... : 
“An. American artist, 


such, not ‘only has’ the right, but a 


“duty to. eric peo his « Or. her share. to. 


views “touBh Sth 


pointing out the mistakes or mis 


* deeds-of public officials is a way to as 


destroy democracy. 
Mr. “Frankenstein’s position as a, 


not! concern themselves wi 
| feel that this attitude takes 


yee 


‘a friend of art. In effect, Mr, Frank- 
~ In view of this itv was particularly ~ : 
disturbing . to read Alfred Franken-_ 
_stein’s column on’.September 23-en-i ; 


iy 


: , away from the artist his basi 
-tion,-;which is. to help people Pes 
ality’i in-its true light and enab?. va 

*t0:face it without, fear, Th, - 

|. artists of the past were true! 

t 

j 

+ 


tradition, and:the artists of to! 
be true to it without losing th 

' ‘ativeness. 

 . The’ artists’ work: ‘becdmed 
ae ‘without contact: with large 
and: Varieties of people (not 
“with: art critics..and museums 
“San - Francisco: Art Festival, | 
-shOWS: artists at iall stages of; 
pment to.a large number. of | 
vao-have never been.enticed’i ir 
cold: -atmosphere: of museums 


| Mery: healthy development in obec... 
'scientist: : 
worker, musician, housewife or'palic 
.tician, firstiof all is a.citizen, and. as |: 


and, ‘contrary..to”: >Mr. Frankenstein’s 
opinions, should. be cherished by both 
i artists and the people in general. 


and,integrity of American artists and 
_of the American people, who are the 
"artist's best, critical and most de- 
manding-audience. @).. * 


_Colma. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. 


see The Lively Arts column on the 
+ Panorarna Page.—Editor, 


YF 47072, ye Lv 
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“-Let.us have faith in the ability” 


“For Alfred Frankenstein's” “Féply;- 


My. Parsons uu. 
. Rosen 


. famm__—__ 


N: the: “page opposite we” sued months eairliet and tac: 


wen ‘ letter from Vic: munity. It carinot justly be 
, OL gr nauton, on Which I . criticized as arbitrary, what- 
should like. to comment ‘ever else may be Said 
briefly here.., about it, . ' 

Like“ others who have \, The: effect of the “Art | 
jwritten, us in -connection _Commission’s ‘policy may | 


with this matter, Arnautoft well be to declare the art + 
: overlooks the fact that, last _ ist ‘a sécond-class citizen and | 
‘February the Art Commis: -: Subject him to thought con-— 
‘sion adopted a statement of: ; ro tthe same time, one 


: ' policy on its annual Art Fes- © 
tival ‘in - which.“ politically: |} 
.inflamniatory’ submissions’ 
were disqualified in . ad- | 
vance. If this policy was ill-: 
advised, it should have been 
protested at. the time it was ” 
published in the newspa-. |’: 
pers, but not one of those |: “Dick McSmears”. that’ are 
who are now vociferous in °! 
, condemning ‘the ouster of-. 
Arnautoff’s lithograph then 
had a word to say. Once this’ 
condition for. acceptance «| - 
Was | promulgated, Zeller- — 
bach had no choice but to. 
istand by it. His action may |, 
: ‘perhaps be condemned as. 
censorship, but it was taken } 
in response to frankly stat-~' 
|) (e°FOIes “ind ‘conditions. is- a) 


mission is uneasy at. the 
prospect of exhibiting polit- 


“the ‘result.could ‘easily “be 


time getting it: restored. 


itly accepted, by the com-.-! 


does not need to be a mind ° 
' reader to see ‘why the com: ° 


» offered, and the - City Hall 
“comes: down. “with ‘apoplexy; 


This‘ is.an explanation rath- | 
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~ Artists Can Do. Better 
Thon qa ‘Dick. McSmear’ 


Alfred Frankenstein 


“| “er than a han a defense. : 


‘en for identifying his own 
.- definition _of* reality with | 


“ically: inflammatory mate: . 
_vial under. its ‘auspices.. The. 
limitation is:aimed primari- 
ly at protecting:the Art Fes-. 
tival budget: Hang all. the . 


the suppression of any and | 
| ‘all forms of municipal spon: : 
sorship for the: visual arts. 

The Art Festival. appropria- 
» tion was killed several years ° 
ago: on a much less explo- ‘. 
sive: issue, arid the commis- : 
sion had the - devil’s. own - 


- School, the Presidio Chapel | 


an 


' 


- Arnautoft may be torgiv- 


the whole. ; Any. ‘artist who 


a admits: that there are many | 


kinds of reality. and many. | 
approaches to it is: probably | 
- not''a very good artist; he 
must have immense convic- 
tions about what he is do- | 
ing .or ‘he will never ‘con: ; 
vince anyone else. What . 

bothers me about “Dick Mec- | 

Smear” is its suggestion that | 

one: of the best mural paint- 
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nothing better to do. 

In the heroic days of Fed-’ 
eral, patronage, ‘Victor. Ar- 
nautoff. created some of the ”! 
finest works. of art to be. . 
seen-in the public buildings. 
of San Francisco; his distin- - 
guished achievements at 
George ' Washington High - 


(ets in the United ited States has | 


diately: to mind. It is this 
kind of thing, with its very’ 
direct . rélationship .to “the | 
broad : public, -that 1, have :. A. 
_ continuously harped on-as 
‘the’. alternative . the- 
ephemeral-Art Festival and 


‘and Coit Tower. come imme- 4 


_ not, as. Arnautoff . implies, 7 


exhibi 


under museuni 
conditions. ° . 


ae. F/6 2S-f 


NOT REG@ABED 
138.00, 141955 


toffs. of this town return, 


“under municipal patronage, 

“to projects worthy of their — 
‘skills, for their own bene- 

fit. and the benefit of the | 
But | 
this will never happen so | 
‘Jong as the politicians ° value — 


T want to see the-Ammau- : 
| 
| 
{ 


community at. Jarge. 


hoopla and attendance fig- 


‘ures over constructive po- . 
tentialities,:and so long as 
certain artists continue to | 
insist, pewilderingly, that it | 


is more important to exhibit 
one little “Dick McSmear” 


for four days than to place | 


a major work where it can 
deliver its ideas ‘ tnot for 
_ ple for decades if not for 
generations. ; — 
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Office Memorandum UNITED STATES’ GOVERNMENT 
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; . Tolson 
TO : UR, Le Ve sara Ps a DATE: October ll, Nichola _ 
1955 Belmont 
~ : Pe f ; gr Age Harbo 
FROM : : ; a th) mo . : ; Pere ons 
eS, : : - ¢ ; Rosen 
} (O" | oe Sizee - 
foson VICTOR ARNAUTOFF (4 Tele, Room an 
pi) fs. og Holloman 
Reference is made to my previous memoranda reflecting Gandy ; 


that Bufiles have been reviewed concerning Victor Michael Arnautoff, a 

San Francisco muralist, whose controversial lithograph of Vice Presiden 
Nizon was ordered removed from the recent San Francisco Art Festival by 
the San Francisco City Art Commission. 


My previous memoranda pointed out that Arnautoff and his wife, * 
Lydia, are the subjects of current Bureau security investigations, and aré 
[arptce op being considered for denaturalization by the San Francisco 


G we 


Office of: the. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). Our Jiles do ~ 
not reflect. the receipt of any information from INS concerning the statusi,, 
of any denaturalization: proceedings contemplated by them against Arnautose 
and his WETE » : 


™ bite? : Summaries Of Bufiles re | Arnautoff 1 was furnished to S 
ur. Robert L. ‘King, Adninistrative Assistant to Vice President Nixon on 
9/19/55 pursuant to Mr. Nizon's request. Summary was furnished to Attorney 
General, Deputy Attorney General Rogers, and Assistant Attorney General L 
Tomphina, on 9/21/55. . 


fl Pursuant to the Director's instructions the Bureau by airtel 
9/28/55‘requested our San Francisco Diviston to contact San Francisco 
Office of INS-to determine the status of any denaturalization proceedings. 
contemplated - by then against Arnautoff and his wife. In reply}, the San § 
Francisco Division stated that the San Francisco office of INS: hasfopened 
je files on Arnautoff and his. wife for investigation considéring.- oe 


FILED IN 


ED 


denaturalization proceedings; however, no investigation has been Sinductéx 

by that Service to- date. The San Francisco Division will report any - 

information developed by that’ Agency regarding Arnautoff and. hi, Ft 
ts, req a aa mf” B 

In view of the. fact: that information was previously furiitshed 
to them in this matter, “there are enclosed lettenss'to Mr. Robert L. King 
fand to ‘the Attorney General; with copies ‘Por Deputy Attorney General 
Rogers. and Assistant Attorney General Tompkins - advising them of the status 
of the denaturalization proceedings being: ‘taken by San yf, f 


INS against Arnautoff and his wife. 
Byprosuregtan eB ~P rl 50" 9, L208 = A 


1 “47675 ° a a wet ; au) C > 29 on 1 1955 ‘7 
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l - Subversive Control Section Been £Q0 se 
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ACTION: - 


(1) None. ‘For -your information. 


pep yak rie 


(2) If the Director desires, the enclosed letter will 
be sent to Mr. Robert L. King and to the Attorney General, with copies _ 
to Deputy Attorney General Rogers and Assistant Attorney General an 
Tompkins. _ 


(3) This matter will be closely followed by the Subversive 
Control Section and you will be advised of any future pertinent 
developments.: . | 
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Office emorandum + ONITED STATES GOVERNMENT - ~ 
| j a ‘  Tolson : 24 
TO : MR. Le V. BOARDMAN ae DATE: October 7, Boardman 
, rn 1955 Belmont 
- v oe 
FROM ? MR 7 A « Ay BELMONT £ ; Parsons 
C4 Oo _ Sizoo ——___ 
Osa: VICTOR ARNAUTOFF Tele. Room 
, t : - Holloman : 
Reference is made to my previous memoranda refleating Gandy 
that Bufiles have been reviewed concerning Victor Michael Arnautoff, 


| 


a San Francisco muralist, whose controversial lithograph of Vice 
President Nixon was ordered removed from the recent San Francisco Art 
Festival by the San Francisco City Art Commission. 4 


My previous memoranda pointed out that Arnautoff and his 
wife, Lydia, are the subjects of current Bureau security investigations, « 
and are presently being considered for denaturalization by the San 
Francisco Office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (rvs). 


Our files do not reflect the receipt of any information from INS + 
concerning the status of any denaturalization proceedings contemplated \ 
by them against Arnautoff and his wife. . oa 
a8 
Pursuant to the Director's instructions the Bureau. by airtel 


office of INS to determine the status of any denaturalization proceedings 


been conducted by that Service to date. The San Francisco Division 
will maintain close liaison with the San Franetsco Office of INS and \ 

will report any information developed by that agency regarding — ‘7 
Arnautoff and his wife. bf 


ACTION: Se 
(1) None.. For your information. 


(2) This matter will be followed ‘closely by the Subversive | = 
Control Section and you will be advised of any future pertinent . 
| (56 K 
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Mr. Boardman 

Mr. Belmont 

“Subverstve Con-. 

Me trol Section 
(R.E. Schultz) 

1 Section tickler 
1 - Mr. Young 


tye October 12, 1955 


Ba be bo Ba be 


. Honorcble Robert 1. ging 
Assistant to the VFiee President 

Office of the. Vice President 
Senate Office Building 

_ Washington, . Dd. ¢. 


By dear we Kings 


Reference ie made to. the conversation which 
you hod on September 19, 1955, with inspector DeLoach of 
this Bureau at which time you were furnished, pursuant 
to Ur. Nizon's request, o,-bries gunnery of our files 
concerning Vietor Hichas1Arnautoff, @ Son Franciseo. 
nurelist, whose controversial lithograph of the Vice ; 
President wes ordered removed from the recent San Franetesce 
Art Festival by the San Fraacises City Art Gonnt sat on. 


_ for your infornati on this Bureau hes contacted 
the San Francisco Office of the Innigratton and Neturali zation 
Service (188) to determine the status of the déeneturalizati on 
proceedings which thet Service has been contemplating against - 
Apneutoff and his wife, Lydia. In reply the San Frar 
Office of TiS has stated thet wit; thas recently opened. _— 
tse files on Arnautoff and his wife for investigation 
considering denaturalization proteedingss however; no =~ — 
Anvestigation kes been ‘wonducked by that. Service to. date. 


i You will be advised of any futere pertinent 
deve opments in this notter. 


Biv 4 Fh 


Tolson ___ 


h ASG 
Sincerely yours, ¥ _—- 
Do, Edgar’ Hoover. Ss" 7 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD-72" | 
(8-9-54) 


FORM No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


y TITLE 


SAN FsANC ISCO 


Be 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
MADE 


SAN FRANCISCO OCT/2 1 1955 - 30310/3 5410/55 STANLEY F. FEWSTER bit 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


VICTOR MICHARL ARNAUTOFF, Was, | | INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: y 


Sr ON. §> 


| /ee 
Ze 


SSO fe “1b, 


Subject is member of "Branch Blevenit GP and attended neetings in 8/55 & 9/55. 
President RaS, Inc., and attended 6 RaS meetings in 8/55 & 9/55. Welcomed 
visiting Soviet Farm Experts who arrived SF. airport 8/16/55. Attended activities 
of CLS, 5/55 and 6/55, and listed as instructor CLS in 1955 for fall classes 


Attended memorial 7/17/55 sponsored by NCPC, TIMAPEY ANDREYEVICH Raz ZVALIAEFF 


and TIMOFEY NIKAILOVICH GOOSEV interviewed and each acknowledged visiting 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF in 6/55 re translations for iiolokan Church of Calif. magazine. 


Subject-—Listed in "Daily Worker" articles of 1/3/49, 12/10/52 and 10/20/5h. 
bvbet 


acency _ RAF & ____— 


Cea“ 2 P= Q. RECD 
| 7Y Ee noma Site ‘FoRW. bn f= bb ae 


DETAILS: AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA HOW FORW. _¢<-— 


BY vy, 
» & The october, 1955, Street Address Telephone Directory lists VICTOR M.. 


os Ae 
Ca oe 
a 


oe 


ARNAUTOFF as residing at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, and has Way 
teleprone number Plaza 5-072. 


. REC! EGE 
ot Se) Aye COMMUNIST PARTY, USE ene Be 


acency/Co Qin... re 


ae a a 
The Communist Farty (CP), USA, has been designated zo the san ly 


clone of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


San Francisco T-1, who has furnished reliable information in the past; 


reported that the subject continues to be a member of “Branch Eleven" of the 


CP of San Francisco and attended four such meet ings during the months of 
' August and September, 19556 


APPROVED AND 


\ SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: A)nAA IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


BO STA BQ 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT foe - iy) ALD=5 
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ureau (100-7675) (Reg. ) 
- INS, SF (C-4.331663) (Reg.) 12 OCT 26 1955 
- San Francisco (100-6359) 


Lcupianenesain 2a} ; 


R re re is € loaned to you by the FBI, and neiths it nor ltd contents are to be distributed 
outside of agency to which loaned. VU 


5 i] NOV A { a — U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE — 16—00697-3 


m)\. 


SF 100-6359 
SFF/b1f 


RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC. (RAS) 


The Russian American Society, Inc., has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-l on June 7, 1955, reported that VICTOR M. ARNAUTOFF was the 
1955 President of the RAS, Inc. 


sf T~l has reported that the subject attended .six. meetings of the 
RAS, Inc. during the month of August and September, 1955, three of which were 
meetings of. the Executive Board. 


SF T-l on August 25, 1955, advised that the Soviet Farm Delegation 
that was visiting the United States was due to arrive in San Francisco on 
August 16, 1955, and that their arrival was discussed at the RaS Executive’ 
Board meeting of August 5, 1955. Si T-l advised that the American Russian 
Institute of San Francisco planned to greet the delegation on arrival at the 
airport, and the American Russian Institute invited the RAS, Inc. to participate. 
SF T-1 stated that the Board decided to urge all RAS participants and friends 
to greet the delegates upon arrival and that the delegation would be presented 
with Bread and Salt, a very old Russian custom of welcoming important persons. 


sa 


The American Russian Institute has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


The San Francisco Examiner of August 17, 1955, Page 10, carried an 

article captioned "Soviet Farm Experts Land At Airport Here", which article 

. reflects that the touring Russian Farm Experts arrived at the San Francisco 

\Z International Airport on August 16, 1955; the delegates' chief being listed 

WA as VIADIMIR VLAD IMIROVICE) MaTS KEV ICH. The article reflects that approximately 

100 people greeted the Russians at the airport and, according to HOLLAND ROBERTS 
of Palo Alto, California, the group represented various peace enoUpe and the 
San Francisco Russian American Society.’ 


SF T-1 on August 25, 1955, advised that a number of people, including 
the subject, welcomed the Soviet Farm Delegation on their arrival at the San 
Francisco International Airport on August 16, 1955. The welcoming committee 
was sponsored jointly by the ARI of San Francisco and the RAS. 


' SF T-1 on August 25, 1955, advised that subject, at the August 19, 


1955 RAS Executive Board meeting, announced that the RAS would celebrate the 
October Revolution on November 7, 1955, together with the California Labor 


NW: 15047 Doct reo tats, ie pial the speaker and the entertainment and the rAS. 
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Kr. R. B. KOEBER, Resident Manager, Chamber of Commerce, 333 Pine 
Street, on September 20, 1955, made available to SA HENRY D. GRUSH a copy of 
the Foreign Relations Organizational List, Research Department, San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce, which was compiled Octover 24, 1954. Page k of the above 
reflects that the "Russian American Society @inc. is located at 321 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco 17," and that "VICTOR “ARNAUTOFE.». 1007 Washington Street, 
Colma 25, California" is the President 


Mr. KOEBER advised that a postcard dated March 29, 1955, returned 
hy the RAS, Inc. to the Chamber of Commerce, reflected that VICTOR ARNAUTOFY, 
1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, telephone Plaza 5-0472, was the 
President of the RAS, Inc. 


CALIFORNIA LABOR SCHOGL (CIS) 


The California Labor School has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Urder 10150. 


San Francisco T-2, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on June 10, 1955, advised that the subject had attended a Women's Art 
Show held May 22, 1955, at the California Labor School in San Francisco. 


San Francisco T-3, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on June 23, 1955, that subject, on June 17, 1955, attended the 
"Fiesta for Jenny", which was held for the benefit of the CLS and’ which was 
primarily social in nature. An admission fee of $1 was charged. 


San Francisco T-, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on September 7, 1955, furnished a copy of the CLS 1955 fall schedule of 
classes and events which lists VICTOR ARNAUTGFF as an instructor in the Fainting 
Workshop, which is to be held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon from September 2h to 
November 26 (1955). The schedule reflects that there will be ten morning 
Sessions and the cost of the series was listed as $5 or 75 cents for a single 
lesson. Instruction of the above courses is listed as "Critical evaluation 
with intention to help artists in problems of composition, color drawing, 
Subject matter and technique of painting." 


The 1955 fall schedule also reflects that a Special program was chosen 
in consultation with VICTOR ARNAUTOFF to mark the opening of the Graphic Arts 
Workshop "Calendar Show", scheduled for November 18, 1955, at 6 pom 

The "Daily People's World" of September 1h, 1955, page 7, column 1, 
contains an article captioned “"ARNAUTOFF To Lead Fainting Workshop", which 
reflects that a painting workshop, taught by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, would be held 


: , at, th LA ro Street in ten Saturday sessions from 10 a.m. to 
NW: 15047 Dg s GO PRE TARTS | 2, 1955. “ 
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The above article also reflects that a one-man show of ARNAUTOFF's 
work, featuring working men and women in industry and agriculture had been 
held at the CLS in 195). 


The Fourth Report, Un-American Activities in California, 1946, Page 47, 
reflects that “among typical examples of the Communist press and publications... 
The 'Daily Feople's world'." - 


COMMITTEE FOR ... PROTECTION OF FCRSIGN BORN 


The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. . 


SF T-1 on August 25, 1955, advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFE, in the RaS 
Executive Board meeting of August 5, 1955, read a letter from the Committee for 
' Protection of Foreign Born requesting that letters be sent to the President 
of the United States asking him to remove the Immigration Service from the 
Justice Department and set it up as a separate department. 


SF T-1 on August 25, 1955, advised that VICTOR ARNAUTCFF at the 
August 19, 1955 RAS Executive Board meeting, read a letter from the Committee 
for . Protection of Foreign Born requesting donations to assist them in 
fighting the Justice Department. It was decided to contribute $10. 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PEACE COUNCIL 


San Francisco T-5, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on August 25, 1955, furnished a copy of the "Peace News, dated August, 
1955, the Bulletin of the Northern California Peace Council, 704 Market 
Street, Room.501, San Francisco 2", On Page 3, under the caption "Distinguished 
Portrait Supports Peace Fight" reflects that "a portrait of WILLIAM K&RNER by . 
VICTOR ARNAUTCFF is being offered by the Peace Council, at $2 per copy. The 
funds are used to support the peace work to which WILLIAM KERNER dedicated 
his whole life," ; 


The above bulletin reflects that WILLIAN KERNER was the Director 
of the Peace Council until a prolonged iilness led to his death in February 


(1955). 


; SF T~3 on August 1, 1955, advised that subject attended a Memorial 
for WILLIAM KERNER on July 17, 1955, near Sebastopol, California, sponsored by 
the Northern California Peace Council, and also advised that a portrait of 
WILLIAM KERNER by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was advertised for sale at $2 a copy. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 7000Q@LQ0srageibdd T-6, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on 4ugust 3, 1955, confirmed that subject attended a memorial on July 17, 
1955, near Sebastopol, California. 
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San Francisco T-7, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on July 25, 1952, that the Northern California reace Council has 
as its primary objective, the agitation of all "peace proposals" set forth by 
the CP and that the Northern California Peace Council was to serve as a clearing- 
house for peace activities in the San Francisco Bay area and the eight Northern 
California counties. ~ 


MISCELLANSOUS 


Special agents of the FBI observed a man enter subject's res idence 

at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, at 7:17 p.m., June 241955, 
having driven to this address in an automobile registered to TINOFEYAGOOSEFF . 
as ee 


Special Agents of the FBI observed two unidentified men enter subject's 
residence at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, at 9:37 p.m., June 7, 1955, and 
observedthem to leave this address at 9:52 p.m. the same evening. The two 
individuals arrived in an automobile registered to TIMAFE VALIAEFF , 09h ae 
DeHaro Street.,.San-Francisco, and en route to this address, visited a dwelling 
between 1350 and 1362-6) Vermont Street, San Francisco. 

Mr. FTIMAPEY ANDREYEVICES ZVALIAEFF, 109) DeHaro Street, advised 
SA STANLEY F. FENSTER on September 30, 1955, that he was born May 5, 1919 in 
Tiflis , Russia; arrived in the United States at San Francisco on February 1, 
1945 from Tran where he was employed as a.farmer; is married, his wife's name 
being STENYES A2VALIAEFF, and received United States citizenship in the United 
States District Court; San Francisco, on January 17, 1955. He advised that he 
has three children; is employed at the Dependable Furniture Manufacturing 
Company, 45 Willians Avenue, San Francisco, and is a minister in the Molokan ~ 
Church, 81 Carolina Street, San Francisco. 


‘i, RAZVALIAEF¥ advised that in conjunction with’ publishing the 
magazine “Herald of Spiritual Christians Molokany published once a year by 'The 
Holy Christian Steadfast Molokan Church of California, 641 Carolina Street, San 
Francisco 7, California", he contacted the Russian newspapers of San Francisco 
regarding printing and translating material. for the above magazine from the 
Russian language to English. As the newspapers were unable to handle this 
matter, the Russky Kustar Russian Craftsman Bookstore, 1200 Divisadero Street, 
San Francisco, was contacted, where one GEORG BRATOFF recommended LYDIA 
\ azwauroRr, .1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, as a translator. 
] 
Mr. RAZVALIAEFF advised that he met LYDIA ARNAUTOFF in 195k, 
and saw her on two or three occasions during the latter part of 195), and saw 
her on two\occasions in 1955, the last being about June, 1955, when accompanied . 
__ by TIMOFEWIGCOSEV. He advised that all contacts with LYDIA ARNAUTOFF were in 
yp conju with translations for the Molokan magazine, and that after. they 
NW: 15047 Dowith ine Ortagéalt42ns from her in June, 1955, they drove to the home of 
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He stated that he leit the translation material with LZONTISFF and 
also advised that LZONTIEFF is a member of the San Francisco Molokan Church 
Board and that his two sons assisted in compiling the church magazine. ‘Me 
stated that he met VICTOR ARNAUTOFF when visiting LYDIA, but that their 
conversations were very limited. " 


Mr, RAZ VAILIAEFF advised that he was unable to furnish any information 
regarding either VICTOR or LYDIA ARNaUTOPY and stated that LYDIA charged 50 
cents per page for her translation work. 

The San Francisco Street Telephone Directory for October, 1955, 
reflects that MIKE LUCNTIEFF resides at 136 Vermont Street. 


The San Francisco indices contain no derogatory information regard ing 
MIKHAIL LSONTIEFF or MIKE LEONTIEFF. : 


Mr. TIMOFEY MIKATLOVICHIHOOSEV, 33 Texas Street advised SA STANLSY 
F, FEWSTER on October 4, 1955, that he was born August 6, 1923 in Akalkalak, 
—Russia;. arrived in the United States at New YOR City; New-Yorks~inMarchy~19)95~" 

from_iran where he had operated a farm. 


Mr. GOOSEV furnished identical information as that furnished by 
Mr. TIMAFEY ANDREYEVICH RAZVALIAEFF and advised that he last saw LYDTA 
ARNAUTOFF in June, 1955, having visited her on two occasions in June, and that. 
on the last occasion, had been accompanied by TIMAFEY RAZVALIAEFF. Mr. GOOSEV 
advised that he was unable to furnish any information regarding the subject or 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF. ; 


SA HENRY D. GRUSH on September 15, 1955, attended the 1955 San Francisco 
Art Festival at the San Francisco Civic Auditorium and observed that the exhibit 
of the Graphic Arts Workshop contained, among other pictures, a lithograph 
caricature likeness of Vice President RICHARD NIXON by VICTOR M. ARNAUTOFF. 


The San Francisco News (Newspaper) of September 20, 1955, page 3, 
colum 3, carried an article entitled " 'Dix McSmear! is Upheld by NIXon", 
This article reflects: , 


. "The right. of an artist to satirize or critize a public 
official was upheld by Vice President Nixon last night as 
an aftermath of the San Francisco Art Commission's banning 
a lithograph caricature of Nixon from its festival, 


"The lithograph, by Stanford art professor Victor 
Arnautoff, showing Nixon, black-masked and carrying a 
pumpkin and a bucket of red paint, and titled "Dix 
NW: 15047 Docld: 700001 60diage Ji4gas ordered removed from the festival by 


Harold Zellerbach, commission president. 
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“Nixon detailed his views on caricaturing in a telegram 
last night to Zellerbach. 


FULL RePORT 


"He said he had just received a full report of the 
controversy over the Arnautoff lithograph and that although 
he does not favor using an exposition sponsored by all the 
people to display partisan political cartoons, he defended 
the right of individuals to criticize public officials. 


" ‘hr. Arnautoff's standing as an artist is attested 
by the fact that he is on the staff of one of America's 
great universities and because of the position he holds, 
his views on any subject have particular significance. 


ARTIST HAD RIGHT 


4 _ “ While it is probable that a majority of Americans 
believe that the investigations which led to the conviction .. 
of Alger Hiss were properly conducted and beneficial to the 
nation, Mr. Arnautoff has the right to express a contrary 
Opinion and the people should not be denied a full oppor- 
tunity to hear or see his expression of that opinion.' 


"Zellerback's order banning the ‘Lithograph had been 
criticized by a group of artists as censorship. 


_ "Meanwhile, the Young Democrats of Wisconsin have 
offered to buy the picture... 


"(Artist Arnautoff's states his own views on the 
'Dix McSmear! controversy in the lead letter of Pulse of 
the Public in column 1 of the editorial page, page 13, 
today) ." 


The San Francisco News (Newspaper) of September 20, 1955, page 13, 
column 1, under the caption "Pulse of the Public", “Censorship in Art Festival", 
contained the following article: a 


"On September 15th, 1955 my color lithograph "DIX MC SiZaR! 
was taken down from the exhibition section of the Art Festival 
by order of the President of the Art Commission, Harold Zellerbach. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000 1 604P age adtist-citizen and resident of San Francisco Bay 
Area I consider that this action establishes a dangerous 
precedent. It gives power to one individual to censor the 
expression of public opinions at a public place, which belongs 
to the people of all political opinions . 
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"Civic Center is the place where different opinions may 
be presented. The people have the right to accept or to 
reject a particular point of view. 


"In my case, not only I, as an artist-citizen, am 
deprived of the right to make a statement, but the people of 
San francisco are deprived of their right to evaluate my 
statement. 


- "If Iam deprived of the right to state a viewpoint 
in pictorial form, it means that all other artists will be 
deprived of the same right tomorrow. 


"As an American artist I protest the removal of my 
lithograph as an infringement on my freedom of expression 
and demand that it be returned to its place for the duration 
of the Art Festival -- VICTOR i. ARNAUTOFF." 


The San Francisco Chronicle (Newspaper) of September 21, 1955, page 28, 
column 3, carried an article entitled "Zellerbach Insists His Action Right", 
which article reflects: 


“Harold L. Zellerbach, Art Commission president, who 
removed a caricature of Vice President Richard Nixon from the 
Art Pestival walls last week, insisted yesterday the public 
exhibit was an ‘inappropriate forum! for display of the 
Lithograph. 


"Nixon had telegraphed Zellerbach Monday saying the 
artist, Victor M. Arnautoff, had a right to display the 
satiric caricature because he possessed 'the right of 
individuals to criticize public officials.! 


"In a telegram to Nixon yesterday, Zellerbach said: 
" 'Since San Francisco art Festival is a civic project 
financed entirely by tax funds collected from all the people, 


those funds should not be used to exploit partisan political 
viewpoint, regardless of individual or party involved. 


" 'Consequently San Francisco Art Festival was inappropriate 
forum for display of Arnautoff lithograph.! " 


oO Pasoa ericies appeared in the following newspapers regarding the 
NW: 15047 Daten zoage Sates 4 ARNAUTOFF that appeared in the San Francisco art 
Festival of 1955: 
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“Daily Palo Alto Times", page 2, columns 1 and 2, 
issue of September 19, 1955, entitled 
"Removal Of Nixon Caricature Protested 
By Some Artists" 


“Daily Palo Alto Times't, page 6, column 1, 
of September 20, 1955, entitled, 
"Editorials, Ouster More Harmful Than 
The Picture." 


"San Francisco Chronicle" (Newspaper), - 
page 21, editorial pase, September él, 
1955, entitled "Censorship Gave Nixon 
Critic Wider Audience." 


"San Francisco Chronicle" (Newspaper), 
“page 19, column 1, September 23, 1955, 
entitled "The Lively Arts Nixon- — 
Arnautoff Case. .To Have Many Echoes ," 
by ALFRED FRANKENSTEIN, 


"San Francisco News" (Newspaper), editorial 
page, column 1 of July 26, 1955, letter 
for Pulse of the Public. ; , 


"San Francisco Examiner" (Newspaper), page 
ij, column 5, editorial page, September 


2h, 1955. 


“Daily People's World" (Newspaper), 
"page 6, columns 1 and 2, September 
. 23, 1955, which is captioned, 
"Arnautoff Teaches Labor School 
Class" and which also reflects . 
information regarding the litho- 
graph of subject. 


San Francisco T-8, who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
on September 30, 1955, furnished a leaflet entitled "Art Removed", setting forth 
information regarding the removal of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF's caricature of Vice 
President RICHARD NIXON from the San Francisco Art Festival, San Francisco, on 
September 15, 1955. The leaflet reflected "Please address your protest to: 

San Francisco Art Festival, 45: Grove Street, San Francisco 2, California." 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000460 Pagetové leaflet was a petition entitled "We, the undersigned, 
believe that freedom of expression is a cherished tradition in our country, 
which must be defended as an essential condition for the development of the arts. 
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We therefore protest the arbitrary removal of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF's lithograph 

from the San Francisco Art Festival. For the protection of the Festival, and 

of the life of all artists, we demand that this censorship action be rescinded, 
and that no work of art be removed from the exhibition without proper deliberatim 


in accordance with the established rules of eligibility and procedures of the 
Art Festival." 


SF-T-3 on September 22, 1955, furnished’ a copy of the leaflet 
entitled "Art Removal" regarding the above nentioned caricature and also a 
copy of the above mentioned petition entitled "We, the undersigned", which was 
distributed in the California Labor School. 


"The Daily Worker", January 3, 1949, page 7, columns 1 and 2, carried 
an article entitled "Signers Of Open Letter To End House Un-American Committee"and 
reflected that 313 educators, writers, scientists, artists and clergymen Signed 
an open letter to members of the 6lst Congress urging abolition of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee. “VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, San Francisco", was 
listed as a signer. , 


"The Daily Worker" of December 10, 1952, page 4, carried an article 
which reflects that "280 National Leaders ask Truman Amnesty Jailed Communists ," 
which was an appeal requesting the President. to grant amnesty to the leaders of 
the CP convicted under the Smith Act and that the request had been made by 280 
prominent Americans, which request was forwarded to President Truman by Reverend 
KENNETH RIPLEY FORBES: of Philadelphia. Among the listed Signers was "Dr. VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF, President Russian American Society, San Francisco", 


"The Daily Worker" of October 20, 1954, page 2, columns 1, 2, 3, lL, and 
page 6, colums 4, 5, carried an article entitled "175 Notables In Open Letter To 
President Urge Amesty For Smith Act Victims", 4mong the listed signers was 
"Prof. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF , Calma, Calif." 


The Fourth Report, Un-American Activities in California for 1948, 
page 47, reflects that “Among typical examples of the Communist press and 
publications are....The Daily Worker, New York Communist daily newspaper, 
circulated nationally." 


-P- 
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Date of Activity «© - Agent to File No. 
Identity And/or Description ~~. Date: whom where 
of Source of Information Received / Furnished Located 
i aanccome ena aaa — ee Because 
SF T-1 is V. APNAUTOFF 6/7/55 vA G.D.COAKLEY 
; ef “7 Pres. RAS, 1955 - ; 
i a ‘ f , 
CP meeting 8/10/55 8/25/55 f : 
y “Branch leven" 
" 8/17/55 8/25/55-~ ae 
| "  8/31/55__.....9/2/55 Coe Ss 
eee 9/28/55 10/3/55 “ ‘SP FEWSTEE 
TRAE Bice Ba ....,, 8/25/55" «GD. COAKLEY 
| ie ee Meeting 8/5/55 DOE PS Re SoM et aa 2 Allen 
. “RAS mig. 6/12/55. 8/25/55 : " 
‘ , Deiweaticn to greet 8/25/55 ott 


Sov. officials 8/16/55 


_ | RAS Ex. 8/25/55 ft 
fw Meeting 5/19/55 | 


4 RAS mig. 6/26/85 8/25/55.“ 


| i RAS mtg. 9/9/55 10/3/55 ws .PEWSTER 

a RAS Hx. Bd. 9/30/35 ° 10/3/55” 

SF T-2 is) | Women's Art Show, 6/10/58 “  P.F.SHARKEY ~- 100-6359-1515 

Js 5/22/55 . Sheet 

SF T-3 is "Fiesta for Jenny" 6/23/55 “ We. WEBB 

es 6/17/55 
7 Memorial 7/17/55, B/i/ss~ 
| sponsored by NCPC 
leaflet “Art Removed" 9/22/55 4 " 

F T-l is Former is 1965 Fall’ Uonewas 9/7/55 / L.F.TULLY 
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Date of activity Agent to File No. 
Identity And/or Description - Date whom where 
) i j ished Located 
FOIA(b)(7) - (0) 26 source _— of Information Received Furnishe cate 
as SE. TH5. is _ Furnished "Peace soe 28185- 4. D.L.COFFIN. 
: Te News" for Aug. I955>-> ~------ _ 
‘SF 266 is | “W1T/S5. Festival | by 8/3/55 Yo R.W.JEFFERIS 
SL NCPC a 
SF T-7is NCPC Thumbnail 7/28/52 ae W.L.WHITNEY 100~ 28875-85 
‘ _ : Pe 17 
SF T-8 is Leaflet "Art Removed" 9/30/55.” D.A.MERRILL 
Fisur 6/2/55 conducted by SAS D. G. ALLEN 100-6359-1383 
J. M. WUSLICH 
observed auto reg. to 
TIMAFEY GOOSEFF 
Fisur 6/7/55 conducted by SAS X. R, BREWER | 100-6359-1421 
- #, M. “SMITH : 
‘W. B. SAVAGE 


The subject is a Security Index subject. The Security Index card on 
file has been reviewed and is correct and current. 


Careful consideration has been given to.each source concealed, and T 
symbols were utilized only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed. . 


LEADS 
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


| Will continue to follow the activities of the subject through 
established sources and informants. 


REPENZENCE: Report of SA STANLEY F. FSNSTER, dated 8/26/55, at San Francisco — 


_ ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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- Office Memorandum « UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Tolson VA 
L. B. wien a 
— OD 


. VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


Ua. 


. DATE: October 22, 1955 


Tolson 
Boardman 
Nichols 
Belmont 
Harbo 
Mohr 


SUBJECT: Parsons 
INTERNAL SECURITY - .C Rosen 
Sizoo 


Winterrowd 
Tele. Room ____. 


The above-mentioned subject is the individual who preparedHolloman 
the cartoon which evoked national publicity growing out of the*Stanford Gandy 
University Art-Exhibit. -Bob King, Administrative Assistant to the Vice 
President, had made inquiry regarding Arnautoff and was furnished the a a 
basic facts. 


King called me on October 18 to advise that the Vice President 
had heard that we were investigating him with the view of starting denaturalization 
proceedings. As this can be very embarrassing tothe Vice President, particularly 
lin view of the personal controversy he had with Arnautoff, the. Vice President 
wondered exactly what the situation was. 


After checking, I told King that we had been checking on 
Arnautoff from time to time and that we had learned that the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (I&NS),.as early as 1951, was considering de- 
naturalization; that any action in the way of denaturalization would be initiated 
[ey I&NS and this might be a matter that they might wish to take up directly 


with I&NS or with William Rogers. Be 


ce: Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont 

-LBN:arm 

(4) 


(LRA TETE— 159 


13 OCT 26 1955 
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STANDARD FORM NO, cm 


Office “MemaBbnduen ° ‘UNITED eo sols 6 GOVERNMENT. 
aes - "DIRECTOR," ‘per’ “(200-47675) oe ‘DATE: ns/ss 
| bbl SAC, WFO. “(205- 3128) a sig ae 


PRUBIECE: « ae ‘VICTOR. vere ee ee pa 
| “INTERNAL, SECURITY -. 0 ae oe bocce. 


— highly | confidentier’ source who. has’ ‘furnished 
de psi oes! information in the past,. whose identity may not 
ts be disclosed, (docuinentation , anonymous - use T: symbol),- 
advised on 11/1/55.that.. VICTOR M.ARNAUTOFR, President of. 
‘Russian American Society3— opporated, 321. Divisadero 
Street, San ‘Francisco, California,. contacted the Soviet ° 
Embassy,’ .Washington,. D:-C. in order to offer his .greetings 
-an@ best wishes on ‘the 38th put ae Peery of ‘the October, 
pectaltey Revolution. a eee 


. PRENS: for: information of. ‘Bureau. and. “gan Francis" 
"  .COe. c : : 

“wrote e jm: 

oy | 2 a 

ane ~ Sen Francisco, (100- 6359), (ant) ci) - 


; ae ae : 00Lh Le It Oy 


1955 | i 


: Pe ee as : 
. R ns ee af ay ace ae arent =) ; 
eats ie 2 mer ike ¢) x ou Joe . v if 
"See aes ae of & a 4 Aer ENP idee. Oy is : y Gj Pes 
tgs SASS Be Ce plate 6 MOREQ. UE Sites ») 
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- . wo™N 
VictSe Arnautorf ts = -_ 
ictor Arnautoff is SF ‘tist who drew 
derogatory’ cartoon of Vrée President Nixon 
for SF art exhibit. Is on Security Index. 
SF office of INS advised 9-28-55 that they 
' had opened files for investigation considering 
denaturalization proceedings against 
Arnautoff but no investigation had been 
conducted to that date... Attached memorandum 
from AAG Olney indicates INS has initiated 
active investigation. 
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Office Memorandum 


The Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


oT 
- Helms re 


TO 


4p FROM 


MN, SUBJECT: 


Zz 
=f 
me 
ae 
Q 


: Warren Olney, Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Tele. Room....--— : 
Mr. Holloman__- 


} 

| 

“YM. Wi aterrowd - i. 
pH7FBOandy—— | 


VICTOR ARNAUTOFF © 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF 


Possible revocation proceedings. 


7 
Oo OMS 
In reference to your memorandum of October 12 there is- \Ni 
. oo art hae 
attached a copy of our memorandum of November 9 to the Executive — 2 | 
“Assistant to the Attorney General. | ous € ~S | 
, us “8 
fate y 
G NO 
Enclosure No. 82666 . ey 
a bo ° = 
| : : @ 
ra f a 
a 3 i 
f “s _ ; 
Of ; s 
A A122 
ttt ‘ ' - Pe . 7” , [00 | — AIOPS x aA 
\7 Loe ‘ a _ a 
. . a eat ey’ 
ites . al L oa “Gh id o NAMA 1958 - ee , 
- = prrere cet eae ey , * oo oo ! ~ 
wos i\ 3 3, BH de 
GE Laz - NEUCE 
Gees “eh HAL 
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pennant eine 


TO. 


_ 


JINCLOSU RW 


No 82666 


FROM 


Avpartment of Justice - 


\ U. &, GOVERNMENT PRINTING oFrien 
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u . . . —_ 2 
John V. Lindsay, Executive Adsistant to November 16: 
. the Attorney General . ovember 16,1955, 
Warren Olney Iii; Assistant Attorney Géneral, wibtioras 


Criminal. Pivieion 


; e oseibis "asvpestion proceedings. 


it Pie bhert reference to the ‘above C866 We are. Anformed by 


Ce 


the. Apsistant Conmisbioner, investigations. Division, Immigration 


tural ration: Service, that the mattor is under active 


Sannin aa 


Anvestigation and consideration. 


SALERRO LANAI 
Cendant CROAT , 

. f 
f 


‘\ce: The Director 


i 


( 


— 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


| de 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 155 _OSURE, 


vroroR. aa urONy a setae 


‘ ra) 
pee : a 


NW: 15047 


i | (ETE BT ae A ~ RECORDED —17 
wr Sy COPIES OF THIS REPORT . ie ¢ ; 
? 7 ; CH. Bureau (100-17675)(REC). Seg Jan 18 ce | 1 a NDEXED- a 


De 


Sy, 


— FEDER BUREAU OF  nftstication 


FORM No.1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO . ; ‘ Thy 4 


{| REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 


MADE 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


| 20/2h311/2hs Reet Pe, A 
SAN FRANCISCO * AN 9 1958 12/6 1h,22/55 | STANLEY F. FEWSTER -  bjn 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 


| VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was, = =. | INTERNAL SECURITY - Cc 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: EOE ED ERT IAL... 


Subject tetas of “Branch Eleven," Communist Party, ane attended 

two meetings in October 1955. Attended seven RIS meetings from _ 

October to. December 2,.1955; contacted Soviet Embassy, Washington, 

D. C. and offered greetings and best. wishes on 38th. Anniversary . 

of October Revolution as RAS President and personally attended 

on invitation of Soviet Ambassador ZARUBIN. Visited ARI of San 

L Francisco in September-November 1955 and attended lecture at 

ART on. October 7, 1955. Attended activities of CLS, NCCPFB and 
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COMMUNIST PARTY, U. S. A. 


The Communist Party (U. S. A.) has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


San Francisco T-1, who has” furnished. reliable informa- 
tion in the past, reported ‘that the subject continues to be a 
member of "Branch Eleven" of the Communist Party of San Francisco 
4 ' and attended two such meetings during the month | of October 1955¢ 


RUSSTAN AMERICAN ( SOCTETY,, INC. (RAS) 


. ena meet tte: oe 
Stesromamsnatcon ase pees 


The Russian American Society, Ince has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. . 


San Francisco T-1 has reported that the subject 
attended seven meetings of the RAS during the period of October 
to December 2, 1955, inclusive, three of which were meetings of 
the Executive Board. 


San Francisco Tel, on November , 1955, advised that puss 
General. VICT AKHONTOFF gave a lecture on "Keys to World Events, en 


Disarmament aid Peace" on October 6, 1955 at 321 Divisadero Street, che 
San Francisco, which was attended by approximately fifty people, —e 


‘dneluding the subject. Informant advised that HOLLA! ERTS , 
President of the California Labor School and the American Russian cy4é. 
Institute of San Francisco, and subject made short welcoming on 
speeches. 


: The "Daily People's World” of October hy 1955, page 
seven’, carried an article reflecting that General YAKHONTOFF 

, would. discuss Soviet disarmament on October 6, 1955 at the cugage 
*California Labor School, 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, — 
at 8:00 p.m. and was sponsored by the California Labor School 
and the Russian American Society. 


The California Labor School has been designated by 
on aoreey General of the United States pursuant to Executive 


Oe 
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The Fourth Report, House Un-American Activities in 
California, 1948, Page 47, reflects that “Among typical examples 
of the Communist press and publications...the "Daily People's 
World!" 


San Francisco T~2, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, on October 7, 1955 advised that a lecture was. 
held on October 6, 1955 featuring General YAKHONTOFF at the Calif- 
ornia Labor School which was attended by a number of persons, in- 
cluding the subject who made a short speech. Informant advised 
that General YAKHONTOFF was described as a former. Czarist General 
Staff Officer, recent United Nations Consultant, author of "Russia 
and the Soviet Union in the Far East" and other books. 


San Francisco T-3, who has furnished reliable informa~ 
tion in the past, advised on November 1, 1955 that VICTOR M. 
ARNAUTOFF, President of the Russian American Society, Inc., 321 
' Divisadero Street, San Francisco, California, contacted the Soviet 
Embassy, Washington, D. C., in order to offer his greetings and 
best wishes on the 38th Anniversary of the October Socialist 
Revolution. 


San Francisco T-l on November 15, 1955 advised that CAL. 


VICTOR and LYDIASARNAUTOFF had flown to Washington, D. C. and D.Gx 
attended the celebration of the Anniversary of the October Revo- 
lution at the Soviet Embassy on the invitation of Soviet Ambassador 
ZARUBIN. Informant believes that the celebration was held on 
November 7, 1955 and that the ARNAUTOFFs left San Francisco on 

or about November , 1955, It is his opinion that the ARNAUTOFFs 
.paid their own transportation expenses from San Francisco to Wash- 
ington, D. C. and return. 


- San Francisco T-1 also advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
had made the statement that he had visited with the Russian 
Writers Delegation on their recent visit to San Francisco, Tel 
was unaware of the date or the purpose of the visit. 


LILLIAN OWEN, Executive Secretary, President's Office, 
Stanford University, on November 2h, 1955 advised SA FRED R. ELLEDGE 
that the office records reflect that ARNAUTOFF was teaching classes 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday during the current school quarter 
and that it would not have been necessary for an instructor to 
clear with the office for an absence of a week to ten days from 
classes. Her records failed to reflect that ARNAUTOFF had been 
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absent at any time during the school quarter. Miss OWEN contacted 
the Secretary of the Art Department for a record of any brief 
absence on the part of ARNAUTOFF and learned that ARNAUTOFF was 
absent on November and November 7, 1955. She pointed out that 
by this absence of two days from regularly scheduled classes, 
ARNAUTOFF would have been free from 5:00 p.m., November 2s 1955 

to 1:00 p.m., November 9, 1955. 


Mr. DON ROBEY EARLEY, Trans-world Airlines, Ince, 
23h Stockton Street, San Francisco, on December 6, 1955 advised 
SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER that Mr. and Mrs. V. ARNAUTOFF left San 
Francisco on Flight 76, November 3, 1955, enroute to Washington, 
D. C. and transferred at Chicago, Illinois to Flight 86 of Trans- 
World Airlines on that same date, He advised that Mr. and Mrs. 
V. ARNAUTOFF returned to San Francisco, California from Washington, 
D. C. on Flight No. 1 on November 8, 1955. Information in their 


at Plaza 5-072 


CA bs. 


of {, D&. 
records reflected that Mr. and Mrs. - ee could be contacted hsknllt sate 


AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE OF SAN FRANCISCO (ART) | 


The American Russian Institute of San Francisco (ART) 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
observed that the subject visited the ARI of San Francisco, 90 
McAllister Street, on September 27, October 4 and Novenber 1, 19556, 


San Francisco T-, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, advised on October 7, 1955 that General VICTOR 
YAKHONTOFF spoke on the theme "Peace and Disarmament" at the 
ARI, 90 McAllister Street, San Francisco, on October 5, 1955, 
which was attended by approximately sixty people including the 
, subject. 


CALIFORNIA LABOR SCHOOL (CLS) . 


The California Labor School (CLS) has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive . 
Order 191,50. 
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San Francisco T-5, who has furnished reliable informa~ 
tion in the past, on October 10, 1955 advised that a movie made ‘ 
in the USSR in 1950 on the life of on@4PAVLOV was shown at the RuSS/4 
CLS, 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, on October 7, 1955, Chie 
which was attended by the subject. ~ 


San Francisco T-5 on October 2h, 1955 advised that ° 
the subject had also attended a moving picture film ‘showing 
at the CLS on October 1), 1955, the two films being about 
Mexico. 


San Francisco T-6, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, on November 1, 1955 advised that a "Win the Peace 
Workshop Conference" was held at the CLS on October 16, 1955 | 
being sponsored jointly by the CLS and the Northern California 
Peace Council. The subject attended the above conferences 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PEACE COUNCIL 


San Francisco T-12, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on July 25, 1952 that the 
Northern California Peace Council has as its primary objective 
the agitation of all "peace proposals" set forth by the Commun- 
ist Party and the NCPC was to serve as a clearing house for 
peace activities in the San Francisco Bay area and the eight 
Northern California counties. 


-San Francisco T-7, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on November 2, 1955 furnished a 
"in the Peace Workshop Conference"leaflet which reflects 
that the conference was sponsored by the California Labor 
School. and the Northern California Peace Council and was to 
be held on October 16, 1955 at 321 Divisadero Street, San 
Francisco. The leaflet reflects that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was 
. listed as one of the "consultants" under the caption, "World 

Peace Council, Culture For Co-Existence, East-West Exchange 

of Cultural Delegations." 


San Francisco T-8, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on October 2h, 1955 advised that sub- 
ject attended a “Win the Peace Workshop Conference" at the 
California Labor School on October 16, 19556 
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San Francisco T-8, on November 2, 1955, advised 
that a concert was held on October 29, 1955 at 43 Broadway 
Street, San Francisco, for the benefit of the California Labor 
School which was attended by the subject. 


Special Agents of the FBI observed that subject 
visited 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, in which building 
the California Labor School and the Russian American Society, 
Inc. are the only tenants, on October , 6, 10, 11, 13, 18, 
and 20 of 1955. 


AMERTCAN COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION OF 
FOREIGN BORN (ACPFB' 


, The American Committee For Protection of Foreign 
Born has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


San Francisco T-12 on April 6, 1955 advised that 
each local chapter of the Northern California Committee For 
Protection of Foreign Born (NCCPFB) executes the policy of 
the national organization in their respective. areas and cam- 
paigns to prevent deportation of aliens. Another example of — 
co-ordination with the ACPFB is periodic sponsorship of speak- 
ing trips of ABNEBGREEN, Executive Secretary of the ACPFB. CA be 


San Francisco T-6 on November 1, 1955 advised 
that a Festival of Nationalities was held on October 22, 1955 
at 1819 - 10th Street, Berkeley, California, and was sponsored 
by the Committee For Protection of Foreign Born. . Informant 
advised that among those present was Mr. ARNAUTOFF. 


San Francisco T-9, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on November 9, 1955 advised that the 
Third Annual Festival of Nationalities was held on October 22, 
1955 under the auspices of the NCCPFB at 1819 ~ 10th Street, 
Berkeley, California and was attended by the subject, T#9 
reported that the rally was to repeal the Walter McCarran 
Law and to defend the rights of the foreign-born Americans. 


San Francisco T-2 on October 28, 1955 confirmed 
t the sub ect attended the abave festival on October 22 
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' §an Francisco T-10, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on October 2), 1955 furnished a press 
release prepared by the American Committee For Protection of 
Foreign Born concerning its "23rd Annual National Conference" 
to be held in Detroit, Michigan on December 10, 11, 1955. The 
release reflects that ninety prominent Americans joined to 
sponsor the 23rd National Conference. Among those listed was 
"Dr. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, California." 


San Francisco Tel on December 5, 1955 advised that 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF at the Russian American Society Executive Board 
meeting on November 11, 1955 read several letters from the Com- 
mittee For Protection of Foreign Born and the Northern California 
Committee For Protection of Foreign Born advising of a National © 
Conference to be held and which requested contributions. 


"DAILY PEOPLE'S WORLD" 


The Fourth Report, House Un-American Activities 
in California, 1948, page 47, reflects that "Among typical. examples 
of the Communist press and publications...the ‘Daily People's 
World," \ 


San Francisco T-5 on September 26, 1955 advised 
the "Daily People's World" Bazaar was held September 25, 1955 
in the basement of the California Hall, Polk and Turk Streets, 
San Francisco, which was attended by a number of individuals 
including the subject. 


San Francisco T+#ll,: who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on October 12,-1955 advised that sub- 
ject attended.a "Daily People's World" benefit dinner on Oct- 
ober 8, 1355 at 730 Creek Drive, Menlo Park, California. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


San Franciscu T-13, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on October 24, 1955 furnished a memor- Ab» 
andum of J. E. WALLACEYSTEELING , President Stanford University, oad 
aot je amen geemmamncmenttis —_ 
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dated October 7, 1955 which reflected that Professor ARNAUTOFF 
— visited the office of the President of Stanford University at 

11:00 a.m, October 7, 1955, at the invitation of President 
STERLING. The memorandum reflects that publicity regarding 
the lithograph entitled, "DICK McSMEAR" had evoked questions 
regarding the subject. and his associates and that President 
STERLING felt a responsibility to cbtain answers to questions 
and charges that had been made. President STERLING ‘advised 
the subject "In these post-war years of tension many univer- 
sities have been concerned about issues concerning academic 
responsibility and academic freedom; that the Association of 
American Universities had had a committee study these issues 
and make a report; that this report was reviewed by the members 
of the Association and subsequently published." Mr. STERLING 
advised subject that in addition to participating in the AAU 
study that he (Mr. STERLING) had appointed a committee of 

5 Stanford faculty to study these same issues and that this 
committee had prepared.a statement which Mr, STERLING had 
reported to the faculty and the Board of Trustees, Mr. 
STERLING advised the subject that this statement was not 
generally distributed to the faculty but was accessible 
to faculty members in the files of the President's Office. 


a 
Mr, STERLING read Section VIII of the report 
prepared by this faculty committee to the subject, which is 
as follows: , 


"8, That where, in the judgment of the President 
of the University, serious charges of incompetence or unlawful 
activities are made against a member, or where official investi- 
gations charge not only unpopular opinions and associations, but 
actual incompetence or unlawful actions, the member so charged 
shall, at the request of the President of the University, discuss 
the facts of his case fully and frankly with the Advisory Board 
of the University, the findings of the Agqvisory Board to be 
“submitted to the Presicent. The Advisory Board in such cases 
shall act pursuant t2 the authority vested in it by the Articles 
of Organization of tie Faculty (Chapter VI, Section 3 ~= a) 
'The Advisory Board shall advise the President concerning any 
matters which he may choose to refer to ite!) and shall take 
advantage of every available source of evidence, and of all 
necessary expert advice, bearing in mind that incompetence and 
lack of objectivity in any field of learning can best be judged 
by a teacher's professional peers, In the event of failure of 
. . ar before the Board, or to disclose fully the 
NW: 15047 Docld: 709 0RR OS Pee R58 8 the Advisory Board is still bound to report 
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Mr. STERLING reminded Professor ARNAUTOFF that 
both he and Vice President NIXON had asserted his (ARNAUTOFF's) 
citizen's right as an artist to express his political point of 
view and asked him what political point of view he was attempting « 
to express in the lithograph "DICK McSMEAR.": Professor ARNAUTOFF 
replied that he was not commenting so much on any particular 
incident or event as he was commenting on "McCARTHYISM" in gen- 
eral and said that his political point of view as expressed in 
this lithograph may have stemmed from his reaction to an incident 
that occurred in a public meeting in San Mateo (California) in 
195, the precise date of which he was not certain, and at which 
Vice President NIXON was the speaker. Professor ARNAUIOFF 
indicated that he did not attend this meeting but understands, 
however, that at a pause in Vice President NIXON!s speech a 
member of the audience asked Mr. NIXON to tell them something 
about dogs and that the ausstioner was unceremoniously ejected 
from the meeting. 


. President STERLING stated to Professor ARNAUTOFF 
that in the minds of some, the lithograph, with its visible 
reference to the pumpkin papers that were prominent in the 
HISS=CHAMBERS dispute, suggested that the artist was making 
a comment on the HISS case, Mre STERLING asked subject if he 
thought there had been a miscarriage of justice in the HISS 
trial andysentence and was advised by the subject that he 
thought there was not sufficient evidence to convict HISS of 
perjury. ARNAUTOFF added that the evidence antecedent to the 
trial suggested to him that HISS had been made a victim of 

ee <3 persecution. 


Mr. STERLING asked Professor ARNAUTOFF the follow- 
ing questions: 


1. Are you at this time a member of the Gommuniat Party? 
. Sub jact vefused to answer or discuss the question. 


2. Are you a sponser and instructor at the\Cal fornia Labor ae 
School? One 
Subject replied that he was not on the Board but 
was an instructor in art there and had been so "since the late 
190 tg" 
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Are you aware that ‘the California Labor ‘School was on the 
Attorney General's list? oe 


Subject stated that he had heard ‘that it was on that. 
list but that he had not seen the list. He then stated he would 
refuse to answer further questions on this point since in his . 
judgment it. was not in the realm of. Mr. STERLING's presidential 
responsibilities to ask such questions. — 


Is the California Labor School 3 Communi st Party training school?- — re 
Subject refused to answer. 


Mr. STERLING asked why subject taught at the Labor 
School and was advised by the subject that he did not wish to 
discuss that matter but added that he would teach art at any 
place from which he gets a request. for his services as an art 

' instructore 


3. Are you connected with th¢\fusstan-Anerican Society? | SERAMEISEE CAE 


Subject stated that he is now its Chairman and has been 
connected with it since the war and went on to say that the RAS was 
established to promote friendly relations between the U. 5S. and 

the USSR and that it stands for peace and friendship between the 
two countries. 


h. Do you have any connections with the American Committee For 
Protection of the Foreign Born’: 


Subject declined to answer. 
1” 


5. Do you have any connection with the”imerican Russian Institute? 
_— Rap BLEED O ANNI tee se, 


Subject advised that he is now a nenber and has been 
since the war. 


Are you aware that this organization is on the Attorney General's 
List? 


Subject refused to answer, 


Do you have knowledge that the American Russian Institute is 
and has been a Communist or subversive organization? 
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Does the American Russian Institute have any official relation- 
‘ship with official Russian circles and why he was associated 
with the organization. 


Subject refused to answer. 


6. Have you advocated a termination of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee? 


Subject refused to answer. 


7. Did you join in a petition to President TRUMAN asking amnesty 
for Communist leaders who were at that time in jail? 


‘Subject refused to answer. 


8. Mr. STERLING advised Professor ARNAUTOFF that it had come to 
his attention that, on the occasion of a recent visit of Russian 
farmers to this country, he had participated in the ceremony which 
greeted them with the old Russian custom of offering bread and salt. 
Mr. STERLING asked if this were true and if he had had associations 
with other visitors from Russia. 


Subject stated "Yes" and explained his answer as follows: 


As chairman of the RAS, which he explained wishes to 
promote friendly relations between the U. 5. and the USSR, he 
sometimes sees other Russian visitors to the end that better 
relations can be promoted and that most of his associations of 
this sort have to do with the promotion of improved relations 
in the cultural fields. 


Had you met with members of the Soviet delegation to the United 
Nations Conference in San Francisco in 195? 


Subject said that he had met with some of them as had 
many other residents in the peninsula area. - 


Have you met with members of the Soviet delegation to the Anniver- 
‘ sary session of the United Nations in San Francisco in 1955? 


Subject advised that he had as chairman of the RAS and 
had extended verbally an invitation to them on behalf of the Society. 


/ 
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9. Have you had any association with anyone who could be identified 
as an official or agent of the Soviet Government?. 


Subject replied that as President of the RAS he had 
such associations in matters dealing with cultural exchanges in 
the promotion of friendly relations between the U. S. and the 
USSR and that this association was usually by mail, although 
sometimes it was directly with Soviet fmbassy personnel. 


10. Are you now in any sense an agent of the Russian Government’? . 
Subject stated Nos! 


ll. How much time do you devote to these non-Stanford interests 
and activities? 


Subject estimated that he did not spend more than 
one day per week on them. 


‘12. Mr. STERLING stated to Professor ARNAUTOFF that many persons 
participated in activities not directly connected with their occupation 
or profession and that such participants had motivation for doing so. 
Professor ARNAUTOFF was asked what his motivation was for participation 
in these non-Stanford activities. 


Subject replied that there exists not only a possibility 
but also an absolute necessity for the U.S. and the USSR to deal with 
each other in ways that permit peaceful settlement of outstanding 
issues and that for the attainment of this end information and under 
standing are required. 


San Francisco T-33 on October 2, 1955 furnished a memor- 

andum of the interview of Professor VICTOR ARNAUTOFF with the Stanford Uni- 
versity Advisory Board at its regular meeting on October 18, 1955, This 

memorandum reflects that the Chairman, Professor FAVILLE,. opened 

the interview by explaining in a brief and friendly fashion the 

purpose of the interview as a means of explaining certain questions 

that had been raised concerning Professor ARNAUTOFF's activities. 

The question and answers are set out verbatim as follows: 
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Professor Faville: 


"}), Would you care to explain what you sought to 
express in the controversial lithograph of Vice President Nixon? 
"A, Mr. Arnautoff wished to comment upon McCarthyism. The 
lithograph was started about one year ago (it is a long process), 
shortly after an incident at the Republican campaign meeting at 
San Mateo at which Mr. Nixon was a speaker (the incident was the 
ejection of a heckler); Mr. Arnautoff thought the incident was 
an expression of McCarthyism. A reference made at the meeting 
to Alger Hiss was not, in the opinion of Mr. Arnautoff, fair, 
and he added the pumpkin to the cartoon to draw attention to 
this. He was not present at the meting but drew his information 
on what occurred: from press reports. 


"Q, Are you aware of the Racht column in (the Herald- 
Express) in Los Angeles? A. No. 

/ 

"), Were you aware that the lithograph might cause 
embarrassment to the University? A. No. Mr. Arnautoff thought 
it had nothing to do with the University. He stated that the 
press had caused the current stir and that he had exhibited it 
on two previous occasions with no unusual notice (at his one-man 
show in the hall of the Russian-American Society in San Francisco 
and at the Art Festival in Berkeley last spring). 


"Q, Are you a member of the Russian-American Society? 
A. Yes. 


"), What are the objectives of the Russian-American 
Society? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that the Society was incorporated 
during the war to help in the allied war effort, and that now its 
interests are primarily cultural and concerned with promoting 
friendly relations between the United States and Russia. 


"OQ, How does the Russian-American Society differ from 
the American-Russian Institute? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that the 
American-Russian Institute is national in scope, that it is older 
than the Russian-American Society, that it maintains a library 
and tries to supply information about Russia. 


"Q. Do you hold any position in the American-Russian 
Institute? A. Mr, Arnautoff stated that he is a member of the 
Board of DirectorSe 
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7 "Q. Are you aware that the Russian-American Society 
eg is on the Attorney-General's list of subversive organizations? 

‘ A, Mr. -Arnautoff stated that he did not know whether the San 
Francisco group (the Russian-American Society as distinguished © 
from the American-Russian Institute ) was on such a list. 

"Q. Have you advocated the termination of the House 
of ‘Representatives Committee on Un-American Activities? A. Mr. 
Arnauteff believed that he did. 

is 
nn Q. What is your connection with the California 
Labor-School? A, Mr. Arnautoff stated that he taught an art 
class there seven or eight or perhaps five years ago and that 
he now teaches such a class, 


8 "dQ, Are you at present a member of the Communist Party? 
A, Mr. Arnautoff stated that he felt he could not answer this ques- 
tion and that he had prepared a statement of his views on this point 
(statemént attached). 


"Q. Have you participated in greeting and entertaining 
Russian visitors? A. Yes, Mr. Arnautoff stated that the Russian- 
Anerican Society participated in the entertainment of Russian dele- 
gates at the time of the formation of the United Nations Organization, 
and that as president of the Society he was again involved in invi- 
tations for such entertainment of delegates at the time of the tenth 
anniversary celebration of the United Nations in June although time 
did not permit delegates to accept these invitations 


"O. You are classified as a ‘white Russian'; how do 
you feel about association with representatives of the Communist 
government? A, Mr. Arnautoff indicated that at the time of his 
service in the Czarist army there was no idea of democracy in 
Russia, that his opinions underwent various changes with time, 

_and that he has respect for what has been done in Russia since the 
‘ revolution. 


"}). Statements in the Daily Worker indicate that you 
signed statements urging President Truman to release Communists 
then held in jail. Is this true? A. Mre Arnautoff stated that 
he believed this to be true. . 


"0. Have you any association with agents of the Russian 
government? A. Noe — ; 
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"Q. Do vou in any way consider yourself an agent 
of the Russian government? A. Now Mr. Amautoff stated that he 
has had correspondence regarding an exhibit of children's art from 
the Soviet Union and that he has been trying to interest. organiza~ 
tions in making an exchange of children's art of the United States 
and Russiae 


"9, Can you understand that doing these various things 
over a period of years might lead the man in the street to think 
that you are following the Communist Party line? A. No. 


"0, Have you any statement to make in defense of your- 
self? A. Mr. Arnautoff answered that he thought that there was no 
occasion for any defense since he did not see that he had done any- 
thing requiring such defense. 


"Professor Skilling: 


"9, Do you consider yourself a full-time member of 
tic Stanford faculty? A.. Yes. 


"), What responsibilities do you consider this entails 
ci your part? What do you as a member of the faculty owe to the 
University? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that he believed he should 
give the best of his abilities to students' education in the subject 
he is teaching. . 


"QO. You teach courses to the exteht of three afternoons 
a week? A, Yes, this quarter; other quarters mornings and after- 
noons - laboratory courses. 
| 


"Q. Is it also part of your responsibility to meet 
students individually? A. Yes. | 


"0, Do you keep regular office hours this quarter? 
Yes; MWF 11-12. , 


",. Do the students know thatyou are regularly available 
during these hours? Do they come to see you? About how many per 
week? A. Yes; yes. Mr. Arnautoff said that he has two students 
taking individual work and that others drop in from time to time. 


"0. Do you advise students regarding registration? 
Are you here regularly on registration days? A. No; noe 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 170 


SF 100-6359 
SFF:bjn 


"©, Do you feel that your connection with the Univer- 
sity has any influence on what you do when you are off the campus - 
say in San Francisco? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that he feels 
his name is connected with Stanford, but that he never takes advan- 
tage of or publicizes this fact; that his name was well-known before 
he was connected with Stanford and that not many people in San Fran» 
cisco connect him with Stanford. 


"9, Do you feel any loyalty to the University and its 
welfare? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that of course he does and that 
he is proud of his membership in the Stanford faculty; that he feels 
proud because of the freedom for which Stanford stands; that if 
this freedom were destroyed his attitude might change; that first 
of all he is a citizen, and that a man's responsibilities as a 
citizen outweigh’. any other responsibility. 


"], Does your loyalty to the University influence 
your actions? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that he did not know 
how to answere 


"?, Do you consider the effect your acts might have 
oa the name of the University? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that this 
was hard to say, that he has letters from Congressmen and others 
commending him. 


"), I mean does your connection with the University 
make you think of any consequences your acts might have on the 
name of the University? A. Yes. Mr. Arnautoff added that th 
responsibilities of a citizen come first. 


"), Do you think that a faculty man should be careful 
in his public acts to show discretion and good judgement? A. Mr. 
Arnautoff stated that every citizen must do this. 


"9, Do you think that a faculty man should be careful 
not to involve the University in difficulties and subject it to 
criticism? A. Yes, unless fundamental principles are involved. 


"Q. Do you agree that each faculty man owes loyalty 
to the University? A. Mr. Arnautoff asked if he had to answer that. 
question? He then asked what professor Skilling meant by loyalty 
in this sense. 
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19, As to loyalty, I mean a concern for its (the 
University's) welfare. Do you feel a loyalty to the United States? 
A. I do. 


- "9, (Professor Faville) You are an American citizen 
are you not? A. Yes. - CA kes 
ws — 

"0, (Professor/Skilling continuing). Perhaps you feel 

a loyalty to some church or religion - I do not ask which church 

or religion. A. Mr. Arnautoff indicated that he thought this 

question was irrelevant. =...“ 
in, (Professor Skilling continuing) Apart from your 

loyalty to the United States, and to a church or religion, do 

you feel a loyalty to any other organization that is stronger or 

more binding than your loyalty to Stanford University? A. Mre 

Avnautoff stated that a love for humanity was such a higher loyalty. 


"QO, Loyalty to any party, organization, society; any 
cause, or political movement, or agency, or social movement? A. 
Mr. Arnautoff made references to loyalties that were consistent 
with the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 


"Q. What sequencer of loyalties? A. Mr. Arnautoff 
stated that he placed humanity first; as to how such a loyalty. 
might be activated or 'accomplished' he did not know. 


"9. Do you place loyalty to any organization, party, 
etc. above loyalty to the University? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated 
that he did not provided the University functions properly; if 
it does not so function, he would be critical of what was being 
done and believed it his privilege to be critical; he made refer- 
ence to the 'fundamental law of the country! (presumably the Con- 
stitution and Bill of Rights previously cited). . 


"0, I take it that you are not prepared to give an 
explicit answer to the question about any loyalty to an organization 
or party that you place above loyalty to Stanford. A. Mr. Arnautoff 
replied that he thought he had answered this question in many ways 
and that perhaps he did not understand exactly what the ca estioner 
had in mind, He made reference to the fact that English was not 
his native tongue. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 172 


SF 100-6359 
SFF:bjn 


"QO, Suppose there were a conflict between Stanford's. 
interest and that of some other organization, would you put Stan- 
ford first? A. Mr. Arnautoff replied that if Stanford gave the 
best education, yés; if some other institution like Howard (he may 

\ possibly have said 'Harvard'), or some other, gives a better education 
he would prefer that institution. 


"0, You would not act in a way likely to be harmful to 
; Stanford? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that he would do his best to teach 
art; otherwise he did not consider the. question pertinent. 


"(Noté: Professor Skilling's opinion was that Mr. 
Arnautoff had in effect declined to answer these last few questions 
and so stated. Mr. Arnautoff said in substance that he would sup- 
port Stanford as long as he believed Stanford to be right.) 


ean Winbigler: 


sO \ 

"O, In connection with your remarks about the lithograph 
you mentioned some unfairness in the handling of the Hiss case. 
Would you care to elaborate? A. Mr, Arnautoff stated that his 
knowledge of the case was only from press reports, that the question 
of fairness was a question not only in his mind but in the mind of 
others, inparticular he mentioned ‘some Englishman! who had written 
a book about the case. 


nO, Do you have in mind any specific point of unfair- 
ness? A. Mr. Arnautoff said that he did not have the case fully 
in mind and that he would have to review the literature to recall 
the circumstances. . 


"GQ, You mentioned some limitations in preparing such 
a list as the Attorney General's list of subversive organizations; 
.do you care to speak of these? As Mr. Arnautoff spoke of the 
objections to unsatisfactory, incomplete, and unreliable information 
upon which listings have allegedly been made. He stated that 
charges of subversion should be proved in court and that, if such 
charges were so proved about a school with which he was connected, 
then he would have to choose between it and Stanford. 


"A. Do you find anything in the obligations of member- 
ship in the Communist Party incompatible with good American citizen- 
ship? A. Mr. Arnautoff thought that this wes not a proper question 
and stated, further, that he did not know what the obligations of 
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"Professor DuShanes: 


"Q. Was the memorandum of your interview with President 
Sterling, which he sent to you for review, correct? A. Yes. 


"Professor Faville : 


"Q. Do you have any connection with the Committee for 
the Protection of the Foreign Born? A. Mr. Arnautoff stated that 
he is on the sponsor list. 


"Q., Were you ever president of the American-Russian 
Institute? A. Noe 


_ "There were no further ouestions, and the interview 
came to an end. 


" 


Secretary, Advisory Board" 


San Francisco T-l30n October 2h, 1955 furnished a 
letter dated October 18, 1955 signed by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF which 
is as follows: 


"October 18, 1955 


"On October 7th on invitation from Dr. Sterling I 
came to his office to discuss the events which followed the removal 
of my lithograph from the San Francisco Art Festival. 


"Dr. Sterling read to me Section 8 of report prepared 
by a faculty committee: 


"t8 That where, in the judgement of the President of 
the University, serious charges of incompetence or unlawful activi- 
ties are made against a member, or where official’ investigations 
charge not only unpopular opinions and associations, but actual 
incompetence or unlawful actions, the member so charged shall... 
discuss the facts of his case fully and frankly with the Advisory 
Board of the University...! 


"Tt was not clearly stated who made the charges, but 
reference was made to different newspaper clippings sent to Dr. 
Sterling by persons unknown to MC» 
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"No question was raised by Dr. Sterling concerning my 
incompetence, but only questions concerning my political beliefs 
and associations with different organizations and personalities. 


"TI think I answered adequately the questions about my 
associations but declined to answer questions related to my political 
beliefs, because they have no relation to #6, in which reference. 
is made to incompetence and unlawful activities only. 


"All my actions as an artist and a citizen were motivated 
by the concept of American democracy, as formulated in the Consti- 
tution and the Bill of Rights. 


"It is obvious that the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights must be practiced in order to remain a creative vital 
force in the democratic process. From time to time attempts Are 
made by fascist minded groups to deprive ‘people of their cherished 
freedom. 


"In times like these all citizens irrespective of their 
political philosophy must defend the rights of others guaranteed by 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The defense of the rights 
of others is not a privilege, but the duty of every self-respecting 
citizen. . 


"I consider it my duty to decline to answer the que stion: 
‘Are you or are you not a member of the Communist Party?! 


"To question my political thinking is to exert pressure 
and intimidation on my freedom of thought and expression. To answer 
this type of question on my part means not only-to surrender my free- 
dom, but also to abandon the defense of the freedom of others. 


"I cannot answer this type of question without loosing 
my self-respect. 


"/s/VICTOR ABNAUTOFF" 
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The subject is a Security Index subject. The Security 
Index Card on file has been reviewed and is correct and current. 


SOURCES 
Careful consideration has been given to each source 


concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report only in 
those instances where the identity of the source must be concealed. 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity And/or Description Date Whom Where 
of Source | of Information Received Furnished Located 


SF T-1 is CP meeting 10/12/s6\11/,/sg€. Dd. COAKLEY 


"Branch Eleven". 


"wm 10/26/55 1a/b/sU~ 8 
Lecture of Gen. _ 11/4 /S5 “wn " " 
, YAKHONTOFF, 10/6/5 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D) fs RAS Ex. Board meeting 11/4/55 " "  m 
STO/AL/ SS 
RAS meeting 10/28/55 DLS 
RAS meeting 10/21/55 1/h/s5 oo" 1 8 
! 
j RAS Ex. Board yeéting 12/5 /se™ 1 " 
11/11/55 
RAS meeting 11/18/55 12/5/55" " 1 
RAS Ex. Board meeting 12/5/55 =" " 
11/25/55 
RAS meeting 12/2/55 12/5/55 ™ 1" " 
ne travel to iagh’, /is/ss% » 6 100063551615 
D. Gs, 1/55 % 
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Identity 
of Source 


SF _T-2 is 


SF T-3 is ANONYMOUS a ee 


> 


Date of Activity Agent to 
And/or Description Date Whom 
of Information Received Furnished 


CLS meeting,“ ——--'10/7/S5*D. A. MERRILL 
10/6/55 ee 


Festival of LS 0/28/580% " 


Nationalities, 10/22/55 


art o/s) 10/7/55 a D. GHUSH 


FOIA(b)(7) -(D) | who requested his 
Ween -- -$dentity be- concealed - we ee 


SRT e5 is 


CLS movie 10/7/55!10/10/55 an A. MERRILL 
CLS movie sofa " 


pp. Banaer, 9/25/8645 /h/$5e™ m 


\ SF T-6 is 


SF.T-7 is 


SF T.8 is 
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Workshop Co 
(10/16/55 


Attendance at eso wen 
Festival of ay me 


Win The muse “11/1/55 \"R, W. JEFFERIS 


Nationalities, 


10/22/55 


File Number 
where 
Located 


100--6359~-1580 


Win the Peace Woylt- 11/2/ssVF. S. PERRONE 
shop, 10/16/55 


Win the Peace Workt 10/2 S50. H. WEBB 
shop, 10/16/s8|7 


CIS Benefit, 10/29/53 A41/2/ssy~ » 1 
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Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity And/or Description Date Whom Where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished _ Located 


of National 


10/22/55 


SF T.9. is 3rd Annual gat 11/9/55 wt 1. COFFIN 
ities, 


’ so /eh/sw x. vt DEANE & 100~3620 (NY) 


SF T-10 is Sponsor 23rd 


Annual Conf.. : S.E. F. W. 
_ACPFB, 12/10, Ws MILLER, N. Ye 100-6359-1620 
coe | | (SF) 
oe ann co ng, a“. . 
ae SF T+ll is DPW Benefit ...--10/12/55-+R.- Hs -- NELSON” 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) mp TT 10/8/55 oe : 


“$F P12 is Ident of NCO PRBLU” 6/36, momion 100-28875-126 


NCPC Thumbriail ~ L725 /5. L. WHITNEY 100-28875-85 
p. 17 


SF T=13 is: Re Intrvw of shy 0/24/58. BLLEDGE 100-6359-1590, 
~ a 


fa 


by Pres. of Sta 1591 


Univ. and alisisory 
Board 


Requested name be kept 


confidential 
FISUR, SAN FRANCISCO 

SA JAMES P. NYE 9/27/55 100-6359~1585 
SA RALPH M. LINDSEY 10/L/55 100-6359-1578 
SA RALPH M, LINDSEY — 11/1/55 © 100~6359-160) 
SA RICHARD E. STEPHENS 10/4/55 100-988)- (G2) 
SA THOMAS McGOLDRICK 10/6/55 100~988)-(C-l) 
SAs THOMAS McGOLDRICK 
and RICHARD E. STEPHENS 10/10/55 100-988),-(C~6) 
SA THOMAS McGOLDRICK 10/11/55 100-988h-(C-7 ) 
SA THOMAS McGOIDRICK 10/13/55 100~988))-(C-9) 
SAs THOMAS MeGOLDRICK _ 
and RICHARD E. STEPHENS 10/18/55 100-988)-(C-12) 
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RICHARD E. STEPHENS 10/20/55 100-988)~(C-1h) 


San Francisco T-~1 on November h, 1955 furnished three . 
issues of the Russian language pamphlet. entitleds"For A Return puSssiA. 
To The Homeland" identified as number six published in July 1955 — me Aw 
and Humbers”Séven and nine published in August 1955. Translator GERM. 
TZIEREL GURMAN has advised that these pamphlets were published 
in Berlin, Germany and listed LefnU RA TOV as editor. Information - { 
regarding these pamphlets is being reported in a separate case 
-file, namely, SF 105-3297, captioned "Committee 'For A Return To 
The Homeland', IS-~R." 


LEAD 


THE SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) }------- 22-2 i1] continue to follow the activities of the subject et 
; through and established informants mentioned in this % 


reporte 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER dated 10/21/65 
at San Francisco 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FORM No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT : A N FRANG TSCO 


' 


REPORT MADE AT PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 
5 : . . - ca 


DATE WHEN REPORT MADE BY 
MADE 


San: Francisco | FE 24 1956 1/2632/1,13,15/56 _ - STANIRY F. FEVSTER ig 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


VICTCR MICHAEL, ARNAUTOFF, was. - | | INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


it} SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . 


Subject resides 1007 Washington St., Colma, Calit., y and employed as téacher 
of art, Stanford University. Requested and granted sathitical leave 9/1/56 
to 8/31/57. .Intends té stay about six months in Paris, France. for purpose 
of expatiding and systematizing his notes and knowledge of lithograph print 
f . ding from stones. Subject member of "The Eleven't Branch, CP, and attended 
\ three meetings during period December, 1955-January, 1956. ‘Attended three 
1 RAS Executive Board meetings during period 12/16/55-1/27/56, inclusive. 

\\ _ Re-elected President, RAS for 1956. Atténded-activities of CEI, CIS, 

_ at which he is instructor for Winter Term, 1956, NCPC and interested in 


A " ‘ publication "For The Return To The Homeland" published in Berlin. 
z_ ie bet ~P— — AGENCY kab — 
. he ASE REQ. REC'D —————5— 
le sceettyg, rf FORW. w=, 
< 2 (a ARS, HOW - 
‘ DETATIS s ; Yawn How FORW. _—@§ 


hee 


AT SAN FRANCISCO CALIF. 
. 


. The February, 4906, San Francisco Street Address. Telephone 
Diréétory ‘lists VICTOR N. “ARNAUT OFF. as residing at 1007 Washington 
Street, Colma, Calif s-and-as. having 1 jpeLephone Noe Plaza 5-072. 
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AT STANFORD, CALTPORNTA 

San Francisco T-1, who has furnished reliable information . 
in thé past, and who is connected with Stanford University, on 1/26/56 
advised SA FRED: R, ELLEDGE that VICTOR M. ARNAUTOFF continued to be ~ 
employed as a teacher of art at Stanford University. T=1 also advised 
that a request had been received from ARNAUTOFF requesting sabbatical 
leave. 


T=1 on February 1, , 1956, furnished: SA FRED R. ELLEDGE a copy” 
of ARNA UTOF 's letter dated January 205 1956, which is set out verbatim: 


"Dente of Art and Architecture 
Stanford University 7 


"Use to be made of sabbatical yeare 


"Tintend to stay about siif months In Paris, France, for the 
purpose of expanding and systematizing my notes and knowledge of 
lithograph printing from stonese _ 


UT intend to devote another six months to painting and study— 


ing the realist tradition in “American art of the past centuries . 
as it is represented in the museums of the United Statese . r 


“Enlarging ny Ingwledge” “in Both of these fields will : 
contribute a great deal to my teaching at Stanford. 


a>) 
"VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
(signed)! 
' T-1 advised that the University had sént ‘a Tetter to the - 

subject which was dated January 30,°1956, advising him that his request 
‘for sabbatical Teave had been aranted on tHe sole basis,that he had served 
a sufficient number of years to entitle him to such leaves , Tel express- 
ed the thought that this particular ‘phraseology wotild be: -disturbing to 
ARNAUTOFF ‘since it would strongly imply that his employment would not be 
continued. 
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LILLIAN OWEN, , Executive Secretary, President's Office, Stanford 
University, on February 15, 1956, advised SA FRED R. ELIEDGE that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF will be on sabbatical eave from September 1, 1956 to August ~ 
31, 1957, inélusive, and that during this period he will be on half salary 
which will amount to $187.50 per month, “he advised that before leaving 
on sabbatical leave, VICTC ARNAUTOCFF mast continue his present teaching 
assignment until at least June 13, 1956. 


AT SAN AN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


° San Franéisco T=2,° who has furnished reliable information in 
thé past, on January , 1956, advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had told 
him that there was a possibility that he might leave San Francisco in the 
near future as Stanford University might.not renew his contract to teach 
due to his painting of the caricature of Vice President RICHARD NIXON. 
ARNAUTOFF advised T-2 that he intended to request a one year leave of 
absence and that he plans to go to New York and look for a new job. 


| COMMUNIST PARTY, Ush . 
-_ The Communist Party (CP), USA, has been designated by the ~ 
Attorney General | of the United States ‘pursuant to Executive Order 104506 


“TH2 yeportéd that the sub ject continues to be a member of "The 
Eleven" Braiich of the CP of San Francisco and attended three such meetings 
during the months of December, 1955, and January, 1956. 


ng ’ 


The San Francisco Chronicle Newsbaper of January 28; 1986, 
Page |, Column 1, in an artigle regarding the California Labor School,’ 
reflects that’ Mies. FOREST Me. LJEFFERS, 581 25th Aven Avenué, a social “worker, 
joined the Party” (cP) in woh or 1915 and that lirs. JEFFERS testified 
at the current U. S. Subversive Wittiveties Control Board Hearings in’ 
San Francisco. Mrs. JEFFERS, according to the newspaper article, named 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, the artist Who started a local furor last year with a 
ored Lithograph of Vice President RICHARD M. NIXON, entitled "DICK 
C SI@AR! as being a member of the Party (CP). during the time of her 
memberships ee 
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_RUSSTAN J AMER D IOAN SOCIETY, INC. (RAS ) 


“The Russian American Society, Inc., has been designated by” 
the Attorney: General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 

'T+2 has reported that the subject atbeitted three meetings of 

thé RAS Executive Board during the period of December 16, 1955, to January 
27, 1956, inclusive, and on January 27, 1956, was re-elected as President 
of the RAS for the year 19566 / 
—— T-2 advised that the Executive Board decided that this organiza 
tion would celebrate International Woments Day with the Northern California 
Peace Council and’ that the RAS would try to show Soviet films at 321 _ 
Divisadero Street, a committee being elected to look into the possibilities. 


_ ..., GALTRGRNTA TABOR SCHOOL (C1S)_ . 
_ The California Zabor School has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10506 . 


“San Francisco T=3, who has furnished reliable information ~ 
in the past, on Jatinary , 1956, furnisHéd an invitation for a benefit 
for the CLS défense fund ‘to a house: warming to be held in Sebastopol, — 
Calif. on Decenber 17 (1955) at 8:00 Pu, "to meet VICTOR ARNAULOFF , well~ 
lnown for his drawing of ‘DICK bee SMEART", 


we 


San Francisco Tl, who has furnished Yeliable information in the 
past, on Jamary ly, 1956, advised that the Lebor-School Committee held a 
house warming on December 17, 1955 in Sebastopol, Calif., at which VICTR 
ARNAUTOFF outlined the history of the CIS. 

“’ San Fraticisco T-5, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, on November 30, 1955, advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended 
a présentation of "Ring “That Bell" ‘on Noverbér 27, 1955, at the California 
Hall, Polk and Turk Streets, San Francisco, which was given for the benefit 
of the CLS andthe "Daily Feoplés World" newspaper. Informant advised ~ 
that "Ring That Bell" is a series of sketches, songs and dances deSignated 
to refléct discredit” on the capitalistic form as a whole and the American 
system in particular., - 


| ake : _ 
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° Phe’ Fourth Report, Hotise Un-American Activities in California, 
194.8, Page 7, reflects” that Tamong typical examples of the Communist 
press and publicationse.ee. the ‘Daily Peoples World!." 
San Francisco T=6, who has furnished reliable information in the 
. past, on December 5, 1955, Furnished a leaflet of the "Graphic Arts Work: - 
Shop" advertising the 1966 art calendar of the Work Shop. The leaflet 
reflects that the calendar: includes art of a “number of individuals includ- 
ing VICTR ARNAUTOFF « 


- - 


The National Guardian of January 9, 1986, Page 9, Colum 5,’ 
contains a memorial portrait of "WILLIAM KERNER, young peace fighter — 
of the West Coast who died a year ago, drawn by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. It 
is one of the illustrations presented by 12 articles in the San Francisco 
Graphic Work Shons progressive calendar for 1956." 

~ San Francisco T.7,° who has ‘furnished reliable ‘information in 
the past, on _ January 6, 1956, furnished the "Winter Term, 1956, January 
15 = March 25". ‘schedule of classes of the CIS, 321 Divisadero étreet, San 
Francisco. This schedule reflects that VIOTCR ARANUTOFF wiil lecture on 
"The artist as social critic" at Open House January 15 at 8 PY and that* 
ARNAUTOFF is also listed aS the instru¢tor for "Fundamentals of Drawing 
and Painting" on Saturday marnings from 10: 99, Av to 12 Noon between the . 
period January 21 and March 2hie 

- San Francisco’ 7-8; who. has’ furnished reliable information -in ~ 
the vast, y on January 17, 1986, advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended 
the CLS Open House at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco on January 
15, 1956. . 


- CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY DEFENSE COMM@TTEE (CEDC) 
The California Emergency Defense Committee (CEDC) has been 
designated by” the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


a ete 


T-2 on February 1, 1956, furnished a mimeographed invitation 
Yio attend’a CEDC benefit to “be held at “the residence of VICTOR’ and LYDIA a ae 


SARNAUTOE 1207 Hashineben Street, Colma, Calif. on January 22, 19566 


7 BS , Vi CloR an ick ae Seana Tat 
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- SF 100-6359 


invitation advertised a full course Russian dinner « 7 

“Special Agents of the FBI observed that a nurber of people ~~, 
visted the residence of the ARNAUTOFFs at 1007 Washington Street, 2 Colma, 
Calife between 2:35 Pm and 230 PM on January 22, 1956. . 


’ NQRTHERN RIWGRN CALIFORNIA Pi PEACE COUNCIL (NCPC ) 


‘San Francisco T-12, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on July 25, i982, that the NCPC has as its primary. ob jective 
the agitation of all "peace proposals't set forth by the Communist Party ° 
and the NCPC was to serve as a clearing house for.peace activities in the 
San Francisco Bay Area and the eight Northern California counties. 


* San Francisco” T=9, who has furnished reliable information. in 
the past, on January 18, 1956, furnishéd a Christmas card addresséd to/ 
President EISENHOWER. hecording to the NCPC "Peace News": of December’, 
1955, the Christmas card was desi#ned by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, the NCBO being . 
desirous of having 10, 909 people mail. the above mentioned cards 
President. 


SISCRLZANEOUS 


San Francis¢o T10, a confidential source abyodd, learned _ 
from a reliable Source on August 2h, 1955, that WW, i.’ MAUHTOV on behalf ~ 
of thé Russian American Societyy 321. Divisadero Strest, San Trangisco, 
Calif. Had contactéd mr. MURATOV- in the Soviet” Sectors, Berlin, Germany. |/ 3,8 
According to informant,“/ {MUHTOV had learned fron a San Francisco Russian W329 , 
Latiguage newspaper of the existence of the newspaper "For The Return To The 
Homeland" and “desired to receive copies of the newSpaper for referencé 

purposes. inasmuch as the Russian American Society maintains a library... 


wa 


T~2 on November 4, 1955, furhished three issues of the "For The 
Return To The Homeland! which were dated July arid August, 1955. Informant 
advised that he recéived these publications from VICTOR ARNAUTOFF who 
requested that he give them to people of Russian ancestry. T~2 advised 
that he did not know from whom ARNAUTOFF received these publications. 
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San Franciscé T=11, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past’on January 12, 1956, advised that a receiption was given by the 
Polish Avbassador at the Mark Hopkins Hotel, San Francisco, on Decerber 
Wi, 1955, which was attended by a nurber of individuals including VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF . ; 
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SF 100+6359 
Date of activity Agent‘to File No. 
Identity of and/or déscription ‘Date whom ~ where 
Source of information Received Furnished Located 
SF T-1 Re sabbatical leave 1/26/56: Sn FRED R. 100-6389-2688, g9 
2/1/56 “ EBLLEDGE 
2/15/56 


- (requested name be 
kept confidential) — 


cP meetings Branch 11. * V4 
12/7/55 1/i/567 SA G.D.COAKLEY 
127 2T/55 | y " 
ee U/TB/SE 2/6 a 
RAS” ate Brde MBS / ee 
Tee 2/16/55 _ 1/56 " 
ee 1 13 56  2f4/56 " 
3/27/56 may 156 Fo - wa 
1/22/56 Dintier 2/T/S6F-— 
SOS. For Return to the. ae — 
SO Hmetand Ass orate | 
(OS m3 House warming 12/17/55 1/1,/86-48. 11.R .ADAIS 
‘Sk hee "Ring That’ Bell! 11/30/95/SA D.A.MERRILI 
= _ 1/27/55 | 
SF.T6 Graphic Arts Work Shop 12/5/55 / " 
| 1956 Calendar _ 


4 


SF TA? CIS-Witter Term 1/6/56/SK. SF .FEWSTER 


_ Schedule, 1956 
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name be . 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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 SFR/ig’ ~ 


SF 100-6359 


SF THB 


Tree quested her 


GIS Open House 
_.. V15/56 
identity be concealed) 


1/17/56 78h RR .BREWER 
T9 NCPC Christmas 1/18/56-SA F.S.PERRONME 

A (requested. 

A identity.be concealed) ; 

ON SF Be10 ; 

SF rea Reception ~ -1/12/S6/8A P.FLSHARKEY 100~6359~1663 

\ ) 12/11/55 by Polish 

: — _ Ambassador 

. SF 12 [ NCPC 

. Fisur 722/38 by SAs AIBERT J, LAVERY 


1/28/80%1 


SA W.LeWHITNEY 100-28875—95P17 
& STANLEY F. FEWSTER 100~6359-166h; 
~ Careful consideration has been given to each source concealédc 
ana T sywbols were utilized in “the report only in those instances where 


the identities of the sources must be concealed. 


The sub ject is a security index subject. 
on file has been reviewed and is correct and current. 
SAN FRANC ISCO OFFICE 


Security index card 
TREAD 


aA 


AT SAN FRANC ISC 0, CALIF. 


through|_ 
NW: 15047 Docldi?7 0066 6g 


mtinue to follow Closely the activities of ‘the sib ject ~ 


tanford University and established informants mentioned 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


-~9- 


SFF/ig 


SF 100-6359 
Report of SA STANIEY F. FEWSER dated 1/9/56 at San Francisco. 
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Rosen 
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Sizoo 
Winterrowd 
Tele. Room ___ 
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SAC, San Francisco (100-6359) March 7, 1956 
Director, FBI (100-47675) 


VICTOR MICHARI? ARNAUTOFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - . 
_. Reference is made to the report of Special | 

Agent. Stanley F. Fewster dated 2/24/56 at San Francisco, 
in the above-captioned matter, wherein it was noted that 
Arnautoff has requested and has been granted sabbatical . 
leave from Stanford University from 9/1/56 to 8/31/57. 
Referenced report:also noted that Arnautoff plans to 
spend part of thié sabbatical leave.in Paris, France, . 
for purpose of expanding and systematiszing his notes and 
knowledge of lithograph printing from stones. 


_ | The San Francisco orfiece should be alert to 
develop any information indicating Arnautoff's travel 

. plans and keep ‘the Bureau promptly advised in order that 
the Bureau may in turn keep appropriate Government agencies 
go advised. = °° , * —— 


oo _ Washington Field Office should check with the . 
Pasaport. Division of the State Department to ascertain 
whether or ‘not. Arnautoff has made application for a pass~ 
port for his contemplated travel to France. | For the 4 
information of the, Washington Field Office Arnautoff is | 
a Security Index subject of the 3an Francisco Office and | 
is a key figure in that office. Arnautoff resides at . 
1007 Washington: Street, Colma, California, and is employed 
as a teacher of art at Stanford, University, Palo Alto, | 
California. Arnautoff was born 11/11/96, Marinpol, = 
Russia, and entered the United States. at-Nogaleg, Arizona, 
5/23/31. He received US citizenship in US District Court, << 
San Francisco, California, 8/2/39. His wife, Lydia, who j) 
is. also.on the Security Index, was born 2/2/03 at Mukden, - 

oe XZ  RECORDED-95 
2Zec + Washington Field © pees 
ee "COMM == FBI 


“goL:piew/ . 
(6) \ 


NOTE: Stata, CIA, and Legat, *Paris, being advised soSaFEtoly spill 


| pyy-ureger lb 
Janz 1968) 7 AnH 75-1" 


4 


“ee 
7 
i , ‘ 


“| MAILED 26 


a, f oo. a Z — 7 | , - 
eaARGO MBI | 


Letter to uP nis A. PLrinn 


Security 
t of State 


2 Agent Stanley B. Fewster 
Boa» at San Franetsee. 


em 
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* 


Letter to Hrs 1 Beant Ae Pitan. 


i s8 of Seourity 
Department of State 


Report of Special Agent Stanley ¥. Féemster 
gate August 265. 49555. at Son EPGREISEOs 


rt Of Hpeciat Agent Stanley Be Fewster 
: ABS Sy, at San Eran 


“Bépone 6 of Special: Agent Stanley ret 
dated January : Boe Ege Ot San F Hraneh gas 


Report. of Special : 
gated Rebruary 24,4 


ested concerning 
if te be 


aavi aad of 4 ae ; 
abroads You: will. b 
infornetion eonee 


travel as. $t $e received. 


Phts tafornation 13. furnished por sane 
B Bot be disseminated, 


gent "BY couRrsR suavres 

Henanetets De Oe - | 
“Attention: Deputy Director, Plane. 

ATTENTION PARIS: 


Wo additional investigation ts being requested 
but the Bureau should be advised of any information 
coming to your attention regarding the activities of 
the subject while abroad... You will be advised concerning 
his contemplateditravel when more definite information . 
is received concerning same. Subject is on the 
Securit ty Indexes 


Enclosed for your information ts one copy each’ 


. ; -~ 4 = 
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Letter to Mr. Dennis A. Flinn 
Director 
Opfice of Security 
Department of State 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 


Subject on SI. Informa ti on concerning 
sabbatical leave and proposed travel to Paris, 
France, received from the San Francisco Offices 
That office has been instructed to be alert to 
develop any information concerning Arnautoff 's 
travel plans and to keep the Bureau promptly 
advised in order that the Bureau may in turn 
keep appropriate Government agencies 30 adui sed. 


‘s y ; : - . ra. —— aad - 
poe _ . ree 4 re Lew 
/ yy ; | a ~ \ 


| 
10047675 | | 7 
Dates. Harch 22, 1956 

Eee Por ir. Dennta &. Flénn ; 

. Dtrector a | a 
| Office of Security — BY COUBIER SERVICE. 
| . Departnent of State . 

$15 = 22nd Street, H. ¥. 
Washington, D. C. a 
Proms John Badger Hoover, Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subjects vero MICHAEL ARUAUTORE 
" ‘FNPERRAL SBCORITT = @ 


This Bureau haa. been: advised that a 
, Apuautoff, who ts employed as a ‘teacher of art ot. 
Stenford Untversity, Palo Alto, California, has 
requested and. has been granted: sabbaticel leape 
from thot University. frow September 1, 1956, to 
August 31, 1957. .Infornation has. also been 
recetued that Arnautoff plens:. t0 spend part of 
this sabbatical leave. in. Parte, France, for the 
purpose of expanding: and systenizing his notes. 
and knowledge: of Ttthograph printing from etonea. 


= ae  Bnelosed. ts. ene. copy: each. of the following | 
/ <Keports concerning Apnautoff for your tnfornattons 


Ngeport of Spectal Agent Poul Ge Fuller 
‘gated March: BL,. 2952, at San Franctsec. 


' Report of Spectal Agent. Stanley re Péuster 
dated July 14, 1952, at San Franctseo. y a c 


Beport of Special: Agent Stanley Pe Paley 
olson dated September 12, 1952, at San Francisco. 


Boardman an . \ g Qo" 
Nichols Report of Special Agent Stanley Fe Pénsted 
e : ee 


a4 at San Prancts¢o. 
Parsons 8 SH i PER 188 [06= ¥ PET, 7S AGP 
2cc =: Paris (U/Eneh 


Xe. 
as = 22) (Se em dlp 65 Pasge 3) 


Rosen 


Tamm =. 

Sizoo fi 

interrowd ec = Foreign Ligis ne Untt (Route throug, r DV. 
Minte Room ; b hr oP f “Bile ( A. Sf r Review) Z W7 
Holloman =” SEE. NOTE Ons reLLow PAGE .4 —_ Saar a “ pe 
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1 SEBNDARD Font wok ee | os | Ke 
| Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) pate: 4/10/56 
SAC, WFO (105-3728) 


VICTOR MICHARTOARNAUTOFF 
Is - oc 
00: San Francisco 


| ReBulet dated 3~7-56 requesting the WFO to check with the 
Passport Office concerning the subject. 


The subject's file in the Passport Office, Department of 
State, was reviewed by SA KENNETH J. HASER on 4-6-56 and was found 
to contain only information furnished by the Bureau. 


co Miss MARY BARRY, Passport Office, advised SA HASER on 4-6=-56 
that the Passport Office had no record of any application for passport 
on the part of the subject. 


. It is suggested that the San Francisco Office may desire to 
““S request the WFO to place a stop notice with the Passport Office to be 
advised in the event that he applies for or receives passport facilities. 
. RUC:. 
(Q\= Bureau 
2 - San Francisco (100-6359) (AM RM) 


1 - WFO 
KSH : NME 
(5) 
= Pp 
ie 
. HES |. |] te yy ap ae HS APR 13 1956 
\ _ - CNBAEBRIAE Comtuor we —_ meas 
BERLE. tn 
£Q 
(ye R 


oo ye ry, C 
63 APR 18 1986 a 
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lan ce +. Mr. Marquise 
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eo | | 2 
Oe | UY 
_ "SAG, San Francisco (100-6359) _ April 26, 1956 


pirector, Fer (100+47675)~ | b | 


RECORDED - 4 
VICTOR M, ARNAUTOPF 
TNTER NAL SECURITY = ¢ 


& 408 


Reurlet dated April 13, 1956, captioned 
as above. _ 
ghe 3 Bureau concurs with the manner in which 

_ you contemplate advising the Immigration and Naturali- 
gation Service (INS) at San Francisco of the availability 
and identity of various witnesses in connection with 
possible denaturalization proceedings against the 
sub ject. — 


You mention in relet that you will contact 
several former informants in order to determine their 
present willingness ‘$0 have their identities revealed... 


FOIA(b){7) - (D) }--You--a@lso noted in relet that INS would be advised as 
""---§9- the identity of | however, 
you do not indteate: that you aIso will contact. him for 
the purpose of determining his willingness to have his 
identity disclosed. You should contact for the. . 
purpose of determining his willingness © such disclosure. 


fhe disclosure to INS of the identities of 
the various informants, if they are willing to be. 
__identified, should not jeopardize any pending investi- 
7S gation in your division. 


| APR 26 1888 


NOTE. ON YELLOW: 


oe subject on SI. Employed as Art teacher, 
stanford University. INS advised San Francisco that 
subject was formerly citizen of U.S.S.R. and requested 
identity and available of various informants for wee 

in possible denaturalization proceedings) against th 

subject. Of 6 informants INS inquired about, tWedeetive 
and 1 is trash cover. San Francisco to advise INS former 


Tolson 
Boardman 
Nichols 


Belmont is actfi nd latter unavailable and ccan.t be recontacted. 
Wobr— Relet sta 6s Sen Francisco contacting ‘3"tio" Aeitiermine 
Parsoos willingness to ha¥e¢fdentity disclosed. 

Rosen RIM: maby » re “in 4 Va 
Sawoad A) ¢ pegle ie isk 


Tele. Room __ 


epee pS pase 196 her | MB 5 5 Jane 


a 


ro 


™, foe ~ - ae PO OR pare - - = = 
. =— : * a " eT 


aoe om 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 : yK 


“Offic Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO  .: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) ~ a DATE: April 13, 1956 


FROM v San Francisco (100-6359) 


3 


SUBJECT: VICTOR uARNAUDOFE, wa 


Is- ¢ ‘ 
% IgNS, San Francisco, by letter dated March.23, 1956, advised 
x that the Subject, a naturalized citizen of the United States, formerly 
a citizen of the USSR, is under investigation by that Service. The 


letter reflects that from reports of investigation furnished by the 
FBI, it appears that a prima facie case for denaturalization could be 
‘ established from the testimony of FBI informants, 


oo. IéNS requested that the identity and availability of the 
| following informants be furnished if possible, which are listed in 
|the following reports: | 


_ Report of SA FRED RY ELLEDGE,-dated- 112/19/hb-= -| 
inactive since 8/29/45) 3 
discontinued 1954). 


ae -Renortof SA STANIRY FP. FEWSTER. dated 10/31/52 - SF T-9 / 
. 7: whose 


ion SonceaTe at their request). 


Report of. SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER, dated 12/19/52 - SF T-4 


Report. of Sk ‘STANLEY F, FEWSTER, dated 8/26/55 - SF T-1 
active informant). 


. . \\ Report of SA stauiEy F, FEWSTER, dated 2/5/54 - SF I-15 


ae ‘ ent will be advised. “thal. is unavailable to testify 

and cannot ‘be recontacted; that _ is an active informant; that 

‘former |: |_who has been inactive since August 29, 1945, is , 
: who was former] 


employed ‘by 
‘ ii 9 6 A bk me . 
| | formerly » on March 
16, 1955, advised, bhat ,, except, in cases of major importance he did not j 
desire to have. nis adentity inévealed and did not desire to appear before 
\ hearing boards or exécute signed statements, fr3 


\V REGISTERED: ‘RECORDED: -14,__£¢ ue Oo - O =i 12s - | 
Sen rencis “14 APR 171998 | - 


San Francisco a iy : 
SFF:fd rr. ce é 
(3) 7 —— ~ A\\e ! 
_ NW: 15047 roca vit 197 . a s 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (1006-47675) 
FRO} : SAC, San Francisco (100-6359) 


SUBJECT: VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF, wa 
IS - 6 


April 13, 1956 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |---. ---------------- eee ee eee oo 
-_ rsonally contact 


The San-Franeisco-Office will pe 


their present willingness to have their identities revealed. Their 


desires will be respected and I&lS advised, 


The above has been set out in accordance with the Manual of 
Instructions, Section 107R, it being requested that the Bureau advise 
if the above meets with their approval, 
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to determine 


[nvestigative Period 


vase _ 


. Reporting Office 


SAN FRANCISCO” 
TITLE OF CASE 


office of Origin | Date. 
; - 3 Report Bade by 
VICTOR. MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. 


_ STANLEY F, FEWSTER . 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


\ 
oe INTERNAL SECURITY-C » 
| As if As J, ‘, A 


Synopsis: ~ . : . : : . Poof os 


Subject. resides. 1007 Washtngton-Street, Colma, Califomia, and is: 
member of "The Eleven" Branch, CP, and. attended ‘two CP meetings 
during the period 2/1/56-3/1),/56 inclusive. fart ded four..RAS. . 
meetings during period °2/3/56-3/9/567inelusive. Attended activities 
of ARI discussing Russian art 2/21/56" and activities of CLS. 
-Acknowledged receipt of newspaper. from. Committee for Return, to: the 
Homeland. Yo . a 


i 
| 
REQ. REC'D 7 a | 


i “P= AGENCY gh, SE 4%) fee 
S: oo DATE FoRW. 2/re 4S @-- ; 
DETAILS So WOW FORW, PR Se Gr oSS fof 
oo : : . BY ci Ase 260 0EO ny oo we ° iN 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA | ye ; 
. . - gr . 


‘The April, 1956, San Francisco Street Address Telephone an 7 an 
Directory lists VICTOR MSPARNAUTOFF as residing at 1007 Washingbonn 


hy Sesame cian naomscetmetenattn A 


(_SONPEBENTTAL 
- NO a Special Agent | _— i 
Approved : \. 0 : Lon Charce : . Do not write in spaces below 


Copies made: 256, N 


sy 
\SiBurean (100-17675): (REG) 
1-INS C-331663 (REG) | 
3~San Francisco (200-6359) Wh 3 


Pi aa 


Jo ty uN 2s APR 30 1956 
ol 7 _enenenye cone ae 


HEC 


| leh i 
S8uyIese < 
~ AMO he dL OOOO Pee TSS the Fer, “and mesener it nor its ail are or aT 2 


* fe U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:1955 O— 344750 , 


eee we oan et : _—. ; a ee 


wee ee : eee ee weet — a a I | 


SF 100-6359: 
SFF :MDS 


Street, Colma, California, and..as having. telephone. munber Plaza 50472. 


COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S. ke ‘(op’ 


ot 


The Commnist Party, U.S.A., has. ‘een d designated by the 
Attorney General. of the. U.S. pursuant to Executive Order 10150. 


San Francisco T-l1, who has. furnished. reliable information 
in the past, reported that. the Subject continues. to be a member of 
"The Eleven" Branch.of. the Commnist. Party of San Francisco and 
attended jwwo such meetings during. the period. from February 1, 
1956, to March 1h,.1956, inclusive. Op, \ CoP, YEM RE? 
. : 2 y owecemnormnetimtsstin inci 


Sreententntaeeim, 

SF T-1 on February 2h, 1956, reported. that.. GEORGE WILLIAMS 
lead the educational. on International..Policies. of. the: Administration 
at. "The, Eleven" Branch. meefing., on. February 1,..1956, which was cs 
attended. PY, the Subject.” WILLIAMS” ¢laimed. that ‘the rejection of, 


-  aebordiing to SF Tel, ‘icror Zouurore on February’ 1 
1986, “stated that information. régarding travel to the U.S.S.R, 
should be. obtained, as there.are.a large number.of people of. Russian 

degcentawhs. would like to visit pheir relatives in the Soviet, Union. , . 


RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY INC. (RAS 


— Sa 


€-° SR 


ERE a I 
ely HR 


_— the Russian American’ society, . ‘ine., has been designated 
by the “Attorney General of the U. Se. pursuant to. Executive’ ‘Ordér 10450. 


es an Francisco T-2 has’ ‘reported bn t the Subject. attended” 
“four” He’ eines of the Russian. American Socie ry Inc., during the SEs 
period-of February 3, 1956, and.March.9,/195G, inclusive. SF T-1 
on February .2h, 1956, advised that’ BOR ‘ON ‘AE gave a lecture 

at the RAS on February 35 1956, regarding the military campaign ed 
of Peter, the: “Great. SF T-1 also“ reported on. February 2h, - 19563. we 
‘NX 
NN! 


SF 100-6359 
SFF:MDS 


CAH, ’ 


that EUGENBAVDOVIN spoke on the customs and life of the American 
Indians and his experience among the American Indians at the RAS 
meeting on February 17, 1956, which was attended by the Subject. 


' Informant stated that he had learned that the RAS had decided 
to enlarge the Executive Board and that several individuals were to 
be contacted to. determine their views as becoming members. 
4 
VLADIMIR OUNKIN, . JR., im an interview on February 29, 
1956, advised SA R Ax E. TARLETON, JR., that he had been a member 


“LEA ARRAN TO 


had been a member of the RAS “prior rior to 1950. Mr. LOUNKIN stated that 
during his membership he did not believe that the RAS necessarily 
followed the CP line, although some of. their-a objectives at times 

were identical, such as seeking aid for the U.5. S.R. during the 
period of World War II. 


SF T-1 advised that "International Women's Day" was celebrated 
at the RAS meeting on March 9,.1956, , at 321-Divisadero Street at which 
Cy MARYSSHAPOVALOV gave a brief report on the history of today and~ 
Xb compared the poor, oppressed Russian women of the-past with the free, _ 
. | happy Soviet women of today. 
AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE (ART) 
OF SAN FRANCISCC — 


The American Russian Institute of San Francisco has been 
designated by the Attorney General of. the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 1050. 


So San Francisco Te2, who! has ‘furnished reliable info ation ne 
in the past,-on February 22° 1956, advised that ANNA LOUI 
lectured on "Soviet-Asian Friendship" at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, ak 
San Francisco, on February 17; 1956; whiéH lecture was- -attended ‘ ¢ 
“bythe Subject and sponsored by the ARI. ee NX 


San Francisco T#3, who has furnished reliable information 

| in the past, on January 16, 1956, furnished. an announcement captioned, 
"1956 New Soviet Color Film, American Russian Institute, 90 Mc Allister 
Street, San Francisco" which set forth the schedule of events at the 


SF 100-6359 
SFF:MDS° 


ARI for the period January 10, 1996, to March 27, 1956. The announcements: 
reflects that the film "All Union Art Exhibit" would be shown at 8 Dem, 
February 21, 1956, at. the ARI, the Speaker being listed as "VICTOR 

ARNAUTOFF, Artist, Teacher, and Lecturer on Art." 


_ San Franciseo T-h, who has furnished.reliable information 
in the past, on February 2k, 1956,. reported that. a movie of the "All 
Union Art Exhibit" was shown at the. ART,.90 Me Allister Street, on 
February 21, 1956, at which. Mr. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was introduced as 
the speaker of the evening. ARNAUTOFF gave a short resume of the. 
history of the Tretyakov Art Gallery in Mascow, describing 
Tretyakov as a-merchant..who.was. anardent..art..collector who had left 
his pictures to the city of Moscow. 


ARNAUTOFF stated that Tretyakov's main. purpose of collecting 
pictures. was.to free Russian art. from western. influence and antiquated 
ideas. It was. his desire. that no fee be charged..to the artists studying 
or copying the masterpieces... Mr, ARNAUTOFF commented on the movie 
and drew a parallel between the attendance. at. exhibits in the 
Soviet Union, pointing ont that. the movie which had been witnessed 
indicated that over one million two. hundred thousand had attended 
compared .to an exhibit held. in the De Young Museum. in San Francisco 
which drew.a scant twenty five thousand people. 


in the past, on March 5, 1956, reported that. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was > | 
the speaker. at the ARI, 90 Mc Allister Street,—on-the-evening of 
February: 21, 1956, when a Russian movie.captioned. "All Union Art... 
Exhibit" was shown. ARNAUTOFF described the current interest in 

art throughout all Russia and pointed out. the. great strength and beauty 
found in-thé Russian art of today, * ~~ | 


San Francisco T-5, who has furnished reliable information. " 


a He explained that the pictures that were to be observed‘ were 
entirely contemporary and. were drawn "after the successful. revolution.'! 
He ‘said“that classic art still hada. place. of respect. but’ that ‘many 
such pictures had been. taken dowh.tozmakesroom for the more modern 
artists. ” —— a up oF? ¢ 
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He claimed that the modern..artists. rebelled against the old 
classic. art of Italy and.France some time. ago.. ARNAUTOFF pointed 
out that many people. attended. the.opening of. the Russian Art Exhibit 
in. Mascow..and..indicated. that. one million.people. or more. had witnessed 
such an opening but that here. in America-if one hundred and fifty 
thousand people attended .an art. exhibit..opening. it-was an event 
unusual. enough to make the headlines. of. the daily newspapers. 


_ A Special Agent of the Federal. Bureau. of Investigation 
observed. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF at approximately.9 p.m. on February 21, 
1956,..addressing.a. group. of approximately 25 individuals in the. 
ART, 90. Mc Allister Street, San. Francisco. dete ty 


CALIFORNIA LABOR. SCHOOL (CLS) 


“The California Labor School: has. been designated by the 


Géneral of the United States. pursuant.to. Executive Order 


San Francisco 7.6, who: has’ fiirnished. reliable information 
ast,.on January 19, 1956, furnished.a mimeographed leaflet 


in the p furnish 
captionec ubyersive. Activities. Control, Board) 


a’ "Inside Story of SACB:( 1, Boar 
rivigs," issued by the CLS.. concerning, the SACB.hearings against the 
CLS Binder the caption, "Help .Us Build Registration for the Exciting 

New. Winter;Term™ appears. the name. “VICTOR. ARNAUTOFF" with a,group, 


of other.individuals. 


“aha 


inal : 

» San Francisco T-7, who hi 
“‘past,.on January 30, 195 
at the.CLS. on. January..2 
ressions..Be. Minimized..¢ 


\avised. that. Subject attended a. 
--1956,: the. lecture being’ captioned,” | 
Temporarily Averted." eos 


Jo ree=o"8an. Francisco 7-8, a Confidéntial source. abroad, “learned 
that ‘VICTOR ARNAUTOFF at 1007.Washington Street, Colma, California, 
and described as president. ofthe Hussian.American Society had 
thanked N, Ee MIKHAILOV of the Committee for.Return.to..the. Homeland, 
Berlin, Germany, for copies of ‘the.newspaper. received for the RAS 
Library. — 


axyei Tosa re eit te phe a 
ee 
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that. the work carried on by the. Tone committee is “the only valid 
solution of the question of the. so-called displaced persons and that 
voluntary. return ‘to the homeland is the best way of alleviating. 


the.. situation. 


The following testi on was. conducted. by SA, HENRY, D. 


‘The records of the San Mateo “county Voters Registry ‘on 


ere “125 “1956, reflected.that. VICTOR. M. ARNAUTOFF registered | 

on March 27, 1956, affiliated with..one. of the two major political 
parties and-that he. indicated.that: he.was.born.in.Russia and was a 
naturalized, citizen having been. naturalized. on. August 2, 1937, 


receiving Bertificate. Number. 4331663. 
>" t 11", : 
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Requested identity be 
concealed 


FOIA) -(D) Jo 


RAS, Executive... 2/2h/56. —"! 

Board meeting 2/10/56 °° >= enn 

‘RAS meeting.2/17/56 2/24/56 | 
v 


t 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
Date of Activity Agent to 
And/or Description Date whom 
of Information Received Furnished 


CP meeting. 2/1/56. 2/2h/56 Jo. Ee 
. FREEMAN 


CP meeting 3/14/56 3/20/56 " 
RAS. meeting 2/3/56 2/2/56“ 


RAS meeting 3/9/56 3/20/56 ~ 


FD-216 


File Number 
where 


Located 


lecture, 2/17/56 


ANNA LOUISE STRONG 2/22/36. S*. S, PERONE 


ARI schedule of. >. 1/16/86 f 
events, 1/10°- 3/27/56 ; 


ARI meeting..2/2/.,/86 2/24/56 hk . GRUSH 


ARI. meeting..2/21/56. 3/5/56 Kh F. FEWSTER| 
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SF T=8 


Llegat, Bonn, ’ @ermany . 


Fisur. 2/21/56 


- ; FD-216 
a ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE . 
“Date. of “Activity----- a Agent to File Number 
And/or Description “Date->---...whom where 
of Information .. . Received Furnished ~~ .-.Located 
Inside story of 3/19/86 ACS. PERONE 
SACB. Hearings an 
CIS lecture..1/27/56 1/30/S6“D. A. MERRILL 
100-6759-1709 


Letter dated 3/8/56 . vA 


ARI meeting..2/21/56 sf S. F. FEWSTER  100~6359-1689 
SA R. E. STEPHENS also observed Subject in = 


attendance.at this meeting 


Careful. consideration.has been given to the. 


use ‘of 7 ‘synbols. in. this. report. and.they. were. utilized in the 


current and correct. 


report..only..in those. instances. ‘where the identities.of the sources 


must. be concealed. 


The Subject is a security Tndex Subject. 


The Security Index Card on file has. been..reviewed and is 


LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Will..continbhettoe follow closely. the activities. of the Subject 
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FOTA(b)(7) - (D) } ~~~... 


) nd | | 
throuch sf at Stanford University. forzany information regarding 
the future plans of. the. Subject and through established informants. 


| | Re report of SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER dated.2/2h,/56 at SF. 


\ ; ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE ~ 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


| Office M 


TO : Director, FBI (100-):7675) DAT: ))/27/56 
FROM WRPSAC, San Francisco (100-6359) 
ie 2 Lue 
4 Susyect: VICTOR MICHARD-#ANAUROFP p-\ * O10 
| \ Is ="C “ ) SF 6 ASHE is \ 
| a 00: San Francisco Ave: O~ 


pathy, 6-25 Sb. egor 7 


ReWFOlet 1/10/56. 


It is requested that WFO place a stop noti; with the 
Passport Office so that the San Francisco UfFfice canje advised 
if subject receives passport facilities for travel, 


San Francisco has received no additional fonnation 
regarding travel by the subject to Paris, France, oany other 
country; however, upon receipt of such infomation,he Bureau 
will be immediately advised. 


; 2/- Bureau (1 oleae 8 hy et 
(- WO (1 0953720) CREGNA \0 78 WW n y 
\\ anBrcyeire © 


| \ SF es Yet Dal, I ‘ yf € 


| MAY 1 1956 
EX-129 ° - 
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TITLE OF CASE 


VICTOR ICHARIS ARNAUTOFF, was. 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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OF INVESTIGATION 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


GOO DPT LEO yy SS 
yo 94 eg? 


Cy pole 


vr 4 
SYNOPSIS: ; - ana = 
| \\ Conpipkxriag  Clssiffed heaibbedlyrcs 
SA, | \ ae ~~ —‘ Beeclassify on: , SADR 6/10: 
a a Subject resides 1007 Washington Street Colma, calif., 
4 and is member of "The Eleven" Branch ep, and attended 
. i four meetings during the period 2/29/56 ~ 4/25/56 


* inclusive. 


Attended two RAS meetings during period 


(5)- Bureau (100-47675) (REGIS. ) 
T - INS (C-4331663) (REGIS. ) 
3 = San Francisco (100-6359) 


3/23/56 - 4/27/56 inclusive and activities of ARI, 
“= CLS, and bafiquet of NCCPFB Bic | 
| ae \ AGENCY 0 SIT Ela pee | 
‘ fur | alin On at ee SS Go 
0 ~&S* a-s-| SD P HOW FORW. - aos ey 5-1 
NY Q oa . 
Tw Het DSTA ys, Jor 7 aah 
Ae Phte. ae Chie Oa op nenethey, af ZL Pr: ag 25) Y VA 
APPROVED Se AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW ZZ 
COPIES MADE: Z 


f 20-4 I 18| (TBE 4 
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4 JUN 27 1956 | 


Bo ws oR ie We 
Z 2NOAEWAIAE comune” | 
By wh BECD ~tB 


SRT TOE mone and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


Wu. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955—O—se2768 


6/25/56 | 6/15/56 
REPORT MADE BY _ TYPED BY 
SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER clw 
CHARACTER OF CASE , 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C By? 


INDEX-D_- 49 | 
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DETAILS: AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: 


The June, 1956, San Repncisco Street Address Tele- . 
phone Directory lists VICTOR MMARNAUTOFF as residing 1067 Lo 
Washington Street, Colma, California, and as having telephone’ 
number PLaza 50472. 

AT STANFORD, CALIFORNIA: 


san Francisco T-1 who has furnished reliablebS 
“information in the past and'is associated with Stanford 
University, on May 21, 1956, advised SA Fred R. Elledge that 
the request for sabbatical leave filed by VICTUR M, ARNAUTGFF 
has been under scrutiny by officials of the University, He . 
explained that the granting of sabbatical leave did not follow 
as a matter of course upon the completion of the required 
number of years as a professor or instructor at the University. 
He stated that sabbatical leave is not granted automatically 

as a right but as a privilege and that the situation prevalent 
to the granting of a sabbatical leave is that the leave must 
contribute to_the academic, betterment of the requesting 
individual, j|SF T-1 stated] that he and President STERLING and)es/ 
the Provost at Stanford University had conferred together 
concerning the ARNAUTOFF situation and it was their plan to 
question subject closely concerning his plans on sabbatical 
leave.. He advised that in the event his request for sabbatical 
leave is granted they contemplate advising him that his 
appointment at Stanford University will be terminated upon 
completion of the leave, 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: 


COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A. (CP) 


The Communist Party, U.S.A., has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450, 


. San Francisco T-2, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, reported that the subject continues to be a 
member of "The Eleven" Branch of the Communist Party of San 
. Francisco and attended four such meetings during the period of 
February 29, 1956, to April 25; 1956, inclusive gv 


SF T-2, on April 3, 1956, advised that subject briefly 
described the 20th Party Congress of the Soviet Union at the - 
_ meeting of "Branch Eleven" of the Communist Party on March 28, 
| NW: 15047796 000160 Page 210 
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RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC. (RAS) 

The Russian American Society, Inc., has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the. United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


SF T-2 has reported that the subject attended two | 
meetings of the Russian American Society, Inc,, during the 
period March 23, 1956, to April 27, 1956, eens) 

OR 


SF T-2, on April 3, 1956, advised that VI 
ARNAUTGFF, at the Russian American Society meeting on a 
March 23, 1956, reported that there would be a collection |“ 
made at the DU BOIS meeting scheduled for April 13, 1956, 
the collection to defray legal expenses of the California 
Labor School,{ 


SF T-2 advised that a Soviet film entitled 
"Tretiauoff Gallery" was shown at 321 Divisadero Street, San 4 
Francisco, on April 20, 1956, and that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF made 
a short lecture on modern Soviet art prior to the showing of* 


the filmy 
' Mr, WILLIAM FREDERICKAONICK, 26 Rocklyn Court, 
Contes Madera,—Catifornia, in an interview on March 22, 1956, 
by SA's Ralph M, Lingsey and Wayne K. Welch, advised he 
initially met VICTSO NAUTOFF during the early part of World 
War II when ARNAUTOFF was President of the RAS. He stated 
that his association with ARNAUTOFF was limited to contacts 
at RAS functions but that they were not socially acquainted. 
ONICK advised he affiliated with the RAS shortly after the 
beginning of World War If, his action being motivated by a 
desire to aid the American-Russian war effort. He stated he 
terminated his affiliation with the organization about 1946- 
1947 and advised that the RAS membership at the time consisted 
of persons who were interested in political affairs, Inasmuch 
as he was not concerned with political matters he discontinued 
his association with the RAS. 


Mr, ONICK advised he did not know if VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
was a member of the Communist Party and could not provide any 
information concerning ARNAUTOFF's present activities, 


CALIFORNIA LABOR SCHOOL (CLS) 


The California Labor School has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United Ststes pursuant to Executive 
) _ Order 10450. sgh peep 
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San Francisco T-3, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised April 19, 1956, that the 
CLS had sponsored a meeting on April 13, 1956, at the Whitcomb 
Hotel, San Francisco, the featured speaker being Dr. W.E.B. : 
DU BOIS, SF T-3 reported that DU BOIS read a prepared speech 
at the above meeting and stated that the United States was 
trying to preach democracy to the rest of the world, which the ) 
United States does not enjoy, and referred to the poor condi- 
tions in the southern section of the United States. DU BOIS 
also stated that Russia had better schools and teachers than 
those in the United States and “that our (U.S.) teachers are 
not allowed to teach what they want Yay 


SF T-3 advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended the 
above meeting. 


_ 


[San Francisco T-4,] who has furnished reliable 41 
information’ in the past, on April 20, 1956, advised that 
VICTOR ARNAUTGFF was present at a meeting of the Graphic 
Arts Workshop, 141 Valencia Street, San Francisco, an 
adjunct of the CLS, on April 17, 1956. 


San Francisco T-5, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on May 17, 1956, advised that a 7 | 
benefit was held for the CLS Graphic Arts Workshop on May 13, - ‘ 
1956, aboard the yacht "Wanderbird", which was attended by 
the subject. 


SF T-5 reported that subject at the above event 
handed out notices of an ARI celebration to be held in San 
Francisco on May 18, 1956; and that one of ARNAUTOFF's 
paintings was raffled off, chances costing $1 each, and 
that the proceeds were to be given to the ARI (&) 


San Francisco T-7, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on May 28, 1956, advised that subject 
attended a "Ship Frolic" aboard the yacht "Wanderbird" on 
May 13, 1956, under the auspices of the Graphic Arts Workshop. 
SF T-7 advised that the above affair was primarily social , 

_ho political speeches being made, and that various works of 
art were exhibited and sold, 
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AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE 


peeensearemtsSt. 


“OF SAN FRANCISCO” (ARI) ~ 


The American Russian Institute of San Francisco has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10150. 


San Francisco T-6, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, on March 26, 1956, advised that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFP attended a large athering on March lh, 1956, at the 
home of VINCENT and VIVIANRALLINAN“in Ross, California, which 
was a farewell party for Meridel LeSueur. An invitation to the 
above, furnished by SF T-6, lists the host as the ARI 


SF T-6 reported that MERIDEL LE SUEUR spoke’ at A, 
the above party and spoke regarding the Minnesota reception 
of the Soviet farmers who visited the United States in the 
summer of 1955 sey 


SF T-5, on April 10, 1956, advised that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF attended a party for MERIDEL LE SUEUR on March hh, | 
1956, at the estate of VINCENT HALLINAN in Ross, Californiaga 


CHARLES D. BLODGETT appeared before a public session 
of the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities in San Francisco 
on December 3, 1953, and in sworn testimony stated that MERIDEL 

m SUBUR was the wartime chairman of the Communist Party for the 
State of Minnesota. bs ~ oo 
RAR etCNE SEO . 


SF T-7, on March ll, 1956, confirmed that subject 
attended the farewell party on March , 1956, mentioned above fay 


MISCEELANEOUS 


Miss MARY BARRY, Passport Office, Department of State, 
advised SA Kenneth J. Haser, Washington, D.C., on April 6, 
1956, that the passport office had no record of any applica- 
tion for a passport on the part of VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFPFP 
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Mr. RALPH ANDERSON, QYustoms Registry, U.S. Post 
Office, Rincon Annex, San Fraylcisco, on May 7, 1956, reported 
to SA Henry D. Grush that & had observed a phonograph record 
which was addressaito VICTORVARNAUTOV, 321 Divisadero Street, 
San Francisco, which listed the return address as "Le Chant _~ 
Du Monde (The Song of the World), 32 rue Beaujon, Paris 8e,~ 
France» . 


San Francisco T-~8, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on May 3, 1956, advised that the 
annual banguet of the Northern California Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born was held at California Hall, Turk 
and Polk Streets, San Francisco, on April. il, 1956, and was 
attended by the subject 


The American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


Ban Francisco 794] who has furnished reliable LeéT 
information in the past, on April 6, 1955, advised that each 
local chapter of the Northern: California Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born (NCCPFB) executes the policy of 

the national organization in their respective areas and cam- 
paigns to prevent deportation of aliens, Another example of 
coordination with the ACPFB is periodic sponsorship of speaking 
trips of ABNER GREEN, Executive Secretary of the ACPFB. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


San Francisco, on April 27, 1956, requested Washington Field 
to place a stop notice with the Passport Office, Department 

of State, in order that San Francisco can be advised if 
subject receives passport facilities regarding foreign travel, 


SOURCES 
DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT FILE 
IDENTITY &/0R DESCRIPTION DATE TO WHOM WHERE 
GF SOURCE _OF_INFORMATION REC'D FURNISHED LOCATED 
SF T-1: Sabbatical leave 5/21/36/ SA FRED R, 100-6359- 
ELLEDGE 1739 
(Requested name be 
kept confidential) 
aE A 
SF T-2: Branch Eleven 3/20/56. /SA 0.5. 
CP meeting FREEMAN, JR. 
os i 2/29/56 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D) }--.... +=» Branch Eleven CP 4/3/56° SA FREEMAN 
“~~ ~meeting 3/28/56 | 
Branch Eleven CP. 4/20/36” SA FREEMAN (°) 


meeting 4/11/56 


Branch Eleven CP 5/2/56 VA FREEMAN 
meeting 4/25/56 


RAS Ex. Bd. 3/23/56 4/3/564f SA FREEMAN 
Showing Soviet Film 4/20/56 /SA FREEMAN 
"Tretiauoff Gallery"5/2/56 ° 

RAS Ex. Bd. 4/27/56 5/2/56 SA FREEMAN 
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SF T.4: W.#.B. DU BOIS 4/19/56 _BA F.S. 

4/13/56 meeting . PERRONE 

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ee 
7-7” |FOIA(b)(6) ee 

In view of }past mental history he constitutes a possible 


source of. embarrasment to the Bureau and therefore a "T" symbol 
was/ used. a 


{ 

SF T-l: Graphic Arts ae 1. /20/56,/SA DA. | 
; af Workshop meet- MERRILL 
\ ing 4/17/56 oe ! 

F s — = — — ae | 
Of T-5: "Graphic Arts Work--~-ly/10/5@//SA PAUL F, c} 
a a Shop meeting SHARKEY a 


. | ots Graphic arts ~~ 8/17/68 Wea SEARKGY 
ee Workshop benefit 
To 5/3/56. 


17/56 | 


| CSF e6: Party 3/4/96 > ~-..._3/26/56 /SA W.H. : 
\ [t Host.ARI Ooo. WEBB 
| SP P72: Party 3/4/56, 3/1L/56V 8A J. 
Host ARI an UNPHY 
“Wanderbird" 5/2 8/56 |/ SA. DUNPHY 
frolic 5/13/56 . To 
‘SF 1.8: NCCPFB banquet 5/3/56 V SA D.L. 
| & 4/14/56 COFFIN 
ADMINISTRATIVE - a 
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Sa Ident, NCCPFB 4/6/58 An W. 100-28875-16) 
hy RICHMOND 126 4 


=i/vE an 
Exact dates of the CP meetings were not set out in thes report 
in order to further protect the informant SF T=26 


Careful consideration has been given to each soureé concealed 

and the "I" symbols.were utilized in the report only in those 

instances where identities of the sources must be concealed. 

The subject is a Security Index Subject and his Security Index - 

Card on file has been reviewed and is current and accurate, 
LEADS 


SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION: 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: 


Will continue to closely follow the activities 
—of the subject through. 
lJregarding 


subject's request for sabbatical nave doy 


REFERENCE 


Report SA Stanley F, Fewster, San 
Francisco, 1/25/56, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
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INVESTIGATIVE ae 
7/2039/10,11,12 ,, Ui,18,18/56 
“TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
Sa STANLEY F, FEWSTER 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


DATE . . 
SAN FRANCISCO 9/21/56 


REPORTING OFFICE 


SAN FRANCISCO 


| O 7 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTCEF, was, INTERNAL SECURTTY @ C 


——"—“SYNOPSIS: 


Subject resises LOOZ.Nashineton Ste,‘ Colma Colma, “elif, Taught 3 quarters 
Stanford Universit ty prior 6/13/863 entitled one quarter of leave, "411. 
start sabbatical leave effective beginning. of Fall, 1956, “tanford tenn. 
Reported subject plans to open or hag opened alstt, shop in North Seach, 

~P, Is menber of “The Sleven" Branch CF a rLemled S meetings during 
period 5/9/56 and 7/17/56 inclusive. Attended 3 regular and h 
Executive Board meetings of RAS, Inc. and activities of ARI of SF, CIS, 
DFW, and Sobel]. Committee meeting, eas ption expired fe 
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Urs. THORS MSCHAK, 187] Sweetwood Prive, Colma, Californic, 
a neighbor of subject, on ° Septenber 18, 1956, advised SA SPANIZY Po 
FEvoToOR that Mr, and lirs, VICTOR ARNAUT CFR @ We ‘Ge side at 1007 
e sate Street, eee and that LY subj : 
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In September ety 1956, San Francisco street address telephone 
directory lists VICTOR M.VARNAUTOFF as residing at.1007 Washington Street, _ 
Colma, Galifornis, and assigned telephone number Plaza =O te. 


AD PA PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA: 


yo San Francisco: Tel, who has ‘furnished reliable information in . 

. the past and is a sociated with Stanford University, advised on July 20, 
1956, that VICTOR“ARNAUTOFF had taught at Stanford University for'three 
quarters-priorto.dune_13, 1956, and was therefore entitled to one quarter > 
of leave. T=1 stated that the subject is presently on leave and that in 
addition, it was contemplated that he will be granted sabbatical leave. for 
one year effective from September 1219565. $03 Bay August ust 31,1957 6 ae 


SF T=l ‘on September 10, 1956, advised that the subject will 
go on sabbatical leave at the be ginning of the 1956 Stanford 1 fall term). 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: 

Ao RCT SCO Tee, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, on June 30, 1956, advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had. attended a — 
Bay area Sobell committee meeting on June 22, 1956, at. which time T-2 . 
learned that ARNAUTOFF, a teacher at Stanford University, had been 
questioned by members of the Stanford University Board regarding the 
associations and organizations to which he, ARNAUTOFF, belonged. SF T=2 
learned that ARNAUTOFF had refused"to answer many of the questions that 
were asked and that the subject did not know how long he would be teach~ 
ing at Stanford University. . 


San Francisco 123, who. hag furnished. reliable information in 
the past,“on June h, 1956, advised that it is his opinion that VICTOR and 
LYDI AUTOFF will not Journey. east during the summer of 1958s as. origin= CAL. 

ally, plann anned. . a 


SF T=} advised “on “galy 18, 1956, that the subject | was on 
sabbatical leave from Stanford thiversity and that he plans_to open or 
has opened an art shop in the North Beach : section. of San Francisco. 

SF T=3 was unable to: furnish any additional information regarding . the 
art store. SF T=3’ advised on July 3, °1956; that the subject's wife, 
LYDIA, would have to enter a hospital som time during the following week 
for an undisclosed ailment. . 


\ 
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COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, CP) 


. The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the - 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10150. 


SF T=3 has reported that the subject continues to bé a 
‘member of "The Eleven" Branch of the Communist party of San Francisco 
_and attended-five meetings during, ‘the Period of May. Io: 19585 and 
_ duly 17,5. 1936,_Anclusi vey : 


. SF 143 advised on-June hs, 1956, that a decision, was made 
‘at the May 23,.1956, Communist party meeting of Branch Eleven to dis- 
continue printing ‘the Russian. American Society, ‘Tnee bulletin: "ZA MIR." 


- ~ . SF 13 reported that: VICTOR ARNAUTO ~the July 3 3,_1956, . 
CP meeting of Branch Eleven announced” that KLARSXSILBERSTEIN, a member.» ,. 
ussian faerican. Sockets Zne7ft%49), had demanded that the RAS dis- _ oe 
cuss. "KHRUSHCHEV!' $ ‘secret report to the Twentieth Congress of the Com= 
mnunist party of the Soviet Union but that it was decided to ignore the 
demand until confirmation of tha report was received from Soviet 
SOUPCES. . _ 


— a AMERTOAN SOCIETY INC. (RAS 


“The Russian American Society, Ince, has been: : designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
1050s : : . . 


—— SF T=3 has reported that the subject attended three regu= 
“Lar and four Executive Board meetings of the RAS, Inc. during the period 
May 11, 1956, and duly 6; 1956, inclusive. SF 13 reported that at the 


May 18, 1959, meetine-ft was agreed that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF would print 
- the’ ‘Ras a Se that arrangements would be made with the CA£- 


California Labo chool for further printings 


> - SF. T-3- advised that. the Executive Board of the RAS on 
July 6, 1956, ‘decided to increase the educational meetings regarding — 
Soviet life as. reflected’ in Soviet literature.» . 


_ SF T+3 on dune his 1986, advised that a decision was made on 
Nay 23» 1956, to ‘discontinue the: printing | of the RAS bulletins. ° 
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AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE 
OF SAN FRANCISCO (ART) 


The. fmerican Russian Institute of San Francisco has been 
désigatea by the Attorney General of the United States ‘Pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. _ . 


San’ Francisco T=li, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised that the subject attended the Twenty-fifth Anni- 
versary of the ARI of. San Francisco, which celebration was held on 
“May 18; 1956, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San: Francisco. 


. Sean Francisco T-5, who has furnished reliable information 
_-in the past on due 8, 1956, advised that subject attended the 25th 
’ anniversary celebration of the ART held at 150 Golden Gate Avenue , 
San Francisco; on May 18, 1956» 


San Francisco T-6,. who has furnished reliable information 

in the past, on. June 7, 1956,- ‘confirmed that subject attended the 25th . 

anniversary celebration of the ARI held at 150 Golden Gate Avenue , San 
Francisco, on n May 185 1956. © . 


"Special Agents of : “the FBI observed VICTOR ARNAUTOFF © to 
enter the ‘ART, 90 McAllister Street, San’ Francisco, at ‘approximately 
. Noon on valy. 3s 1956. , 


| a - : Lf , _ oo 
te rn Casa abioR-SoHO0R- 
IR es  SAn FRANCIS D 

Co "TF —— hae 
- The California Labor School has been ‘designated by the 
a ie General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
*"1OW50. | . ; 


oF Teh; on May 22, 1986, advised. that a . benefit dinner 
7 party was held which was purely social. aboard the "S S Wanderbird", 
“ Sausalito, Califormia, on May 13, 1956, T+ advised that the activity: 
was a benefit for the Graphic Arts Workshop, admission of $1 being. 7 
charged. ; 
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SF T+2 advised on ily 17, 1956, that a public meeting 1 was 

- held at #t6 California Labor School on July 13, 1956, at which JOHN a 
HORI EAMEOH was one of the speakers and spoke on "Culture and the - CH ke 
Future", in which he denounced STALIN and the murders that had been = ~~ 
committed under his regime. ‘TH? advised that the subject attenied the’ 
above meeting. ; ; , 


a oF Th on “July 16, - 19886, advised that the subject at= . 
‘tended a lecture at the CLS on duly 13, 1998, given by JOHN HOWARD 
LAWSON. 


_ San Francisco T=7, who has furnished reliable information | 
in: the past, advised on July 20,-1956, that subject attended a lecture | 
_at the CLS, 321 Divisadero Street; San Francisco, on July 13, 1956, | 
at which “JOHN HOWARD LAWSON spoke on "Some Questions of Culture". 
SF T-7 advised that HOLLANB BERTS, head of the CLS, spoke briefly 
- about the school and of JO! HOWARD LAWSON, describing him as having 
» been one of the "Hollywood . Ten" who had been sent to prison for a 
- years . 


San 1 Francises T=8, who has furnished reliable information ~ 
“past, advised on August 1, 1956, that.subject attended the ~~ 
MIKEMGOLD lecture at the CLS on July- 275. 1956, when MIKE GOLD told of. ’ 
‘ wis /econnection with the Communist movement in this country and its | 
.. beginning when it was called the "Workers Party". " GOLD reportedly i 
_ stated that he had seen Communism take | over Eastern Europe and. stressed | 7 
. the. gréat improvement that Communism is making for the people in. | 
*-: -gultural satisfaction and ° how these nations would soon. pull’ ahead of 
us * Matertaliys a : = 


Ts - SF nek ¢ on. July 29, 1956, advised ‘subject. eC yo 
’ lecture. at the CLS. on July 27, 1956, at which MICHAE LD,- the matin CAR 
‘speaker, lectured on "The Turning Point. in World Socialism". Accord= ~¥ 
ing to T-5,; GOLD stated he was born on the East Side in New York of -... . 
poor parents and in 191), when he was 17 years of age, he attended a PRAg 
demonstration. for’ the unemployed at Union Square 3 that it was there 
. that he joined "the movement". and after marrying a French girl lived 
in Paris for a number of years, GOLD claimed that Communism is . 
thought of differently in the United States than abroad and that one: 
- . out of every three Frenchmen is a Communist and in each family there 
is at least one. Communist. ; , 


ae 
aad 
- 


ae @5— 
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SF Th, on " august 8, 1956, confirmed. that VICTOR a 
ARNAUTOFF attended the lecture of MICHAEL GOLD on 1 duly 21 1956, 
at the CLS. ; 


SF T=7, on August 3, 1956, confirned that VICTOR; VA 
ARN AUTOFF attended the ‘MICHAEL GOED. lecture mentioned above 


‘> SSP ©) on August 6, 1956, advised that subject at~ 
‘tended a social which celebrated. the opening of the "Graphic Arts 
Workshop"; 271 Francisco Street, San Francisco, on August Ms 1956. 


DATLY PEOPLE! S WORLD (DPW) 


~ The-fourth report, UnAmerican Activities in California, 
for 1948; page 36h, reflects "The People's World is an official 
West Coast Communi st paper". ; ot 


ye "San Francisco T-9, who has furnished: reliable ‘informa 

‘tion in the past, advised on October. 20, 1955, that "VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 
1007 Washington ‘Street, Daly City; California" received the Daily 
People's World: ain oe it being indicated that the subscription 
would expire July 1 > 1956. ; 
tos - 


ing that S NELSCN and his attorney. would speak on July 20, CAL 
1956, at 8 PM’/at ky Page Street, “the meeting to be held under the 
sponsorship of the Daily People's World. SF T-6 advised that STEVE 
NELSON spoke, furnishing his life. history, which meeting. was at=.. 
tended *y the subject... 


ough August 1, 1986, furnished a leaflet reflect- — 


ais Qs oo oF T-8, ‘on july 235 1986, vised that SIKVE NELSON. 
Qu gle spoke at Druids. Hall, San Francisco Chily @ Street) on July 20, 
0° 1 ad -1956, the meeting being sponsored by the DPW,. which was attended by 
L the ‘subject. - ‘STEVE NELSON detailed his experiences at this meeting 
when held in Contempt: of Congress and the recent Supreme Court 
decision which had invalidated the charge on which the Pennsylvania 
authorities. had cited him. NELSON advised he expected to win his 
Case o _ 


SF tli, on August 8, 1956, confirmed that the subject 
“had attended ‘the meeting on 1 duly” 20, 1956, at Druids ‘Hall. 7 


. . aes abe 
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ce SF Ee on august’ bas, 1956, advised ‘that. the subject 1 had *. 
attended a nesting on duly 20, 1956, at Druids Hall at which STEVE 
NELSON spoke. SF Tx2 advised-that the collection obtained at the 
meeting was for the benefit of the defense of STEVE NELSON and for 
the DPW, a 


SF Ta2 furnished a leaflet captioned Wan Historic: 
Victory" issued’ ‘by the Committee to End Sedition Laws, 212 Forbes: 

. Building, ‘Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania" .. . This leaflet. pertained to 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court reversal of the. ‘State conviction: 
and twenty=year. sentence of STEVE: NELSON and thefact that. on 
April 2; 1956, the United States Suprene Court had upheld the. 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 


- SOBELL COMMTTER 


© SF Ta2- advised. on dune 30, 1956, that subject attended a 
Bay aréa Sobell. Committee meeting on dune. 22, 1956," at the Sir 
Francis Drake Hotel. ae —— a 


oo SF 78 on dune 26, 1986, advised that “subject attended a 
Sobell Committee meeting on June 22, 1956, held at the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel, at which speeches were given proclaiming the innocence 
of MORTON SOBELL and the ROSENBURGS (JULIUS ‘and. BEL), convicted of 
espicnage against the United States. . 


SF Teh on: July 5,° 1986, corif irmed’ ‘that VICTOR. ARNAUTOFF 
attended . the meeting: on dune 22, “1956, regarding MORTON SOBELL » 


et SF T=10, who has furnished reliable “information in the 
past, advised on October 31, 1955, that.at a meeting.of the San Fran- 
cisco Sobell Committee held October 17, 1955, at-930 Scott Street, 
San Francisco, a Bay area council was planned, with officers to plan 
policy,. activities, and disseminate information ; in conjunction with 
National headquarters. . 


~The "Sobel. News Letter", ‘official publication of the .- 
Bay Area Council of Sobell Committees, reflected that the "Bay Area | 
-Council‘of Sobell Committees" would now coordinate the work of seven 
counties in a forty=mile radius: around . San Franciscos. ; 
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. imact dates of the CF meeting were not se 
in order to protect the informanh, © GF Ta3. 7 : 


& owt in this report 


; Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed 
and °T" gyrhols were utilized in the report only in those instances 
where identities of the sources must be concealed, 


The cub ject. is. a Security Index subject and his Security Index 


Subject on 1/21/53 declined: to be interviewed when contaéted 


. €&, red or, file tae been reviewed and is current and correct. 


by Sag WILLIAM Bo DULION and STANISY F. FEWSTER, ‘There is no indication 


‘that subject has chinged his point of view and would consént to an 
interview with Agents of the FBI. 


and refused to discuss (? membership with menbers of the Board of 
Directors, Stanford University « 


a _ ; 


(In view of 


INFORMANTS . . 
Late of Activity _— a. 
Identity of and/or Vescriptien File Number 
‘Sources eee ee in OF Information _ ___ ihe re boca ted. , 
SF Tel. 
(lequedted. hema Be a 
kept confidential} Re sabbatieal leave  - LOO=6359=1782 


He continues his activities in the 
CF, RAS; Imo,5 ART of fan Franeisco and other subversive organizations 


Sobel Committee 
meeting 6/22/56 


CLS meeting 1/13f 56 


‘Steve Nelson meeting 
4/20/56 


past mental history, he constitutes a possible - 


source of emba rragemert to the: Bureau, For this reasén a “T" symbol. 


jas used ge 
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i INFORUANTS, “continued: 


saga _ 


Source, . 


FOTA(B))- (0) ~~ 8 SP-123 is. 


~~ -store.. 


oo Date of Activity. 
-*, And/or Description 


of Information, 


Fe Sabbatical leave 
and Plans re. art “ 


Branch: Eleven cP P neotings: — 


ar a 


6/20/56 


2/3/56. 
i a 


Ris meeting sriiser 7 
| 1 RAS Ex. Ba. 5/18/56" 


\ SP Pel is 


“RAS ‘meeting 5/25/56 
"RAS Ex. Bd. 6/1/56*" > 
" RAS meeting 6/8/56 >. 
“RAS Ex. Bd A 
RAS Exe Bd. 116/36 ~ | 


. “et: ~ 2Sth Anni oe : 
- 5/18/56 - ; 


“ GALS. party. Sf - | 


"JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, 


; _ Lecture 7/13/56 


“-oMTCHABL GOLD Yo i 
“iy Rectire 7/27/56 « 


£) >. STEVE’ NELSON m my ee 
» 720/56. / = 
| Sobel Committee e meeting 
22/56 a ; 


" Fyle®. Number 
“ . where _ 
Located ; 


a 100-6359.2780 


ve 9- aes 


ra | _spinvrsmeanivs PAGE 
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INFORMANTS, Continued: _ 


Identity of 
'. Source 


SF T-5 is 


\ SP ‘eB is 


SF 7-9 is Mr. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 227 - 


Date of Activity 
And/or’ Description 
of Information _.- 


ARI = 25th Anniversary ; 


5/18/56 +— 


MICHAEL - GOLD lecture 
7/27/86. — 


Opening. Gra hic Arts 
Workshop | ieee 


ART = 5 msc 


5/18/56 


STEVE NELSON meeting 


e0fs6 


Lecture 1/13/36, as 
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 


MICHAEL GOLD Lecture 
7/27/56 


MIKE GOLD Lecture 


1/27/56 ~~ 


STEVE NELSON mee bine 
7/20/56 — 


Sobell Coimi:ttee one 


o1eet28 


we 


__ADMINTSTRATIVE PAGE 


= 16 = 


File Number 
where 
Located 


61=369=1 B 8. 
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. INFORMANTS, Continueds 
Date of activity So File Number — 


Identity of — and/or Description : "where 
Source of Information . ; . Located 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D)}--... SR M1OGs) os 
a ee | 100=28875~252 


“ Spét check 7/31/56 ARI, 90 NeaLlister Street 100-6359-1785 fy re a 
SAS R. -E. STEPHENS 
and Ne FRYE | | 


TE AD S_ 


1 “Sat FRANCISCO DIVISION 


ON ar SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


ON wu continue to closely follow the activities of the 
subject through 
regarding subject's sabbatical leave. 


REPERENGE 


_Report of SA STANLEY Pe "RENSTER, 6/25/36, ‘San 
Franciscoe 


| | _ | ADMINTSTRATIVE PACE 
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Routing Slip 


FD4 @is-my | * @ Date aan | 
To n . ; 


| + voctor | Bureau LOO-A7675 
[*X] Director FILE # SoR TOOLS ses 


Cs ~ Title VICTOR MICHARDL ARNAUTOFF 


CI] SHOM0 ooo. .ee cece ceesce cesses cece 


| 08 5 oe 
ACTION DESIRED 


Reassign to... eceees C Tinitiat & return. C_Topen Case 
ssa sase sees ssssssssnseseteeceneees L—) Search & return CJ Expedite 
Send Serials oo... Co] Recharge serials (271 Correct Please 
seseeeseenetenseessuitesssasasasaeustsninensen Co] Prepare tickler CTcalt me 
Submit report by ..........0........ [_TReturn serials” LC Isee me 
vevesssttsintetiaeesetiesettinesesinaseten L—| Acknowledge ; [Type 
(_] Submit new charge-out . . C_lBring file Coie 
[leads need attention [~ ]Delinquent : 
[1] Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. | 


Reference report of SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER dated 9/21/56 
above subject. , 

Please correct in ink, page 6, paragraph 7, to reads 
(44 Page Street). ova’ 
S.F. copies and INS copy has been corrected¢Gs 


Thank you. g 


| | Sve 
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Cor ae Perret erie rns. seh rs | Pree re 


oO 
@ | Ofice ne Sean SAAS 


ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU: 
PROM SAC, SF (100-6359) 
One (1) vhoto of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
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Oe Memorandum ° UNITED SVATES GOVERNMENT 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) — DATE: 10/10/56 


! 7 lb, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) | | 


ms 5 | 
SUBJECT: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. 
Is - ¢ 


Rerep SA STANLEY F. FEWSTER, dated 9/21/56, ! 
at San Francisco. 


Enclosed herewith are five copies of amended | 
| page 1 and five copies of amended page 8 as requested 
by Form 0-17, dated 10/5/56. 


Amended pages have been substituted in SF 
file 100-6359 and a copy of amended page 1 is being 
furnished INS, San Francisco. . 


| . KP / 
Also enclosed for the Bugedu is one copy JA \ 
of a photograph of VICTOR MICHARLAARNAUTOFF, believed, i ON 


to have been taken in 1947, which bears a very good 
likeness to the subject at the present time. Aarscxt 
@>- Bureau (Enc. 11) (Reg.) ser. /7/ Be MAR, Marin Pak, Re Si 
- F i L 
1 san Francs soy io oS f iy cD im SE a RES 100 Wasi intToAt Steecl, 
SEF/jr_ S T | Cokma, CALLE 
(3) & wACUED 
a ae ATLAS L 
S gee pe ” a 
ip 
wt 
| INDEXED <¥ OO -'476 7S —/ 7-l 
NOT RECORDED : 
16 OCT 1'7 1956 
| 
: } 
| es f iy) 
: “LF \ 3 
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OFFICH MEMURANDUM - UNITED STATES GUVERNMENT 


ye DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7582) DATE: November 21, 1954 

v 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED HCUA HBARTNGS 
- SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


Remylet 10/29/56, 


On 11/13/56 WILLIAM WHEELER, West Coast 
Representative of the House Committeé on Un-Aitierican 
Activities (HCUA) furnished additional information 

- concerning the proposed hearings of the HCUA scheduled 
to be, held in San Francisco on December 10 and 1l, 


1956. 


SF let 6f 10/29756 adviséd the Bureau that the 

HOUA planned to issue aq subpoena for LAURENT FRANTZ, 
Bureau file 100-20023, On 11/13/56 WHEELER advised 
that FPRANTZ would be Subpoenaed: for an executive 
session of thé HCUA to be held after thé completion 
of the San Francisco hearing, However, if FRANTZ 
publiciziéd the fact tmt he has beén subpoenaed he 
will probably be called to testify at the public | 
hearing scheduled for December 10 and ll, 1956, 


"THe HCUA also plans’ to havé FRANTZ testify at 
a , hearing concerning the operations of the Fund 
For the Republic to bé héld back East possibly in 
Washington, D. CG. at a later date. 


2- Bureau (61 1-7582) (AM) (REG) 

l- Bureau. (100~20023) (LAURENT rasta) (an) (HEC) 
l= Bureau (10011197) (ELSIE ApOX) (AM) (REG) 

4D Bureau (100-1.7675) (viotuRS RNAUTOFF) (AM) (REG) 
i= San Francisco (100-32752) (LAURENT FR FRANTZ) 

l- San Francisco (100-20596) (BLSIE FO} 

l- San Francisco (100-6359) (VICTOR ARNAUDUFR) 
le San Francisco (100+36985) 


~ 


1aS/Ips #9 ae ae -— Lf TTS 
9 __ 
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FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCU (100-36985) ye /- U4) 


jbo 


“s 


t 
be 


Lil. Voryn- 32F)/ 
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ORIGINAL COPY F 


TO: DIRECTOR, FRI (61-7582) 
FROM: SAC, SF (100-36985) | 
RE; PROPOSED HCUA HBARINGS 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 

‘In addition to the individuals named in SF 

let of 10/29/56, WHEELER advised that the following 
individuals will also be subpoenaed to appear at the 
‘San Francisco public hearing: 


ELSIE FOX, Bureau fils 100-1917, San Francisco 
File 100-20596, Bureau is peferred to report of 
SA EDWARD C, RUDIGER, captioned ELSIE MARY 
FOX, nee GILLAND, dated 11/13/56 at San 
Francisco. : ; 
a) 


VICTOR MICHAED-ARNAUDUFF, Bureau file 100-4.7675, 


San Francisco file 100-6359. Bureau is 
réferred to report of SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER 
cOnceriiing this subject, gated 9/21/56 at. 


San Francisco. 
“San Francisco will furnish additional 

information to the Bureau concerning the forthcoming 

hearings of the HCUA,. - 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 233 _ - 2 « 


@ 
y 
q 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


end 
Report Form 
FI}~72 (5-12-85) t 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOCY 


11/27, 28/56 


__R REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE 


SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO NOV 30 1956 
__TITLE OF CASE 7 REPORT MADE BY 
. SA STANLEY F.. FEWSTER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


p | — ets _ er 


TYPED BY 


rae Lu 


Subject resides. 1007 Washington St., Colma, Calif. 
Caliber: of Subject's work reportedly picked up from 
‘technical standpoint since interview by Stanford 

University Faculty. One informant’s opinion Subject 

will be offered.renewal of contract at Stanford 

University. Subject is member of pine Flevéen Branch", 

CP and attended three meetings during 9/56 and |... 
10/10/56, inclusive. Attended two regular and four 

Executive Board meetings RAS, Inc. and activities of 

DPW. Listed as instructor nfhe Graphic Arts Workshop", 

271 Francisco St., SF, and as a sponsor of ACPFB. 


ee 
r acency LA 


REQ. REC'D _.—_______— 
_ DATE. FORW. LAL : 
HOW, FORW. 
BY SE 


REQ. “REC'D-//—=C 0 Yds 
ee ae ge 
ep ee Fp 7 


a SPECIAL AGENT ~ 
_ APPROVED A > - IN CHARGE 


7 Pures (100-47675) (Reg. ) 


_ B 2 DEC a2 1956 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—60637-4 


ee 490-6355 —_ 


peTATLS: 


“San: Franeisco Tl, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on October 3, 1956, advised 
SA DONALD ’L.. COFFIN that the Subject Gontinues to | 
reside at 1007. Washington Street, Colma, California. 


|The November, 1956 San Fr@iseo Street Address 
Telephone. Directory lists VICTOR M. TAUTO 
residing.at 1007. Washington Street, telna. california, 
and assigned: telephone number PLaza 5-0472 0 . 


- San Francisco f-2, who has furnished reliable 
information in:the past and who is associated with 
Stanford, University,, Stanford, California, on 
September 24,.1956, advised SA.FRED Re ELLEDGE, that 
the matter. of. ARNAUTOFF2.s-contract- would-be~presented 

to the Academic Council of Stanford University w within 
the “next—two-weeks, SF T=2 reported “that in order to 
terminate ARNAUTOFF'scontract.,it—would be - be necessary 
‘that_he be notified one year before his 3; discharge. and, 
therefore, this: matter will come up for an n immediate 
hearing t I ER oe 


arene 


sts, 


_. San ‘Francisco T=3, who has furnished reliable 
information.in the past and whe is associated with 
‘Stanford # Bpiversity, | on October 11, 1956, advised that 
those at (Sanford University who have studied the case 
of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF are satisfied in their own minds 
that ARNAUTOFF is a tommunist, but they have no proof 
whieh ean be. used before the University Faeulty 
Committee. - 


SF To} stated that sinee ARNAUTOFF: was. inter 
viewed by the University Faculty Committee and by the 
President of the University, his ealiber of work at — 
the University has picked up from a technical standpoint. 


~ 2 @ 
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He said he had no complaints on ARNAUTOFF's work at the 


University from either a technical standpoint or that 


he was in any way. attempting to inject his own philosophy 
and. propaganda’ into his art classes. 


SF T-3 further stated that. ARNAUTOFF has no 
outside dati venes on the students because he lives 
in San Franeisco and commutes to the: classes and no 
students. contact. him. at home or after hours. 


In. conclusion, ‘SF T-3 indicated that it was 


ree, opinion that ARNAUTOFF would be. offered a renewal .. 


of his contract cat ‘Stanton ATT Onatey: 


Commu qn ist. . Part, ne C 

Ly ‘The , USA has been desta cee, by the Acboney 
Gonarat of the. United States roe: to Executive 
Order asia ; 


‘san Francisco “tek, who has ‘furnished reliable 


| information - in the past, has reported that the Subject 
' ¢ontinues: to be: a. member of "The Eleven Branch" of the 


GP of San Franeisco and attended three such meetings | 
during the. period epEtemeery 1956 to and ineluding 


‘October 10, 1956» 


. The RAS, “Ine. has bead: designated by the Attorney 
General. of ‘the United ehetee Pcl te Executive 
rae 10450... ge 8a by 


SF. T-) | nae reported that the Subject attended . 
two regular and four Executive Board meetings of the 
RAS, Inc..- 2 8s the period September 7, 1956 and 
“anglyelve . 
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‘SF T-4 on September 19, 1956, advised SA ORLAND E. 
FREEMAN that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF on September 7, 1 
reported that General VICTOR YAKHONTOFF would deliver a 
leeture on October 6, 1956, under the sponsorship of the 
RAS, Ine. and again announced the lecture at a meeting 
of the RAS on September 14, 1956. At the latter meeting 
ARNAUTOFF described the poor financial condition of 
the RAS and:. asked for donations. 


: [a 

The "Daily People’s World", a West Coast — cuseee 

communist - -newspaper in its issue of October h, 1955, a A % 

Page 7, gol wit ar Carried an item which epee re ble 

General OF7 YAKH as a former Czarist military ie 

attache in Tokyo, Japan and a member of the Russian S PERL EX Z 

Impérial General Staff in “World War I. The articke* oy 

reflected that he has been a'U. S.' citizen. since 1918 

and. according to the article, he is a sympathetic and TL 
7) 


5 Bainstaking student of the Soviet O88 a 1/ MMR LitM S021! 


TS TL 


Mr < HERBERT. SIGRAND, Assistant “Manager, 
Bellevue Hotel, Geary and Taylor. Streets, on September 21, # 
1956, advised $A ALBERT Jo. LAVERY that an: individual who 
identified himself as VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had appeared at 
2230 pom..on. that: day and made arrangements to hire the 
hotel auditorium for. Saturday, October. 6, 1956. 
ARNAUTOFF advised Mr.. SIGRAND' that he was reserving the 
-spaee for the. RAS of San Franeiseo, which organization | 
planned to hold a program on October 6, 1956, to be 
attended by approximately. 80-100 people. The principal 
speaker would ‘be General -VIGTOR: YAKHONTOFF . 


SF T-h on. October 2, 1956, advised SA ORLAND E. 

FREEMAN that he had. learned that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 

‘at the RAS Executive Board meeting on September .21, 
1956, had.diseussed the contemplated meeting at which 
General VICTOR YAKHONTOFF was to speak and the fact — 
that the RAS Executive Beard had deeided to advertise 
the meeting as ‘sponsored by the "Russian Committee of 
Friends: of" ‘Peace. we 
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SF. Th on October 31, 1956 reported to 
. SA. ORLAND Bi. FREEMAN that General VICTOR YAKHON TOFF 
had no. official connection with the RAS, Inc. . 


- $F T-1 on October 3, 1956, exhibited to 

SA DONALD L. COFFIN an invitation dated October 1, 

1956, inviting the recipient to a dinner in honor. 

of General VICTOR YAKHONTOFF to be given at the home 

ef the ARNAUTOFFs, 1007 Washington Street, Colma, 

California, at 7: 60 pmo, October 7, 1956. 

invitation listed the dinner as being for the benefit 
of. the RAS and..requested the recipient to bring their 

friends. The cost of the dinner was listed at $1. 50 

per Persone: 


” SF. Tek on. October 16, 1956, advised SA 
ORLAND E. FREEMAN that VICTOR "ARNAUTOFF at the October 12, 
1956, meeting of the RAS, gave a report on the Suez 
situation, starting with the history of the building 
of the Canal and gradually led to the present day 7 
events. According to ARNAUTOFF, Egypt had a perfect 
right to take possession of the Canal and will hold 
it with: the help of the Soviet Union. 


SF Tok. on. this date also advised that Subject 
had made a trip to the area of Kerman and Fresno, 
-. Galifornia and had. contacted several farmers in order 
to obtain funds for the RAS. Aecording to SF. T-4, 
the persons contacted were unable to make. any 
donations .at. the time, but promised to send a total 
of $50.00 at. the earliest opportunity. 


California Labor School (CLS) 
The ‘CLS has been designated by the Attorney 


General of ‘the’ United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10150. ' 
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- San Francisco r-5, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on September 22, 1956, furnished 
to SA FRANK S. PERRONE, a mimeograph leaflet reflecting 
"The Graphic Arts Workshop Announces a New Art Center, 
271 Francisco Street", which leaflet listed VICTOR — 
 ARNAUTOFF as an. instructor in the print workshop. 


oS San Francisco T-6, San Francisco T-7, and 

San Francisco T-8, all of whom have furnished reliable - 
information in: the past, on September 18, 28; October 10, 
1956, furnished copies of the above leaflet to SAs 

FRANK So PERRONE, DIRCK A. MERRILL, and ROBERT Ro 
BREWER, respectively. 


: = SF T=8 advised that the Graphic Arts Workshop 
is reputed to be’ an adjumet of the CLS, and advised 
that the copy furnished by SF Tf-8 was obtained at the 
CLS, 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco. ; 


Born (ACPFB) 


American Committee for Protection of Foreign 


_ The “ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney 
General of .the. United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 104500 : : 


(San: Francisco 1-9, who has furnished reliable | 
‘ inPormiation, in the past, on September 25, 1956, furnished 
SA HENRY D. GRUSH an undated letter on the stationery 
of .the "ACPFB" which letterhead lists the officers and 
a partial list of sponsors. Among those listed under the 
partial list of . sponsors. is "Dro VICTOR ARNAUTOFF™ . 


- The above list is an appeal to end the “system 
of Immigration and Naturalization Service Supervisory 
Parole by writing letters to the President protesting 
the treatment. of ‘the foreign born, In addition, an 
appeal for: funds is: made « ° 
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Daily People's World (Pw) 


The Ath report Un-American Aetivities in California 
for 1948, page 364, refleets the People's World is an 
official West Coast communist: paper. 


: _ San Francisco. T-10, whe. has furnished reliable 
information in. the past, on * September 17, 1956, advised 
SA DIRCK A. MERRILL that the DPW bazaar was held on 
September 14-16, 1956 and that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had 
attended the bazaar on one of the above dates. - 


San Francisco: T-l1l, “who has furnished reliable 

information. ‘in the past, advised SA RONALD 0. STAMP on 

Sewsember 18,. 1956, that the DPW bazaar was held in the 

, basement of the California Hall, Polk and Turk Streets, 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 1h-16, 1956 


to raise money for the DPW newspapers ° 


. a SF. T-ll.advised that he visited the bazaar on the 
evening of September 15, 1956, hi time he observed 
ARNAUTOFF. among those at the bai 


Ri 


SF T-1. on. September 5, | 
DONALD L. COFFIN an. invitation 
attend a "Trip to the Grand Cany 
on eolor slides and a running exp 
the showing", to be held at VIC4%S and LYDIA'S, 1007 
Washington. Street, Colma, galifornia, at 8: 00” Pom. On| 


Apacer ke 


wich "he had received to 
pn, artistically recorded 


_~Kugust 11 (1956). “The party was to be given for the benefit- 
of the. Progressive Prestee sy a) ~.R iett BE BRMLBIT OF RP 
Fefers 


SF T-l. repor fedothat the above reference 
rDEAY MAUAUTOFE who reside at the above 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 240 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 7 ae 


mo! 
CG 


SF 100-6359 
SFF/jr 


reported that Subjeet at the meeting 
of the "Eleven Branch" of the CP on September 12, 1956, 
stated that it was. his opinion that we (CP members) 

are wasting time working in the RAS. He stated that 
they could not do any political work in the RAS and 
believed. they eould spend their time more profitably 
working. in. ‘Some’ other mass organization. 


- ARNAUTOFF proposed that he should confer with 
party. leadership. and explain the situation and that — 


the CP could make the decision, if we (CP members) 


should stay in the ‘RAS or transfer te some other 
organization. 


- ‘Informant. reported that it was decided that 
ARNAUTOFF . would . contact OLETA YATES of the CP of San 
Francisco. 


advised that Subject at the necting 
ef the "Eleven Branch" of the CP on September 26, 195 
reported.that OLETA YATES was out of. the city and that. 
he did not ‘know when. he would be able to discuss the 
abave matter. with. here. 


“Exact. dates. of the CP meetings were not Set 


out in this report in order to protect the informant, 


AlL ‘information reported by SF r-h was obtained 
as a result of his. attendance at GP and RAS meetings 
and the fact that SF T-4 is a member of the Executive 
Board of the RAS . 


Information obtained from SF f-1, SF T-5 through 
SF T-9 was obtained as a result of receiving literature 


reflecting ‘the. information reported in the details of | 
this report o 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
ge 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000160 Page 241 


SF 100-6359 
SFF/jr =| 


SF 7-10 and SF T-1l furnished the information 
appearing in this report due.to the faet that each had 
observed: the ‘Subject. in attendance at- the DPW bazaar. 


: The Subject is an SI subject. His SI card on. 
file has been reviewed and is current and correct. 


Subject 's photograph on file bears a good likeness. 


a Subject: on January 21, 1953, declined to be 
interviewed, when contacted by $As WILLIAM B. DILLON and 
‘STANLEY. F,.FEWSTER.. There is no indication that - 

Subjeet has: changed his point of view and would consent 
te an interview with Agents of the FBI. 


| Subject’s ease has been re-evaluated, it being 
determined that he meets the present eriteria under 
the SI program. 


oo Date of Aetivity : | 
Identity of | and/or Deseription File No. 


Souree__ _of Information __ Where Located 


FOIA(b)(7) -(D) }---s2sccu2---2-- SR az 2 ee - 8/11/56, “Progressive - 


Press benefit 


10/7/56, RAS benefit 


* dinner 100-6359-1835 
SE Te2, | | | 
Requested name be. ; oo 
kept confidential. - Ce 1 00-6359-1814 


| ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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_ . | Date of Activity _ | 
Identity of Se and/or Deseription | File. Noo 
Source of Information Where Located 
SF T-3, 


Dre WALLACE STERLING, 

~-President. of Stanford —_ 

ae University. T symbol... Info furnished SAC 
sss. Biven due to position. _ WILLIAM M.. WHELAN - 100-6359-1823 


PN ~ SP: Tok. a Branch Eleven 
— oo, CP masting . 9/12/56 


nm 8 9/26/56 
n  #® -¥6/10/56 


Sse Page 10a) 


“SF Pn5 ; a 


CO tn view Pot | past mental-history, he 
eonstitutes a possib! -e. source of embarrassment.to the 
\, Bureaus ». For this reason, at symbol was used. ~- 


SF 8-6, 


“Requested name be Kept 
* \) Genfidential . . 


a SF. 2-7. 


2 
gp pea. 


SF ‘29 ry 


/100-6359-1A(39) 


SF T=10. 


SF T-ll, 
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SF R/S _ 
Date of Activity 
pdentity of and/or Deseription File No. 
Source of Information Where Located 
SF Toh (conta) RAS Bee Ba. | 
. . meeting 9/7/56 
RAS meeting 9/14/56 
RAS Exe Bd. | 
a —— meeting. 9/21/56 | 
FOIA(D)(7)=(D) J ae 9/28/56 
-RAS Ex > Bde 
meeting 10/5/56 
n n 10/12/56 
. ae : - ~1l0ae | 
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- Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in this 
report only in those instances where the identities of 
the sources must be concealed. 


LEAD: 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION . 


7 . At. San Francisco, _California 


FOIA(b){7) = (D) f-------------. : Wall continue to ¢losely follow the activities 


ofthe. ‘Subject through 


REFERENCE : re we 


ah { 
. Report of SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER, dated 9/21/56, 
at San Francisco. _ 


-ill-. 
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| Office Memorandum + " “UNITED. STATES. GOVERNMENT 


To + DIRECTOR, EBE (20047675) f DATE: V/2/50 


a0 SAC, WFO. “(os 3728) 


’ SUBJECT: “VICTOR M. an Qecaroee - . . 
“semer: “YICTOR NAR _ 
(008 SF) 


; — A highly confidential source, who has). ‘furnished 
4 reliable information in the-past_ (documenta tion-anonymous) , a 
i, advised on 1/2/57, that: VICTOR. M. ARNAUTOFF, 321°Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, California, was in contact. with the - 
“Soviet.Hmbassy, Washington, D. Co. in order..that ARNAUTOFF - 
might extend New Year's greetings. to Ambassador ZAROUBIN 
“on behalf of the Russian’ American society. . ~ 


; For information. In. ‘the ‘event oF: dissémination, 
use care to protect the sensitive SOUPCEs” 
A GQyeureau | | | 
5~San Francisco Qoo- £359) A) 
‘1-HFO° 


JHMspap 
(5). 


| ine 473 ae oe 17h 


fa. Jan 8 1957 


~ RECORDED-20 
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"Report Form 
FiD-72, (5-12-55) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE ; OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
; JAN 3 0 1957 v7 Jew 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY | TYPED BY 
O. STANLEY F, FEWSTER mib 
. VICTOR MICHAEL “ARNAUTOFF, was. | CHARACTER OF CASE 
| INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 
poency pCO Cesger - | 
REQ. REC'D 
C “RI T PORWe he —= ans ‘ 4H 


Subject resides 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California. [/ 
Member of "The Eleven Branch, CP,- and attended three 
meetings during October-November el, 1956, inclusive, and 
one meeting, Inner Mission Section, CP, October 1956.. 
Newspaper articles reflect ARNAUTOFF invoked Fifth~_ 
Amendment when counsel confronted ARNAUTOFF with testimony 
identifying him as CP member in HUAC hearing 12/11/50. 
Subject: to be affordéd~hearing 1/15/57, before Advisory 
Board of Academic Council, Stanford'University. Attended 
two regular and three Executive Board meetings, RAS, Inc., 
of which. he is member. Identified as RAS President during 
middle 1940s. Attended ARI-sponsored lecture 11/2/55, 
and attended social function of ALWLA 11/4/56, as guest. 


“~ ah, AGENCY png Abele, (a, eget 
FY ite , 
ING ORW. . 
f ° 
Ne NM CONFIDENTIAL  pyigu @. : 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


TAIS- +/ YF PedoRDED - 60 
~ “INDEXED - 60 


wake 
a 


“4; - }Bureau (100-47675) (Reg.) 


il 


x 
& 


(8ed) 4 957 sus 
. US 


~ INS, San Francisco (C-4331663) 


SWS Ze 
7 Potig-4 (000! 402 1953.47 a 


aon 
>: AY ee 


PROPERTY OF FBI.—This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—60637~-4 
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DEPAILS: 


Mrs. THERESE MISCHAK, 1871 Sweetwood Drive, Colma, 
California, a neighbor of Subject, on. January 8, 1957, 
advised SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER that Mr._and Mrs .—ARNAUTOFF 
continue to reside at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, 
California, _ 


COMMINIST PARTY, (CP), USA 


The CP, USA, has been designated by the Attorney 
siete ef the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450, 


San Francisco T-1, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, has reported that the Subject 
continues to be a member of "The Eleven Branch" cf the CP 
of San Francisco, and attended three such meetings during 
the months of October-November. 21,° 1956, inclusive, Informant 
stated he also attended a meeting of the Inner Mission 
Section of the CP in October 1956. 


Deputy United States Marshal JAMES EAGAN on 
December 3, 1956, advised Supervisor HARRY F,, CLIFFORD 
that a subpoena had been received for_VICTO OFF 
-to appear before the hearings of the HU@é in San Francisco, 
California, on December 10 and 11, 1956. 


On December 4, 1956, Deputy Marshal EAGAN advised 
SA PETER J. HOPKINS that he had served the subpoena on 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF on December 4, 1956. 

The"San Francisco Examiner," a San Francisco 
daily newspaper, in its issue of December 12,1956, page 
one, column one, and page 20, section one, columns 2, 3, 
4 and 5, carried an article by "DAN FRISHMAN" regarding 
the House Un-American Activities Subcommittee hearing 
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held December 11, 1956. This article reflects that, "ARNAUTOFF, 
a free lance artist from Colma, who was born in Russia but 

has been an American citizen since 1937, was told the 

committee plans to send his testimony on to the Justice 
Department for possible denaturalization proceedings. 

Once again testimony of previous witnesses claiming he 

was a-communist and various items of printed matter showing 
activity in left wing affairs were mentioned and the witness 
refused to affirm or deny them," 


The article also reflects, "The commiteee gave him, 
(ARNAJTOFF), its heaviest verbal raking for the 'Dick 
McSmear' lithograph cartoon which appeared briefly at the 
art show and then was withdrawn....... . He, (ARNAUTOFF), 
declined to say whether he was a communist when he made the 
lithograph, or whether it was made under direction of the 
communist conspiracy. Ex-FBI man VELDE commented again 
that he has previous experience with the artist's activities 
and 'he would do harm to this country if he had the chance,'" 


The "Daily Peoples World" newspaper of December 24, 
1956, page five, columns 1 and 2, carried an article entitled, 
"Ts the brush a murderus teasi?" This article reflects 
the following: 


"My Fellow Citizens 


"T was one of many San Francisco Bay Area 
citizens subpoenaed to appear before the 
House-Un-American Activities Committee. 

At the hearing on Dec. 11 I was confronted 
with a newspaper reproduction of my color 
lithograph, 'Dick McSmear,!' which was dis- 
played at and later ejected from the Art 
Festival of 1955. 


"The Un-American Subcommittee knew very 
well that I had not committed any crime. 
After all, an artist has as much right 
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to make a political cartoon as any 
ether citizen has to express a political 
' opinion or viewpoint. 


"So what was the purpose of the Committee 
in reviving last year's sensation? As I 
see it now, there was a double purpose: 


"First, to close the hearing in San 
Francisco with a propaganda bang, and 
second - to imply that the hand of the 
artist was directed by some sinister and 
secret force. 


"To make the situation clear, I want to 
say now that nobody. either commissioned 
me or suggested to me that I make the 
cartoon entitled, 'Dick McSmear,' 


"T made it of my own free will, because I, 
like many other Americans, resent red- 
smear speeches and proceedings. 


"Everyone has the right to agree or disagree 
with what an artist has to communicate, but 

no right to deny him the right to paint or 
draw according to his beliefs and convictions. . 


"Members of the Un-American Committee said I 
am a most dangerous man for the United 
States and threatened to suggest to the 
Justice Department that they start de- 
naturalization proceedings against me. 


"Do they consider an artist's colors, brushes, 
erayons and pencils as murderous tools? If 
they do, it is a new low in right-wing thinking, 
and it is time for the American People - and 
especially for American artists - to be con- 
cerned with a threat that affects everyone as 
_fully as it does me. I value my freedoms, and 
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I intend to defend my rights as a 
citizen and as an artist, and to 

express my belief in American principles 
in the future as I have in the past. 


/s/ Victor uSrnautort” 
et tL LEE LSD ETE ETO LES 


The Fourth Report, Un-American Activities in Cali- 
fornia, for 1948, page 304, reflects, "The Peoples World is 
an official West Coast communist paper." 


The "Daily Palo Alto Times newspaper of December 

12, 1956, carried an article captioned, "FACULTY MAN CALLED 
RED. DENATURALIZATION SOUGHT," with a subcaption, "University 
defers action op ,Arnautoff." This article reflects that, 
"Victor Mikhail Arnautoff, assistant art professor at 

Stanford for the past 18 years, yesterday was called a 

member of the Communist Party and recommended for denaturaliza- 
tion by a house subcommittee on un-American activities, 
according to the Associated Press. The committee, which 
completed a two~day hearing in San Francisco last night, 
recommended that the Department of Justice start de- 
naturalization action against Arnautoff on the ground 

that he has been identified in testimony before the house 
committee as a Communist. He was one of six. Californians 

the committee said were leaders of the American Committee 

for Protection of the Foreign Born, all of whom were also 
identified as Communist Party members. 


"Arnautoff, who is on sabbatical leave from 
Stanford during the current year, was identified by the | 
committee as an active sponsor of the foreign born group. 


"A Stanford spokesman said today no immediate 
necessity for university action on the charges is seen by 
university authorities, since Arnautoff is in no contact with 
the school during his sabbatical leave. Any subsequent 
action, it was said, would await the return of Stanford's 
president, Dr. Wallace Sterling, who is now in the East. 
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"The Stanford professor's cartoon of Vice President 
Nixon, masked and helding a pumpkin in one hand, a bucket 
of paint. marked 'Smear' in the other and titled 'Dick McSmear, '! 
figured largely in the hearing, and was entered as evidence. 


"Arnautoff admitted he had made the picture but 
denied he was paid by the Communist party for painting 
it, and in an aside muttered: 'I svill resent the pumpkin 
papers,'! 


Representative Gordon Scherer of the committee de- 
scribed the cartoon as expressing Arnautoff's and the 
Communist party's resentment of Nixon's leadership in uncovering 
the pumpkin papers and the Alger Hiss case. 


"The painting was part of Arnautoff's entries in 
the San Francisco Art Festival of September 1955, under the 
auspices of the San Francisco Art Commission. The picture 
was withdrawn after the second day of the show, because 
of public protest. 


" aynautoft inveked the Fifth Amendment when 
Richard Arens, committee counsel, confronted him with 
-testimony identifying him as a Communist party member 
eligible to attend cell meetings. 


“Arens said Dorothy M. Jeffers so identified 
Arnauteff in January, 1956, testimony before the Subversive 
Activities Control Board, . 


" arnautoft refused to say whether he. attended a 
Dec. 8, 1956, meeting of the Los Angeles Committee for 
. Protection of Foreign Born, where his appearance was 
_— publicized in advance. — 


"Scherer proposed the denaturalization recommendation, 
with concurrence from Representative Harold Valde.. 


"Arnautoff was born in RussSia in 1896 and came to 
the United States in 1925. He was naturalized in 1937. 
-~6- 
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He was enrolled as a student at the California School of Fine - 
Arts and taught at the school from 193e to 1938, when he 
came to Stanford. 


"He has painted several murals around San Francisco, 
notably at Coit Tower. His residence is at 1007 Washington 
St., Colma, 


"Attempts by the Times to reach Profes 
Arnautoff failed today. His attorney, Norma 
the artist would be reluctant to comment on che hearing. 


"tThe only reason the committee called the professor,' 
said. Leonard, 'was because, as their own exhibits showed, 
he had been, in his own small way, one of the persons who 

“sought the revision of the Walters-McCarran Act. 


"tThat act,' continued Leonard, 'was passed by 
congress over the veto of President Truman, and revision of 
it is called for by President Eisenhower, as you know. It 
is part ef the platform of both Republican and Democratic 
parties, as adopted at their last convention.’ . 


"Leonard declared that the only crime Arnautoffr 
is guilty of is the crime of exercising nis constitutional 
right as an American citizen to urge the revision of a 
law which is universally regarded as the most unfair law 
on our statute books since the Alien and Sedition laws." 


The "Daily Palo Alito Times" newspaper also carried 
an article on December 14, 1956, captioned, “Arnautoff 
comments 6n cartoon," which article is similar to that 
appearing in the newspaper article of December 12, 1956. 


San Francisco T-2, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, and who is associated with Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, on January.1l1, 1957, 
advised SA FRED R, ELLEDGE that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF would be 
afforded a hearing on January 15, 1957, at the university 


| -f- 
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before the Advisory Board of Academic Council, at which time 
ARNAUTOFF would be questioned by the members of the faculty 
regarding his refusal to answer questions proposed to him 
by the HUAC and his reliance upon the Fifth Amendment 

of the United States Constitution on December 11, 1956. 


SF T-2 stated that at this hearing before the 
Advisory Board, the Head of the Stanford Chapter of the 
American Association of University Professors, as well as 
the former Head of that organization, had requested permission 
to be in attendance. . 


SF T-2 explained that under the procedures of 
Stanford University, when in the course of a hearing before 
a Congressional Committee, if a member of the Stanford 
faculty avails himself of the Fifth Amendment, it is customary 
for the faculty member to be called before the Advisory 
Board and questioned by his colleagues regarding his actions. 


SF T~2 related that the fact a member of the 
faculty avails himself of the Fifth Amendment during such 
a hearing, it would not automatically result in his dismissal; 
however, if the Advisory Board were to recommend dismissal, 
following the appearance of the professor in person before the 
Board, such recommendation would probably be followed. 


RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCLETY, INC., (RAS) 


SF T-l has reported that the Subject attended two 
regular and three Executive Board meetings of the RAS 
during the period October 19, 1956, to November 30, 1956, 


inclusive. ~ e \echpRe s 


Rossiag 
cco 


SF T-1 advised SA ORLAND E, FREEMAN, JR. on October Aynehicm:: 
16, 1956, that ARNAUTOFF had gttended the RAS-sponsored Sax pd. 
lecture by GENERAL VICTOR AM YAKHONTOFF entitled, "Problems > Sa se 
of Disarmament," which lecture was held at the Bellevue 


Hotel, San Francisco, California, on October 6, 1956. 


Russia, day 
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The "Daily Peoples World,"-a West Coast communist 
newspaper, in its issue of October 4, 1955, page 7, 
yhinsoindbe 3, carried an item which deseribed General VICTOR 
Rv Csi AKHONTOFF as a.former Czarist military attache in Tokyo, 
Soa (Tapan, and apan, and a memben-of—the—Russian—Imperial General start 
J3 “iz in World WarI,. The article reflected that he has been a 
\\\ United States citizen since 1918 and, according to the 
\\ article, he is a sympathetic and “painstaking student of 
‘the Soviet Union. 


SF T+1 on November 15, 1956, advised SA FREEMAN 
that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, who is a member of the Executive 
Board of the RAS, Inc., attended.a regular meeting of the 
organization on November 9, 1956, which was devoted to the 
celebration of the anniversary of the Soviet Revolution, 

SF T-1 reported that Subject congratulated all in attendance 
and stated that, notwithstanding all preventative measures 
by the capitalist world, the USSR is getting stronger and 
stronger and more prosperous daily. 


SF T-1 advised SA FREEMAN on December 3, 1956, that 
the Subject, at the RAS, Inc. Executive Board meeting on 
November 16, 1956, read’ a letter from the American Committee 
for the Protection of Foreign Born, which announced that the 
organization's convention was to be held in Los Angeles, 
California, and requested donations and that a representative 
be sent to attend. SF Tel advised that the Executive 
Board decided toc donate $5. 00 to the American Committee for 
-the Protection of Foreign Born. . 


The American Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


Mr, ALEX GORBENKO on November 23, 1956, advised 
SAS NORMAN FRYE and WAYNE K, WELCH that he had been a member 
of the RAS,. Inc. for a period of about two or two and one-half 
years during the early and middle 1940s, and had served 
for a while on the Executive Board of the RAS, 
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GORBENKO related that he became interested in RAS 
affairs because of their work in Russian War Relief during 
World War II, but that he noticed no communist influence 
or attitude at RAS affairs. He identified VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
as being the President of the RAS during the period of his, 
(GORBENKO's), membership. 


Mr. GORBENKO stated that he left the organization 
when the need for Russian war relief became less needy and 

due to his wife's illness, and also because of petty squabbles 
among the members. GORBENKO said he knew of no other 
activities of the RAS, other than war relief, He related 

that he was of the opinion that that was the only aim of 

_ organization, at least during the early and middle 

1940s, 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE OF SAN FRANCISCO, ( ART) 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


San Francisco T-3, who has furnished reliable ‘ 
information in the past, on November 8, 1956, advised SA 
HENRY D, GRUSIthat ANNA LOUISE STRONG spoke at 150 Golden _ 
Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, on November 2, 1950, - 
the lecture being sponsored by the ARI, SF T-3 reported that 
the above lecture was advertised in the "Daily Peoples World," 
and that announcements were also sent through tne mail 
regarding the lecture. 


SF T-3.reported that ANNA LOUISE STRONG gave a 
brief history of the struggle in the world for a better 
life, and also the struggle in the Soviet Union to build 

socialism. According to SF T-3, she claimed that building 
of socialism is difficult because of obstructions and that 
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a way must be found to have the United States and the USSR 
work together in friendship. 


SF T-3 advised he attended the above lecture 
and observed VICTOR ARNAUTOFF in attendance, but he had 
no knowledge if ARNAUTOFF attended in any official capacity 
in relation to the ARI, 


oan rranciseo T+5, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised SA WILLIAM J. MC CARTHY, 
JR, cn June 26, 1950, that ANNA LOUISE STRONG has been known 
as a "concealed communist." He. defined concealed communist 
as one who does not hold himself out as a communist and 
who would deny CP membersnip. 


AMERICAN LITHUANIAN WORKERS LITERARY ASSOCIATION, aka. 
Amerikos Lietuviu Darbininku Literaturos Drau aie ALWLA, 


The ALWLA has been designated by the Attorney 
eo of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


; SF T-3, who is a member of the ALWLA, on November 
8, 1956, advised SA HENRY D, GRUSH that Branch 198 and 
Branch 153 of the ALWLA held a joint social function on 
November 4, 1956, at 630 Hamilton Street, san Francisco, 
California, proceeds from which were to be divided equally 
between the Northern California Committee for the Protection 
of Foreign Born and the Lithuanian Committee for the Protection 
of Foreign Born in Chicago. SF T-3 advised that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF attended the above social as a visitor. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A EAD 


. San Francisco T-4, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on November 1, 1956, advised SA 
WILBERT H, KEHE that V, MS’ ARNAUTORD, 1007 Washington Street, 
Colma, California, received the “Daily Peoples World." 


es 
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SA HENRY D. GRUSH on November 30, 1956, obtained 
a program of "The Art Commission of the City and County 
of San Francisco," which was presenting " The 10th © 
Annual Art Festival" at the San Francisco Civic Auditorium 
and was being held from November 29 to December 2, 1956. 


The above program reflects that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
was exhibiting under the “Graphic Arts Workshop. ! 


212-. 
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CONF TIAL 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


A source, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on June 13, 1955, that the draft report on "Defense 
of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born," delivered 
at the National Conference of Defense Committees held under the 
auspices of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 
(ACPFB) on dune 10~12, 1955, at 85 East Fourth Street, New York 
City, stated in part "....The very fact that local committees have 
been set up to take care of the hundreds of cases that have 
developed in the past nine years, resulted from the work we have 
carried on for the organization of these committees. It would 
have been impossible for us to carry the tremendous burden without 
the organizations that exist today and cooperate with us. And while 
they operate indenendently, setting their own policies and campaigns, 
they have been and still are, a part of that movement which has 
initiated and stimulated by the American Committee. " 


The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born has 


been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10:50. . 


APPENDIX PAGE 


GONFIDRNTIAL 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


The exact dates of CP meetings were not set out in this 
report, in order to protect the Informant,SF T-l, SF T-l is a 
member of "Ihe Eleven Branch," CP, and is a member of the Executive 
Board of the RAS, Inc. All information furnished by SF T-l was 
obtained as a result of his attendance at CP and RAS meetings. 


; Information reported by SF T—3 was obtained as a result — 
of his attendance at the ANNA LOUISE STRONG lecture, November 2, 
1956, and his attendance at the ALLA social on Novenber h, 1956. 


VICTOR ARMAUTOFF is an SI Subject. His SI card on file 
has been reviewed and is current and correct. 


Subject!s photograph on file bears a good likeness. 


Subject on January 21, 1953, declined to be interviewed 
when contacted by SAS WILLIAM B. DILLOY and STANLEY F. FEWSTER. 
There is no indication that the Subject has changed his point of 
view and would consent to an interview with Agents of the FBI. 


Subjectts case has been re-evaluated, it being determined 
that he meets the present criteria under the SI program. 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 


concealed, and T-symbols were utilized in the report only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must be concealed. 


INFORMANTS 


Identity Date of Activity Bt Agent to File Where 
of Source And/or Description, ane Whom Fur~ Located 
of Information nished__ 


The source used in the documentation of 
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SF Tl is 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) }--- - 


RAS--sponsored 
lecture, 10/6/56 


RAS Executive ,~ 


“>. Board Meeting 


Tto/l 9/56 


RAS meeting-2~ 
10/26/56 : 


RAS meeting ,—~ 
11/9/56 


RAS Executive ,-—~ 
Board Meeting 


11/16/56 


RAS Executive y~ 
Board Meeting 


11/30/56 


Attented Inner 
Mission Sec. CP - 
Meeting 10/18/56 


Branch Eleven CP 
Meeting 10/2h/56 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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Branch Eleven CP 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) wo ee Meeting 11/7766 + ff ee yrs wi 
a i Branch Eleven CP“ 
\ . SS Meeting 11/21/56 
| SF 7-2 is oe 
\ (Requested name 
a be kept con— me 
\ fidential.) es 100-6359 
‘SF T3 is _ 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG, —~ 
Lecture 11/2/56 ; 
AGYLA Social 
11/L,/56 

SF T~l is 

Mr. JACK 

STAHL, U.S. - 

Post Office a 

Inspector. Receipt of PY, . 
11/1/56 61-369-1B (9) 

(100-6359— 
1850) 
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RE 
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SF T-5 is 
aa 6/26/50 SA WILLTAM UY File 
J. MC CARTHY, 62-8988 
Re. 
LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNTA 
Will continue to closely follow the activities 
of the Subject through | and report: the results of the 
HUAC hearing conducted at San Francisco on Decenber 11j 1956, regarding 


the Subject. ‘Will also report the results of the January 15, 1957, 
Stanford University hearing. 


Report of SA STANLEY F,. FEWSTER dated November 
30, 1956, at San Francisco. 
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